Christmas 2018

Mission Statement -

Centred on Christ, Caring for each other,
Connecting with the Community.

A Message from Rev Louise
Dear Friends,
As I pause to gaze across the Mall, now wearing its winter coat in what feels like
‘the bleak mid-winter,’ the branches of trees are still and black, seeming lifeless,
except for the Christmas lights woven through them. The pathways from one
side to the other have a golden glow from the old lovely mellow yellow lighting
and there is the movement of red and white lights, cars stopping and starting on
their differing journeys.
The beauty of the Cathedral and the spire of First Armagh Presbyterian, are as
silhouettes against the night sky drawing my eyes heavenwards and my mind
wanders to the biblical story of Jacob’s ladder with ministering angels ascending
and descending between Yeshua in heaven and Jacob on earth.(Genesis 28 v 12)
In this season, where we watch and wait, may our eyes be drawn heavenward in
wonder and awe, as we marvel at the reality of the Christmas celebration to
which the journey of Advent leads, that God descended from heaven to live in
this world. For ‘the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us..’ (Jn 1 v
14)
To journey through it, not in a place of worldly privilege, but unrecognised by his
own people. To live in tumultuous times where His very presence was such a
threat that His own led the call to His death on a cross and buried… it seemed
the end of all hope.
Yet, it was through these seeming bleakest of hours that resurrection life was unveiled. Jesus’ journey to earth revealed as the greatest gift to humanity, allowing
all people the opportunity to move out of the bleakness of the darkness of sin,
into a life in relationship with the One who is ‘a lamp unto our feet and a light
unto our path.’ (Psalm 119 v 105) for eternity.
And not only that, He offers all who will receive Him into their heart as their Saviour and Lord, the gift of The Holy Spirit to guide and counsel, on their earthly life
journey until that time when each will one day meet Him face to face, at His return.
Friends, as we ponder these wondrous things may we treasure them in our
hearts as Mary did. May we live through our tumultuous, ever changing times,
praying for opportunities and the courage to share the good news message of
Christmas – the Christ Child’s story, for
‘..you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness
into this wonderful light.’(1 Peter 2 v 9)
And ‘in Him was life, and that life was the light of men.’(Jn 1 v 4), and He, ‘Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.’
Wishing you all a very happy, peaceful and blessed Christmas and New Year.
Louise.

Our President, Rev Billy Davison pays a visit

.Killymaddy

Harvest Service

Rev Billy Davison, President of the Methodist Church in Ireland, was the guest
speaker at the Killymaddy Harvest on
28th October.
Photo from left, Stanley Livingstone, Rev
Louise Donald, Mrs Lorraine Davison,
Wife of President, Rev Billy Davison,
President, Roberta Livingstone and
Neville Pogue.

Later that evening Rev Billy Davison
led a Praise Service in Armagh.
He preached on Matthew 14, Jesus
walks on the water. He challenged
us to keep on trusting, today tomorrow and the next day. Peter
stepped out of the boat at the command of Jesus. As long as Peter
trusted, he walked on water, then
took a wobble and began to sink.
A challenging message!
Pictured left First Armagh Presbyterian minister, Rev Tony Davidson,
Circuit Steward George Henning,
Rev Louise Donald, Rev. Billy Davison, Dean of St Patrick’s Very
Revd Gregory J O Dunstan and Society Steward, Henry Mc Mullen.

We finished off the evening over
a welcome cup of tea and
Rev. Billy’s wife, Loraine was
presented with a beautiful
bouquet by Mr. Henry McMullen.
Thanks to both the President and
his wife for taking time out of
their very busy schedule to spend
with us.
Follow the President on Facebook

MWI Update
We kicked off our new term in September with the AGM which was precided over this year by Mr
Dessie Mitchell.
After the minutes were read, Mr Mitchell congratulated the ladies on all the work and mission
they continue to be involved in even though being a small group, when so many other similar
groups have given up. Keep up the good work ladies.
Then positions were vacated and the fastest vote in the history of MWI ensued with Mr Mitchell
taking no nonsense, all positions were returned the same as last year.
Why fix what’s not broken??
A lovely supper followed allowing us to Catchup.

For our October meeting we visited the Milford House
Collection on 3 Victoria Street in Armagh. It was a fascinating history of the McCrum family, one of Ulster’s
leading linen manufacturing dynasties.
RG McCrum was a self made industrialist, benefactor
and inventor. His father William McCrum had built one
row of red brick houses in Milford and RG McCrum built another row of houses and a National
School, the linen factory and endless building and charitable works in Milford and Armagh benefited from his amazing generosity.
He was before his time and was the first house in Ireland to have hydroelectricity and a telephone even though he could only phone down to the
mill as nobody else had one.
He had two children William, who invented the Penalty kick rule and Harriet who throughout her life remained as charitable and compassionate
as her father. They were both well educated and Harriet was a leader in
the Suffragettes in Ireland.
Sadly after his fathers death in 1915, William McCrum although still generous had an interest in gambling and left the running of the mill to managers. He lost the family fortune equivalent to 18 million pounds in the
Wall Street crash in 1929 and left Milford House in 1930. He returned
home to lodgings in Victoria Street where he spent his final days until his death in 1932.
So why not explore Victoria Street to see a
wealth of items, photographs and heirlooms
and hear from Stephen McManus who has such
a wealth of knowledge of the family history and
coincide your visit with the Armagh Museums
Costume Cavalcade showcasing the story of
dress over the last 300years which is running
until March 2019.
Check out the website for a wealth of details
milfordhouse.org.uk

MWI COFFEE MORNING & SALE
Our sale was held on 9th November and
was a wonderful occasion raising a grand
total of £1251.00
Everybody pulled together even more determined to make it work, as we missed
several of our members, unable to be
there.
Our thanks to all who helped, supported
and donated to make this event such a
success

Everybody is busy busy.
Don’t know how Eleanor Johnston missed the
camera??

Wedding Congratulations
We would like to take this opportunity to wish Neil & Nadine
Congratulations!
They were married in St Mark’s
Church of Ireland in August.
Neil as you may have guessed is
Brian & Hayley Warnock’s youngest son and we in the Bowls Club
have had the pleasure of welcoming them both into Bowls and delighted to say they are a lovely
couple and make a very good
team, and not half bad at bowls
either!!
We wish you both every blessing
and every happiness as you begin
this wonderful journey together

Bowls Update

Bowls Update

Bowls resumed in September, it has been a
busy season thus far, with a lot of our games
at home but it didn't start off very successfully.
However I am delighted to report we have
now won a match against Salters Grange 3714, Hooray!
Throughout the season we have had lots of
fun trying and actually have had a few games
where scores were very close, yet renewing
old acquaintances from other Churches around the area always proves a very
worthwhile use of our time.
We are also delighted to welcome Neil and Nadine (pictured opposite) to the
team, and also Amanda who are all doing really well, and who knows the seasons
not over yet!!

Armagh’s Georgian Day
Well Done to our very own Mary
Lester, pictured left, who as part of
the Georgian day Living History celebrations in partnership with the
council became Miss Laverne Cust.
Milford house was an ideal setting
for such a stage and both Steven
and Mary had characters to portray
from 1786, just 6 years after the
Armagh Gaol had been built.
We find throughout this period fact
was really stranger than fiction and
ladies of Miss Cust’s status enjoyed
nothing more than to go and watch
justice being handed out to the the
poor unfortunate prisoners.
Thank you Mary for sharing.

Killymaddy Carol Service
The pupils of Drumsallen Primary
School are photographed after singing carols at the annual service on
2nd December.
Also in the photo are from left
Mrs Jennifer McCarragher, teacher,
Rev Louise Donald and Mrs C
McClatchey, teacher.

Hardy Memorial celebrate
90th Birthday

Picture right Principal Mr Livingstone presents the W A Turkington cup to Amy Coulter
for her actions in upholding the schools values of Excellence, Opportunity and Care at
City of Armagh High Schools Prize night.
Also pictured is Amy’s Dad, David
Thanks to Armagh Gazette for pictures from
Armagh High School Prize night.

Principal Mrs Anderson, The
Board of Governors and the
youngest and eldest pupils gather
to celebrate Hardy Memorials
90th Birthday.
Our own Mrs Charlotte Sheldon
pictured left.
Picture with thanks to Armagh
Gazette

Picture left Past pupil and past prefect
Aaron Gillespie was awarded the John
Irwin Memorial Trophy and the Jamie
Livingstone Memorial Cup at Prize night
of Armagh High School

YOUNG AT HEART CHRISTMAS DINNER
On Thursday 6th December a
good turnout of Young at
Heart Members gathered at
Stonebridge Restaurant on
the Portadown Road for the
annual Christmas Lunch.
It was a wonderful occasion,
the food was very good, the
restaurant put on a great
spread, and the company
was marvellous.
Great to catch up with some
of our members who have
been unable to get out so
much recently.
Thanks to Brian for
organising this outing.

The Story behind the Hymn
Hark The Herald Angel Sing

The singing of Christmas carols — as we now know them —
was abolished in England by the Puritan Parliament in 1649 under the leadership of the famous Oliver Cromwell.
As a result of Parliament’s ruling, Christmas hymns and carols were scarce between
the late 17th and the early 18th Century in England. Charles Wesley wrote “Hark! the
Herald Angels Sing” in 1738, less than a year after his Aldersgate conversion. It was
one of the few written during that period that became popular wherever Christians
gathered during Advent. After Cromwell died in 1658 and the monarchy was soon restored, the former decision to prohibit the singing of Christmas carols was abandoned. Thus, hymns written to honor the birth of Jesus began to appear and have
continued to this day.
However, that was neither his title nor the words of the first line. His original hymn
started, “Hark, how all the welkin rings, glory to the king of kings.” Welkin is a word
that long ago went out of style, but means “vault of heaven.” So Wesley’s original
first line meant, “Hark, how all the vault of heaven rings, glory to the king of kings.”It
was George Whitefield, the famous evangelist, who changed the first line of Wesley’s
hymn to “Hark, the herald angels sing, glory to the newborn king.” Whitefield was an
interesting character in his own right, from the Calvinist school, he had been a vigorous missionary in the American colonies. Whitefield, didn’t bother to ask Wesley’s
permission to make the change—perhaps knowing that Wesley would never approve. Whitefield just made the change and began using it in his great evangelistic
meetings, where the changed version quickly caught on We don’t really know what
Wesley’s thoughts were on this but in the Preface to the 1780 edition, John Wrote:
Many gentlemen have done my brother and me (though without naming us) the
honour to reprint many of our Hymns. Now they are perfectly welcome so to do,
provided they print them just as they are. But I desire they would not attempt to
mend them; for they really are not able. None of them is able to mend either the
sense or the verse.
Therefore, I must beg of them one of these two favours; either to let
them stand
just as they are, to take them for better for worse; or to add the true
reading in the margin, or at the bottom of the page; that we may no
longer be accountable either for the nonsense or for the doggerel of
other men.

Wesley didn't use the hymn tune with
which we are familiar today. He sang the
hymn to the tune of “ Christ the Lord is Risen Today” The current tune for this carol

was composed by Mendelssohn, who himself was a Messianic Jew. Mendelssohn
would have objected to the use of his melody in a Christmas carol but by then the genius composer, who is perhaps best-know as
the writer of the popular Wedding March,
had already been dead for eight years.
Mendelssohn’s relationship with religion
was complicated. He was born into a nonpractising Jewish family in Hamburg, but he

was still a young boy when his parents converted to Reformed Christianity, taking their
children with them. While he was proud of
his Jewish heritage, and not particularly engaged in his church, he never renounced

Christianity.
It is from the second chorus of a cantata he
wrote in 1840. The cantata was originally
written to commemorate Johann Gutenberg
and the invention of the printing press.
Mendelssohn strictly warned that his composition was to only be used in a purely secular manner. However, in 1856, long after
both Wesley and Mendelssohn were dead,
Dr. William Cummings ignored both of their
wishes and joined the lyrics by Wesley with
the music by Mendelssohn for the first time.
As a result, the modern version of this beautiful, gospel-centered carol was born and
generations have been singing it ever since.

Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconcile.
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim
'Christ is born in Bethlehem'
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.
Christ by highest heaven adored
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail, the incarnate deity,
Pleased as Man with Man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King.
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail the Son of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King.

Armagh Harvest
Armagh Harvest was held on Sunday 7th October.
As you can see from the photos the church looked
marvellous.

This year however, Thank you to the initiative of Mrs Liz
Switzer, we opted as part of our Harvest Thanksgiving to support the worthy work of Willie Carson in the Container Ministry in Lurgan.
There are 3 projects going on this Autumn:
Matthew Rusike Children’s Home, Zimbabwe
Children and Medical programes, Togo
Santa’s Food Parcels, Romania

There was a marvellous response, and by the
beginning of November Liz had a remarkable amount of toiletries, stationery, school uniforms, baseball caps, trainers, flip flops, football kit, & jigsaw puzzles to take to Lurgan.
Our thanks to Liz for taking responsibility for this project and to all those who supported in order to
make a difference.

Killylea Harvest
The photo shows the choir
from the Killylea primary
school who sang to a full
church at the Harvest service in Killylea on Monday
15th October.

Harvest on the Circuit
Our readers may be interested to hear from our own correspondent, that like in previous years, the Circuit Steward has been observed singing with gusto All is safely gathered in,
at the harvest festival in Abbey Street and indeed
again a week later in Killymaddy. Just in case any
of you may have been deceived, not a word of his
singing was true, because his complete potato
crop was still out in the fields waiting to be harvested.
To be fair to our Circuit
Steward he was actively
working on putting a team of harvesters together, and this
came to fruition a number of weeks later. One member of the
congregation who saw this team at work was heard to say,
"Hold on here, this is more like a Last of the Summer Wine
team than a team of harvesters", to which the Circuit Steward
explained, "There's just as much work in an old-timer as in any young buck".
Our Circuit Steward was proved right as the week progressed with the old-timers
pacing themselves and working steadily. Unfortunately on the last days of harvesting
one of the old timers had to leave to attend to other duties, and the services of a
young fellow had to be called upon. Needless to say this young fellow was under intense scrutiny to see how he performed. Our correspondent has learned from an unimpeachable source close to the Circuit Steward, that the young fellow's exuberance
of youth worked well complementing the old-timers cunning of age.
You might think that when a harvester returned home following a long hard day's labour in the field, he would be greeted by a wife asking how he was feeling. Not so
for one harvester who was asked, "Did you bring home any ugly spuds?" Well as you
can see from the picture he did indeed bring home some ugly spuds.
Should any of our readers be in need of pretty potatoes, as opposed to ugly spuds,
for boiling, frying, roasting or chipping you know who to contact - our very own Circuit Steward.

Congratulations
Congratulations to our friends at First Armagh Presbyterian
for their fabulous Christmas Tree Festival which ran from
Thursday 6th—Sunday 9th Dec inclusive in aid of Church
funds and Southern Area Hospice. What an amazing
amount of work and talent not to mention patience went
into the erection of 51 trees for our enjoyment.
An absolutely magical experience. Thank you.

The Baptismal tree which Kathleen
Houston worked on and they knitted
wee hats and bootees that are going to
the baby unit in Craigavon afterwards

The Traditional and the
modern thoughts
complimenting eachother

Happy 100th Birthday Celebrations
Family and friends of retired school teacher
Mrs Pat Bennett helped her celebrate her 100th
birthday in style at the City Hotel, Armagh.
Among the 60 well wishers were her four
daughters, eight grandchildren and two
great grandchildren.
She played an active roll in the community and
was a regular churchgoer at Armagh Methodist
Church until recently.
A big Thank you to Pat and her family for allowing her friends in Abbey Street share in this
momentous occasion with her.
Happy 100th Birthday!!

Pat Bennett with her 4
daughters, from left, Stephanie, Melanie, Valerie and
Corinne

Pat Bennett receiving a
bouquet of flowers from
George Henning,Circuit
Stewart on Armagh Circuit
and Rev. Louise Donald.

Remembrance Sunday 11th November
2018
Royal British Legion Parade Service

We had a very special service in Abbey Street Methodist this year, as it was
100years since the end of the Great war and the signing of the Armistice.
It was a privilege to host this special service and how lovely to actually have
it land on the 11th Day of the 11th Month.
It was held at 11.45 after the ceremony at the Cenotaph on the Mall.
The service was attended by Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for Co. Armagh.
The Rt Hon Earl of Caledon, K.C.V.O. who also read the New Testament
Reading from Matthew 5 v1-16. Lady Caledon attended with him.
The Lady Mayor of Armagh, Banbridge And Craigavon Julie Flaherty was also a very important guest who attended, in full regalia, along with some fellow councillors.
Add to that the members of the Royal British Legion and various groups St
Johns Ambulance, Scouts, CCF, RAF & Boys Brigade. [Please forgive me if I
left out your particular group, as I’m sure I’ve missed many, as the church
was quite full]
The Service itself was conducted by our own minister Rev. Louise Donald
and Guest speaker was Rev. Harold Good OBE and past President of the
Methodist Church in Ireland.
The Branch Chaplain of the Royal British Legion, The Very Rev. Robert Townley led the Prayers of Intercession.
Our own Eleanor Johnston laid the wreath after the Two Minute Silence.

Sunday School Update
We continue to work hard in Sunday School. We
put up our Sunday School Stall, with some new
craft ideas and some old favourites, at the MWI
sale—[a very kind concession on behalf of the
MWI] and raised £143.60 in one morning.
However further sales are going on now behind the
scenes at Cut-n Curl, and also Dinah’s wonderfully
Snazzy Snowmen have just been delivered. Dinah’s
marvellous knits never last long at Cut-n-Curl and
our special thanks to Dinah for all the hard work
she puts in for our cause. Also to Margaret and the
girls at Cut-n Curl for their wonderful marketing
skills. The Sunday School thank you all.

The Sunday School Party
A Fabulous afternoon was had on Saturday 8th
December. We started at 1pm with refreshments,
Santa called in about 1.30pm and we squeezed in
a quick game of Pass the Parcel (winners Skye &
Jacob pictured right) before our first group had to
leave for The Argory.

The Argory was AMAZING, absolutely magical. It was a completely different experience to last year with lots of naughty
elves jumping around, a glimpse of Rudolph and story time
all before our time with Father Christmas. There were other
lovely touches like checking out the children individually
with special goggles to check if they were on the naughty or
nice list. Thankfully all of ours are on the nice list, there
were a few unsure moments but all was well. There was a
visit to the Elves Dormitory and finishing off with toasting
marshmallows. All in all a wonderful day. Eva said to her
Mummy it was the Best Day Ever—mission accomplished!
Well Done and Thank you to all the staff at the Argory for
truly magical experience.

Two of our wee
darlings enjoying
the celebrations
this year who were
too young last year
to know what was
going on pictured
left Hollie Moore
and above Martha
Rainey.

Sunday School Nativity
After a busy day on
Saturday our Children
returned to retell the
Christmas story and
did a wonderful job.
We used a lovely narration by Play it by Ear
with all our group still
so young, no learning
of lines yet.

Then we wrapped up Mr George Henning, who probably wont be so trusting
the next time I ask him to help me with
something.
However George was a good sport, the
kids loved participating and we got the
message across that God gave us the
Greatest Gift, Jesus, who not only told
us how to live and please Our Father in
Heaven but showed us how to do it.
What could we ever give Him in
Return?- Ourselves, our hearts and
obedience to His will.

The Children lifted the Offering. Ezra
at 3yrs old has almost perfected it by
now and thoroughly enjoys doing his
part. Eva & Dermott AKA Mary and
shepherd were keen to be involved.
We thank God for our wonderful children and how much they give to us
without even realising.

MWI CHRISTMAS PARTY
A wonderful evening was
had at the MWI December meeting.
Our guest speakers were
Andrea and George Conn
from Faith Mission.
Interestingly George is the
brother of Elizabeth Conn
who is also a local preacher and whom we have
heard both in church and
in MWI before.
After the business was
conducted and prayers said ,George played a few tunes on an electronic chanter
(I think that’s what its called) and Andrea played the guitar and sang us a few
less well known carols with lovely words. They both brought us a Christmas message. Their parting message was most memorable, the stable is empty, the cross
is empty, the tomb is empty— Is Jesus in your heart or is it empty?
Before supper George closed the meeting in prayer.
Supper was lavish and delicious, and after supper in true Christmas spirt we
settled down to play a game of pass the parcel– never too old to play games!! Janet and Beth were the victors and our thanks to Amanda for preparing it for us.
Our next meeting will be the meal in the Armagh City Hotel on Thursday 10th
January. Make sure you have made your meal choices with Eleanor.

The Abbey Street Christmas Tree
On a late November day at the height of storm Diana, and in driving rain
and howling winds, an intrepid team from Abbey Street Methodist, led by
our organist Billy, set off to get the 2018 Christmas Tree.
On reaching the nursery there wasn't a single Christmas tree to meet Billy's discerning
taste, which necessitated the team trekking
deep into the Christmas tree forest in the
hills of Ballinahone with a chainsaw.
Having critically inspected umpteen trees,
Billy eventually found one to his liking. Our
pictures shows Billy pointing it out to
Michael, who then directed operations in
felling it. Much thanks is due to Michael, for
his assistance in felling the tree, getting it
home to Abbey Street, and with assistance
from Henry, erecting it in the church.

Pictured right, the chosen tree looking
wonderful in position. Our thanks to Billy,
Michael and Henry.

Laughter Lines
Having taught her children about the
birth of Jesus, the Sunday school
Three Six year olds were playing the
wisemen in the school nativity play. As teacher was admiring their
efforts to draw the scene.
they came to Mary and Joseph in the
stable, the first one handed over his gift Among the animals, the crib, the
shepherds, Mary and
and said “Gold” The second one preJoseph, one little boy had
sented his gift and said “Myrrh” The
added a small fat man standing
third one threw his
close to the baby Jesus. Rather
gift into the manger
and said “ Frankie sent reproachfully the teacher asked if the
little boy had added Santa Claus.
this.”
“Oh no!” he replied. “That’s round John
Virgin!”
Yarn of the Seat in Stand

Freddie and John were fortunate
enough to have a season ticket to
watch the football. They could not
help noticing that there was always a
spare seat next (B14) to them and
they had a friend who would love to
buy a season ticket, especially if all
three could have seats together.
One half-time Freddie went to the
ticket office and asked if they could
by buy the season ticket for B14. The
official said that unfortunately the
ticket had been sold. Nevertheless,
week after week the seat was still
empty.
Then on Boxing day, much to Freddie
and Eddie's amazement the seat was
taken for the first time that season.
John could not resist asking the newcomer, 'Where have you been all season'. Don't ask he said, the wife
bought the season ticket back last
summer, and kept it for a surprise
Christmas present.

Just before Christmas, an honest
politician, a generous lawyer and
Santa Claus all got into the lift at
the Ritz Hotel in London.
As the lift travelled from the 5th
floor down to the ground level,
one-by-one they noticed a £50
note lying on the lift's floor.
Which one picked up the £50 note,
and handed it in at reception?
Santa of course, the other two
don't actually exist!

In this coming year I pray that…
God’s love will surround you,
God’s wisdom will guide you,
And God’s ear will hear you.
Amen.

TO ALL THE ORGANISTS

I wonder how the organist
Can do so many things
He’s getting ready long before
The choir stands up and sings
He’s pressing buttons, pushing stops
He’s pulling here and there
And testing all the working parts
While listening to the prayer
He runs a mighty big machine
Its full of funny things
A mass of boxes, pipes and tubes
And sticks and slats and strings
There’s little whistles for a cent
In rows and rows and rows
I’ll bet there’s twenty miles of tubes
As large as garden hose.

For he can take this structure, that’s
As big as any house
And make it squeak as softly as
A tiny little mouse
And then he’ll jerk out something with
A movement of the hand
And make you think you’re listening to
A military band

Theres scores as large as stovepipes and
There’s lots so big and wide
That several little boys I know
Could play around inside
From little bits of piccolos
That hardly make a toot
There’s every size up to the great
Big elevator chute

He plays it with his fingers and
He plays it with his toes
And if he really wanted to
He’d play it with his nose;
He’s sliding up and down the bench,
He’s working with his knees
He’s dancing round with both his feet
As lively as you please.

The Organist knows every one
And how they ought to go
And makes them rumble like a storm
Or plays them sweet and low
At times you think them very near
At times they’re soaring high
Like angel voices, singing far
Off, somewhere in the sky.

I always like to take a seat
Where I can see him go;
He’s better than a sermon and
He does me good I know
I like the life and movement and
I like to hear him play
He is the most exciting thing
In town on Sabbath day

Dates for Your Diary 2018/2019
6th Jan - Covenant Services conducted by Rev. Maurice Laverty
10th Jan - MWI Dinner Armagh City Hotel 8p.m ( See Eleanor or Averil)
12th Jan –Killylea Sunday School outing to Sleeping Beauty Panto Portadown 2pm
25th Jan - Killylea Concert in New Band Hall 8pm, including Killylea Silver Band,
Killylea Primary School and True Country Gospel Band.
14th Feb– MWI Pat Jamieson, Missionary Night (Open evening)
17th Feb - Rev Peter Murray World Mission Partnership, Overseas Mission Sunday
23rd Feb - Killymaddy Concert with guests Newmills Male Voice Choir 8p.m
1st March - Womens World Day of Prayer ( see Liz Switzer)

14th March - MWI, Stephanie Rock speaks on security/crime
31st March- MWI Sunday, Armagh -Guest Speaker Lay Leader of Methodist Church
Mrs. Lynda Neilands
9th April - Circuit Council Meeting 8pm Manse with Rev. Louise
11th April - MWI , Mervyn Wallker gives tips on gardening
19th April - Good Friday service including Communion
21st April - Easter Breakfast 9.am
Followed by Joint Circuit Celebration
Killylea Youth Club Fridays 7pm– 9pm
Killylea Craft Classes First Wednesday of Month 7pm –9pm contact Hilary 37569529

Message from the Editor:
A big thank you to all those who have contributed photos, articles and information for this edition of The Link.
Apologies if I have missed anything, please feel free to pass on any information now for Summer Edition.
Can I take this opportunity to especially thank our Printers INSTANTPRINT on Loughgall Road
for all their hard work and efficiency at getting our magazine produced on time. Many Thanks.

