Christmas 2016

Mission Statement -

Centred on Christ, Caring for each other,
Connecting with the Community.

A Message from Rev Rowan
“On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me a partridge in a pair tree”

The legend goes that the song, “The Twelve Days of Christmas” is a code, a secret
telling of the gospel message (two turtle doves stood for the Old and New Testament, four calling birds are the four gospels, eleven pipers piping were the eleven
faithful disciples, etc), with the partridge in the pear tree symbolising Jesus on the
cross. While the argument might at times prove to be convincing, it is unlikely to
be accurate.
But it is fascinating how we are able to find Jesus even in a song that makes no
mention of Him other than the presence of the word ‘Christ’ in ‘Christmas’.
On the first Sunday of December we had two carol services on our circuit, one in
Killymaddy and the other in Armagh. In both of these I preached a similar message
coming from two different angles.
The message was simple: Jesus is central to Christmas, whether we acknowledge
Him or not. Jesus is at the core of Christmas whether we try to put Him there or, in
the hustle and bustle of getting ready for Christmas, we forget to make a place for
Him.
If I may borrow words from my Killymaddy sermon:
“As we look at the twinkling lights on the tree and the ones that light up the streets
and the shop windows, we remember that Jesus said that He is the light of the
world that shines in the darkness.
As we gaze on our beautiful Christmas trees, we remember that once a tree was
cut down to make a cross on which Jesus died.
When we think of Santa who loves to give us gifts we remember that the Bible tells
us that all good gifts come from our God in heaven. Even his name reminds of Jesus: Santa means ‘saint’ and the Bible tells us that the saints are all those who believe in Jesus.
As we give out gifts on Christmas morning and open our presents, we remember
that Jesus is God’s gift to us: ‘For God so loved the world that He gave us His only
Son that whoever believes in Him will never die but have eternal life!’”
It is our hope and prayer that you will feel blessed at Christmas. That you will feel
yourself surrounded by God’s love wherever you may be and that you might open
your eyes and see Jesus in the midst of your Christmas: “When you search for me,
you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says
the Lord”

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
ROWAN, JOANNE, RACHAEL & BIANCA

PLAY IT BY EAR UPDATE

Last May it was our privilege at MWI to host an
evening with Chris Neilands and Ross Jonas who
have setup their Christian Drama
Company called Play It By Ear.
Its my great pleasure to say that with the help of
funding from Home Missions and the
Joseph Rank Trust the boys will be able to continue this wonderful work visiting groups young and
old, small like ours and BIG like Autumn Soul,
bringing Bible stories to life, in a thought provoking way.
Pictured right at their Commisioning Service on Sunday 13th November are Rev David Rock former
IMYC, Rev Dr Heather Morris Home Mission Department, Rev David Campton Agape Centre and
Nicky Blair IMYC.
If you have access to facebook, look up Play it by Ear and you can watch the complete
commissioning service. A real treat jam packed full of drama, telling Creation to Birth of Jesus in
approximately seven minutes!!
We wish Chris and Ross every continued blessing as they carry on this mission together.

Pictured above Officers and boys including Aaron and Andrew Gillespie
from 1st Caledon and 1st Aughnacloy & Ballymagrane Companies who
attended the recent Boys Brigade Camp in the Isle Of Wight.

Junior Ministers’ Conference
This year the Junior Ministers’ Conference was held at Castlewellan from 7th – 9th November. The speaker was Rev Derek McKelvey, formerly of Fisherwick Presbyterian
Church in Belfast.
Derek chose to speak on the book of Hosea, which was an interesting choice
considering it tells of a prophet who was told by God to marry a prostitute so that
Hosea would understand the nature of Israel’s relationship with God.
The days were broken up into five sessions:
1. Who am I? Prophet or Pastor? Can I be both?
2. Who am I committing adultery with? Who is my church committing adultery with?
3. “Let us return to the Lord, for He has torn and He will heal.” Can we see the Lord’s
hand in the hurt that goes with ministry? What is He teaching us? Will we let Him
heal?
4. “When Israel was a child I loved him.” Can we let him love us? Are we sure of His
love?
5. “They shall again live beneath my shadow!” Resting in the presence. Personal prayer
and rest.
On Tuesday evening we spent some time listening to the President of the MCI, Rev Bill
Mullally shared with us some of his thoughts on stress and breakdown in the ministry
based on his own experiences and his doctorate research.
I found the second and third sessions that Derek McKelvey presented particularly interesting – and relevant – to my own experiences.
Now clearly the question asked in the second session: “Who am I and who are our
churches committing adultery with?” was not a question of adultery of the flesh, but
rather of the spirit.
Like Hosea’s wife committed adultery against him and Israel committed adultery
against God with other false gods, we were encouraged to think about who or what we
as ministers and who or what our churches commit adultery with against God: what are
the things that we place greater importance on than faithfulness to God?
The answers that were put forward were things like church pews, our buildings, a particular hymn book, worship bands, previous ministers, an image of the ‘ideal church’
and a past way of doing things. These are all things that we so easily hold onto tightly,
refusing to let go even if God is telling us differently. As a result these things become
idols to us, because we’ll do as God tells us to do as long as it isn’t to let go of these
things.

The third session was about difficulties in our churches: conflict, pain and hurt. Derek
related this to Israel’s history: most of the terrible things that happened to them were
God at work. When we have conflict in our churches, our immediate reaction is that
Satan is at work and we must resist him.

But Derek challenged us to consider that what might be happening is that God is at
work. That the hurt and pain and conflict is what happens when God is stirring things
up, forcing us to deal with the things we would prefer not to deal with, but are preventing Him from doing His work.
In the final session Derek reminded us of Jesus’ image of a hen that gathers her chicks
under her wings, pointing out that those chicks are not only protected, but being so
close to her, they are able to hear her heartbeat. We cannot know the heart of the
Father if we are rushing about being busy all the time. It is only when we take the time
to rest close to Him that we hear His heart, that we are able to follow His heart.
I came away from the three days not necessarily rested (we sat up quite late on Tuesday discussing the US Presidential election that was taking place), but certainly refreshed in my thinking and understanding my experiences in the ministry thus far and
for the future.

Baptism of Annie Wilson
Pictured right

On the 31st July in Armagh
we welcomed Annie Wilson
into our Church family.
Annie was born on 27th
March 2016 pictured here
with Mum Holly, Dad Kyle
eldest brother Tom and
other brother Harry who
appears to have got
camera shy.
May the Lord bless you and
keep you all now and
always.

Baptism of Finn Jack Wilson

Pictured left

On 11 December Finn Jack
Wilson was baptised and
welcomed into our Church
family.
Finn was born on 18th
November 2014 pictured here
in Dad Ben’s arms with Mum
Michelle and older sisters
Amy and Skye.

Finn had both sets of grandparents in to celebrate his big
day. And was remarkably
good to endure the
traditional walk around the
church in Rev Rowans arms.
It was also the Sunday school
Nativity and a lovely relaxed
family atmosphere was felt by
all.

Congregational Meeting

Warmest Welcome
& Congratulations
Congratulations and every continued blessing to
Lucy and Patrick on the birth of their little boy
Dermot Patrick Conrad Clarke
Dermot is brother to Eva who will soon be approaching her 2nd birthday.
May God bless you all and keep you today and
always.

Our annual Congregational
meeting was held on Wednesday
19th October.
It was decided that some members were coming off council so
process began to fill vacancies.
Welcome to Miss Mary Lester
and Andrew Lappin as the two
newest members of council.

Congratulations
Many Congratulations to Gemma & Andrew
on the birth of their little daughter, born on
13th December.
Holly Elizabeth, weighed 7lb 15ozs, is little
sister to Matthew.
May God continue to bless you all now &
always

Our sincere thanks goes to Mrs Dinah Cassells who
recently knit a flock of penguins and a snowman, to
perfection,
pictured above.
With the help of CutnCurl they were sold and raised
£60 which was donated to Sunday school funds.
We recognise the valuable time taken and truly
thank you for your generosity.

IRISH METHODIST TEAM VISIT TO
SOUTH AFRICA
In August 2016 Joanne, Rachael, Bianca
and I travelled to South Africa with 7
other Methodists from across Ireland to
“see and learn” what Methodist churches are doing there to connect with their
communities, to be the light in their
world.
It was an extremely enjoyable, interesting and beneficial visit and there is not enough space in this newsletter to
share everything we did, but I hope the photos will give you some sense of the
experience we had.

What we learnt while we were there has been shared in
a document that will be distributed across the Irish,
British and Southern African Connexions. They can be
summed up as follows:

Prayer is central and at the forefront of everything that happens in the churches.

We saw how churches did mission in their communities and how each chuch has some sort of community mission.

Churches knew their communities and they did
this by walking amongst them, talking with them and
getting to know their needs and their struggles.


The churches’ vision dictates their structure.


The leadership in the church is forceful, yet inspiring. Leaders are not afraid to make Godly decisions even if they are unpopular.

South African congregations are also aging congregations, but this is not seen
as a barrier to mission. Instead, the older members are at the forefront o missional
work in their communities.

They have found ways to facilitate varied styles of worship without alienating
anyone in the congregations.
Everywhere we went we experienced generous hospitality. We were always
made to feel welcomed. People were not just friendly, they became our friends.


Church budgets prioritise the mission of the churches.

A Last of the Summer Wine Escapade
It was a 5 O'clock start when our Circuit Stewart and two of his farming friends collected me enroute
to the biggest show in Ireland, in fact the biggest show in Europe. For those sad people among you
who listen to Nolan, forget it, his isn't the biggest show in the country! The biggest show in the
country is The National Ploughing Championships and Agricultural Trade Show at Screggan,
Tullamore, Co Offaly.
As you might well surmise the two and a half hour journey gave
plenty of time for GOM (grumpy old men) to put everything
right with farming, the Common Agricultural Policy, Brexit and
the latest inventions in farm technology. When I say GOM, it is
only right to point out that just three of us qualified for admission to that illustrious order, as one of our party was at least
twenty five years our junior. Despite his youth, and to his credit,
he assured us that he had no inhibitions or embarrassment
about being seen in the company GOM.
On arrival at the venue the tailboard of the pickup truck was pulled down for use as a breakfast-bar,
bacon butties were produced and anointed with a liberal helping of HP sauce, and flasks of steaming
hot tea dispensed. With full stomachs, a sortie was launched on the exhibition and it was at that
stage, that in spite of my considerable knowledge of mixed farming methods of the 1950's and 60's, I
realised that I faced a very steep learning curve.
Livestock that was so familiar to me as a boy was now in the rare breeds section, having been replaced by continental breeds. Yes, I know what you're thinking; that I too have become a rare breed.
Inspection of the livestock was a revelation to find the uniformity of every beast in every species.
They appeared to be clones of each other, which caused me to enquire if farm animals were now
able to understand and comply with EEC regulations relating to food production. I was enlightened
that no, farm animals are no more intelligent now than they were in the 1950's and 60's; the reason
they are now in optimum condition is because they are computer fed. Each animal is micro chipped
and as it approaches it's feeding trough a computer reads the chip and a precise measurement of
food is dispensed. Luckily GOM are not micro chipped yet, otherwise the bacon butties would have
been seriously curtailed.
Despite such a hearty breakfast or perhaps because of it, by 11
am we were seriously in need of a cup of tea, and that is when
we sussed out our friends, the Rev Denis and Carol Maguire on
the Methodist Church in Ireland stand at the show. To say that
we received a warm welcome would be very much an understatement. Over several cups of tea we had to give Denis and
Carol full accounts of how everyone was doing in Armagh, Killylea and Killymaddy. Well it must have been everyone, because I can't think of anyone that they didn't ask about. For us,
it was most inspiring to hear from Denis and Carol about the
work they are doing in Bandon and the work the Methodist
Church is doing throughout southern Ireland.
While we enjoyed a tremendous day of fun and camaraderie at the show, what inspired us most was
the work and dedication of people like Denis and Carol, and small groups of Methodist people on the
Southern Circuits. Their commitment in centring on Christ, caring for each other and connecting
with the community is inspirational.
H MCM

Sunday School Anniversary Service
On 26th June Sunday School followed a theme of Daniel in the Lion’s den, which the
children had been learning in Sunday School. It was marvellous to see so many little
ones again, and a giggle was had by all as the paper angel was lowered down by
fishing rod from the gallery to the lions den to protect Daniel also known as Bianca.
Rachael was our King Darius to explain why in photo Rachael & Bianca are in costume.
Jacob, Ezra, Matthew, Tom, Harry and Eva were all wonderful Lions, they all wore
charming masks sadly nobody wanted to wear their mask for the photo!
Prizes were given and
attendance cups were
awarded Senior Cup Naomi
Intermediate Cup Rachael & Bianca
and the Bessie
Blocksidge Junior Cup to
Jacob.

It gives me great pleasure to announce that
this year even though we are few in number
our children collected the fantastic sum of
£144.44.
This will be used towards this years project
in Upper Myanmar, to send out more missionaries, and to build further nurseries like
the Teresa Methodist Nursery which is
working as a great success spreading
Christianity amongst a large Buddhist
community.
A big Thank you to all those who
contributed to this worthy cause.

Pictured below
Tom, Harry and their baby sister Annie Wilson
A chance for the congregation & members of
Sunday School to meet Annie, whom Tom had
so proudly told us all about.

Childrens Corner.
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Smile Lines
The Sunday School teacher was telling the story of the Nativity, and had just
finished the part about there being ‘no room at the inn ‘. A little voice piped
up ‘I blame Joseph. He should have booked’.
The teacher asked her Sunday school class to draw pictures of their favourite
Bible story. She was puzzled by Kates picture, which showed four people on
an airplane. She asked her which story it represented, ‘The flight to Egypt’ was
her reply. Pointing at each figure the teacher ventured, “that must be Mary,
Joseph and Baby Jesus. But whos the fourth person?” “Oh” explained Kate
happily “that’s Pontious - the pilot!”
First Man; My wife dosnt know what she wants for Christmas
Second Man : Your lucky, mine does!
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Killylea in Pictures

ABOVE AND LEFT Pauline and Hilary, leaders of Killylea
Youth Club watch a penalty being taken during Ulster
Rugby match during the visit to Kingspan Stadium.

BELOW 53 members of the youth club and leaders had a very enjoyable evening at the Ice Bowl,
Dundonald on 18th Nov.
Photograph shows Lily Walker with a second
prize and Holly McCarville who won a bag of
goodies for knocking down the pink pin. Also in
the photo is left, Rachel Murrary, who helps at
the youth club on numerous occasions.

ABOVE
Members of the Killylea Youth Club almost fill
the church to listen to Joanne's epilogue.

Killylea Coffee
Morning
The annual coffee morning held on 1st October
raised £550 and £110
from Sunday school stall.
A big well done to all, and a big thank you to all
who supported this fundraiser.

Killymaddy Carol Service
Pictured right are children from
Drumsallen Primary school for the
recent carol service.
Also in the photo are left , the
principal of Drumsallen, Julie Kelly
and right the Rev. Rowan Zeelie.
The boys & girls weres wonderful and
led in four Christmas Carols.

Pictured below Rev Rowan leads
worship in Killylea.

Harvest Messy Church in Killylea

Sunday 23 rd October we held
our first messy church, it was
brilliant. Our theme was the
sower.18 children and their
parent attended. Each table had
a craft relating to the sower, lots
of mess but great fun was had by
all. Followed by a message and
singing in the church then
returning to the hall for food.
Praise God for his many
blessings
Hilary Gillespie

MWI Coffee Morning

THANK YOU
A great big thank you to all who took part, baked,
setup stalls, contributed and attended our annual
coffee morning on Saturday 12th November.
We recognise the amount of work and planning
gone into this occasion and truly want to express
our sincere thanks, especially to Mary in the
kitchen.
It was a huge success raising £1075, going towards
church funds.
As you can see by the photographs a lot of fun was
had aswell!

UPCOMING MWI EVENTS

12th Jan- Annual Dinner
Armagh City Hotel
(Please see Eleanor if
you havnt already)
9th Feb - Missionary Evening.
All Welcome.
9th March - Rev. Newell

13th April - Memorial wall
11th May - Outing
(to be arranged)

MWI Update
Our MWI season began with an AGM on 8th September, chaired by Rev Rowan.
The events of the last year were recalled and minuted and the Treasurers report
given.
Then positions were vacated and posts refilled.
Firstly Mrs Janet Gillespie accepted the position of President, and I’m sure you
will all join me in wishing Janet well in this new position.
The role of Secretary was returned to Mrs Eleanor Johnston as she is doing such
a great job of it and keeping us all on our toes. Mrs Liz Switzer agreed to being
Vice Secretary.
The Treasurers role has been managed so successfully and smoothly by Mrs
Averil Henning for a number of years and Averil thankfully agreed to being returned.
The remaining committee is to include Mrs Dinah Cassells, Mrs Beth Lester and
Mrs Janitha Archer.

Amy Carmichael
At the October meeting, Mrs Elizabeth Conn, who is no stranger to
our Abbey Street pulpit, spoke to us on the wonderful life of Amy Carmichael.
Amy Wilson Carmichael was born in the small village of Millisle, County Down,
Ireland in 1867. Her parents were devout Presbyterians and she was the oldest of
seven siblings. One story claims that as a child, Amy wished that she had blue eyes
rather than brown, and often prayed that Jesus would change her eye color and was
disappointed when it never happened. As an adult, however, she realized that her
brown eye colour probably helped her gain acceptance in India.
Carmichael's most notable work was with girls and young women. Hindu temple children were primarily young girls dedicated to the gods, then usually forced into prostitution to earn money for the
priests
Carmichael founded the Dohnavur Fellowship in 1901 to continue her work. She often said that her
Ministry of rescuing temple children started with a girl named Preena. Having become a temple servant against her wishes, Preena managed to escape. Amy Carmichael provided her shelter and withstood the threats of those who insisted that the girl be returned either to the temple or to her family
for a more indirect return to the temple.
Respecting Indian culture, members of the organization wore Indian dress and gave the rescued children Indian names. Carmichael herself dressed in Indian clothes, dyed her skin with dark coffee, and
often travelled long distances on India's hot, dusty roads to save just one child from suffering.
In 1931, a fall severely injured Carmichael, and she remained bedridden for much of her final two
decades. However, it did not stop her from continuing her inspirational writing.
Carmichael died in India in 1951 at the age of 83. She asked that no stone be put over her grave at
Dohnavur. Instead, the children she had cared for put a bird bath over it with the single inscription
"Amma", which means mother in the Tamil language.
It was a very interesting evening our thanks to Elizabeth for inspiring us with the life of Amy Carmichael.

MWI Christmas Party

Lots of fun & laughter was had at the MWI party night on
8th Dec. After devotions and prayers led by our President
Mrs Janet Gillespie we sang a few carols and then went
crackers!!

Sunday School Christmas Party

We made Christmas crackers, playing with ribbon and
bows, stickers and card.
After a bumper supper we finished up with a game of pass
the parcel, which Maisie won (pictured left)
A very enjoyable evening was had by all.

This year our Sunday school took sixteen under sixes to
The Magical Christmas Experience at Navan.
We were welcomed with juice & treats and sang a few
Christmas songs.
We were led through the magical forest to help Emer
Elf find her way home.
We got through the magic portal and found ourselves in
Santas Workshop, where some of our boys and girls
had to check if they were on the naughty or nice list.
One of our parents was discovered to be on the naughty list and to redeem himself had to brush the workshop floor.
There was baubles to be made and Santa letters to be
written while we waited our turn to visit Santa in his
wee house.

Then it was back to the hall where Mary had refreshments ready for us and Ashleigh had baked a beautiful
cake.
We had fun & games, Santa called in so we could all get photo
together and each child got another little gift.
Pictured right Jacob & Skye our winners of Pass the Parcel!!
The next morning the children dressed up and through costumes
and Scripture told the adults of the First Christmas.
They were all wonderful.
My sincere thanks to all for coming along and making it so special.

HARVEST SERVICES ARMAGH
October, as always is a busy month on our circuit
with Harvest services, and this year was no exception.
Armagh services were held 2nd October, the
morning service led by Rev Rowan and the evening service was led by Rev David Mullan. The
church had been decorated simply and elegantly
reflecting respect and thanksgiving for all God’s
provision for us. It is right and fitting to set aside
this time to give thanks.

Killylea Harvest services were held the following week 9th
October and on the Monday evening Rev Clive Webster
and the children from Killylea Primary School led the worship followed by the traditional Harvest Supper.

The Link can report that their intrepid agricultural correspondent was out and about during the
autumn this year monitoring harvesting operations and harvest festivals on the Circuit.
Consequently, it can be revealed that while our Circuit Steward was singing 'All is safely gathered in'
at the harvest festival at Abbey Street on the first Sunday in October, the truth of the matter was
that all his potato harvest was still out in the fields. However, we are delighted to report that by
one month later all was in fact safely gathered in; and not only that, but that there was a bountiful
harvest.

Some potatoes seem to have forgotten that
they were potatoes and tried to grow into
something else. Can you see a giant paw, a
boomerang, some seals and two little guys in
nappies and funny ears ?

Our picture shows some workers of the
harvest taking a break from the strenuous
labour.

Should you be desirous of the best quality Kerr's Pinks, British Queens, Dunbar Standards or Arran Victors for boiling,
roasting, mashing, chipping or making champ, you now know where to get them, and you know where you read about it
first, right here in the Link.
H. MCMullen

The Parable of a Rotten Tomato
During the late summer, of the last year, in the age when the EEC ruled in Norn Iron, a dutiful
husband, at the command of his wife, took a rotten tomato from the kitchen to put out in a
wheelie-bin. As he lifted the bin lid the tomato slipped from his fingers and burst all over a flagstone spreading seeds all around. Later while cleaning up the mess he failed to notice that one
seed fell in among a small mound of stones that was part of a garden feature. You might say
that, like the parable of the sower, the seed fell on stony ground. Just in the same manner the
seed sprang up quickly, but unlike the biblical story,
it did not wither away when the sun came out.
Though the same sun shines in Norn Iron as in the
Jordan valley, it does nor shine with the same
intensity; and while it seldom rains during the
growing season in the Jordan valley, it seldom stops
raining in Norn Iron. This latter-day seed went on to
bring forth fruit, though not (as you can see in the
photo), one hundred fold, sixty fold or even thirty
fold. Sadly the fruit didn't even reach full maturity
due to the limited time it had at the end of the growAnd the seed produced fruit fivefold
ing season, and then when the first frost of autumn
arrived the whole plant turned into a blob of slime.
What then is the moral of this parable? Be sure to order a copy of the next issue of the Link to
get the answer, when it is hoped that some member of the congregation, budding theologian or
philosopher will have written in to explain it to us.
H. MCMullen

Prayer at remembrance Time
Loving Father,
When we watch the news or read the papers
we can feel overwhelmed by the tragedy of
lives lost or affected by war or terrorism. And
our Remembrance Day Services and anniversaries just seem to emphasize that continuing
suffering.
Help us Lord, to switch our
focus from what self centred people do in their
pursuit of power, to what you have done in
Jesus, who gave His life so that the brokenness
of creation might be restored
to wholeness - and that we
might have your peace in our
hearts, even while the world
rages about us. Help us to
remember the important thing
– to put our trust in Jesus ,
your Son.
In His name we pray, Amen

Pictured above
Our own Eleanor on parade at recent
Remembrance day Service.
Our thanks to Liz for the photo.

YOUNG AT HEART
The Abbey Street Young at Heart Club
held their monthly meeting on the 8th
September in the Lynn Hall, Armagh when
the guest speaker was Rev Robin Roddie
from Methodist Historic Society.
Rev Roddie and his assistant Jennifer Stutt
gave a very interesting talk on Rev John
Wesley's visits to Ireland and especially to
Armagh.
Next year is the 250th anniversary of John
Wesley's first visit to preach at Abbey
Street, the site of the present Methodist Church.
He visited Armagh 9 times, the final was 1789.
To commemorate the occasion of his first visit the local congregation are organising
special commemorations. The President of the Methodist Church in Ireland
Rev Bill Mullally will be the guest preacher on 9th April.
The production of a commemorative medal is also planned to mark the anniversary.
The local museum are also planning an exhibition due to begin on 12th April running for 6
weeks.

Commemorative
Coin
Make sure and get your hands on
your very own coin made to mark
250 years since John Wesley first
visited Armagh, presented in a
lovely black velvet case.
Would make a lovely gift, at only
£10, make sure and book yours
today!!

UPCOMING YOUNG AT HEART EVENTS

2nd Feb - Rev Malcolm Kingston, Church of Ireland Rector, Armagh
2nd Mar - Rev John Baxter will speak on John Wesley’s visit to Armagh
6th April - Neil Robinson will give a talk on Kidney Research
10th May - Annual Outing (Details TBC)

YOUNG AT HEART contd
It was an absolute pleasure to welcome back Rev
Wesley Campbell to Abbey st to the Young at
Heart meeting on 3rd November as if he had never
been away. Wesley told the group what he has
been up to this past ten years with no shortage of
anecdotes and funny situations that only Rev
Wesley could get himself into.
As he is preparing to retire from ministry this summer we wish him God’s blessing every step of the
way.

Christmas Dinner
On Thursday 1st Dec around 30 Young at
Heart members gathered in Hutchinsons
Restaurant at Woodview for the annual
Christmas Lunch.
The tables were beautifully laid, the
food was second to none and the
atmosphere was buzzing.
Our thanks to all the staff for making this
such a wonderful occasion.

Autumn Soul 2016
For the past number of years I have
attended IMYC's Autumn Soul event
in Bangor. Each year enjoying it a lot
but this year I decided instead of going to take part I wanted to give back
to God so I decided to be a steward at
the event.
This meant going it alone and instead
of going to seminars and listening to speakers I was helping
to set up for the seminar, run tuck shop or the small café
and sadly cleaning sometimes.
Over the weekend I met a lot of people, some who I knew
and some whom I came to know over the few days.
The main difference of being a steward is the difference of
perspective. I had always seen the stewards as being very
well organised but in reality we were all just being as helpful
as we could with the limited information we had, trying to
make it the best possible experience for the young people.
For me the best part of being a steward was knowing that I
was helping to give back to God for all he has done for me
through Autumn Soul in the past and hope that I contributed to furthering the work of God amongst the youth.
I'm glad I got the opportunity to take part and I am looking forward to possibly
returning next year for stewardship.
Andrew Lappin

Methodist Childcare society
Each year at Christmas we congregations in the Methodist Church collect an
offering for the Methodist Childcare society.
The society do invaluable work with children in poverty up and down Ireland.
In Armagh this is usually done on Christmas day and Watchnight services.
At the moment the society are having difficulty paying out as much as is needed, this is large sums
of money, but necessary.
To further the problem Christmas is falling on a Sunday, it is a concern that we as congregations
will fill our Church envelope and forget about the need of the Children.
In order to manage this, our Circuit executive took the decision to hold a retiring offering on
Sunday 29th January.
We ask that you will remember this date, and prayerfully consider your donation to this very
worthy cause.
Thank you

The Demise of the Methodist Piano
As many of you know, our piano in the Lynn Hall was discovered some months ago to have a large
congregation of woodworm in residence. Following discussion at a Leaders' Meeting, Stephen was
tasked with the job of finding a way to have notice served on the woodworm to quit the piano and
the premises. Subsequently, Stephen reported that his investigations revealed that the invasion of
woodworm in the piano had reached such proportion that all remedies available by way of chemical
warfare on them was unlikely to succeed, and therefore, our piano was beyond redemption. That
left Stephen with the task of selecting three young fit members of the congregation to assist him in
the operation of loading the piano onto a trailer. He could only find two such members in the
congregation and had to commandeer Michael, an associate member. His choice of strong men
proved invaluable because the piano proved to be tremendously heavy, and but for their strength it
would have been impossible to manhandle it out onto the footpath in Abbey Street. It was there on
the footpath in Abbey Street that real danger manifested itself, and disaster threatened to strike.
You can imagine, the potential energy stored in the mass of the piano, coupled with the steep incline in Abbey Street and Newton's second law of gravity, which meant that the piano acquired a
mind of its own and was about to take off down Abbey street with disastrous consequences.
Per chance, Brian Gilbert arrived on the scene at that moment. Seeing the calamity about to unfold
he intervened by taking command of the situation, thereby allowing Stephen and his three young
men to put Newton's third law into operation by exert sufficient force on the piano to prevent it
from careering down Abbey Street like a bull in a china shop.

Rather than have our piano come to an ignominious end in the council yard, it was decided to take it
to a local antiques dealer for the possibility of restoration and a new lease of life. On first sight the
dealer seemed keen and sounded like John Bly from BBC's Antiques Road Show. His initial reaction,
"A lovely instrument, manufactured in Germany at the turn of the last century; contains quite a bit
of walnut in its construction, but walnut is susceptible to woodworm". He obviously knew his stuff
because tapped the piano on several strategic places rising clouds of woodworm dust. His second
reaction, "I don't need this piano, I've already got plenty of woodworm". Alas our piano was
dropped in the Council yard leaving a cloud of woodworm dust like a sand storm in the Sahara.

It would have been fitting for a rousing Wesley tune for the last farewell to the piano, but unfortunately
Billy wasn't available.

Bowls Christmas Party
An evening of fun, smiles and laughter
was had at the Bowls Christmas Party
held on Monday 9th December.
Billy likes to keep all on their toes,
expect the unexpected by inventing new
ways of delivering the bowl to the end
of the mat to gain points including
bowling seated on a chair, underarm
under legs but always under the watchful eye of Billy.
After all the fun a very lovely supper was
enjoyed by all.
With thanks to Alan for the report and
Ashleigh for remembering to take the photographs.

Milford House
Just to bring to your
attention Milford
House. In its wonderful new location on
Victoria Street, there
is a wealth of history
and lots of actual
McCrum family artefacts to help you to
piece together life at
that time for the
McCrum family.
Due to open officially
in April 2017.

Mary and Margaret pictured recently on Georgian Day in the
Drawing room of Milford House.

Thoughts to Ponder
At 55 M.P.H
Highways are happy ways

CAUSE OF CHAOS

At 65 M.P.H.
I’m but a stranger here,
Heaven is my home

There are pans beneath the table
There are books inside the sink
I’ll clear up when I’m able
But there’s no point yet, I think.

At 75 M.P.H.
Nearer my God to thee
At 85 M.P.H.
When the roll is called up yonder I’ll be there
At 95 M.P.H.
Lord I’m coming home.

The Everlasting Turkey.

There’s a “jamcake” in my welly
And milk spilled on the floor,
There’s pepper in the jelly
And more jam smeared on the door.
There’s the dog behind the cupboard
And the cat beneath the settee
There’s a house just full of chaos And a grandson on my knee.
Mrs K F Hadfield

On the first day of Christmas my true love said to me
I’ve bought a big fresh turkey and a proper Christmas tree.
On the second day of Christmas much laughter could be heard
As we tucked into our turkey, - a most delicious bird.
On the third day of Christmas, people came from just next door,
The turkey tasted just as good as it had done before.
On the fourth day of Christmas came relations young and old
We finished up the Christmas Pud and had the turkey cold.
On the fifth day of Christmas, outside the snowflakes scurried,
But we were nice and warm inside, and had the turkey curried.
On the sixth day of Christmas, the Christmas spirit died
The children fought and bickered—we had the turkey rissoles fried.
On the seventh day of Christmas my true love he did wince
When he sat down at the table - and was offered turkey mince!
On the eighth day of Christmas, the dog had run for shelter,
For he’d seen our turkey pancakes and the glass of alka-seltzer.
On the ninth day of Christmas, by lunchtime dad was blotto
He knew that bird was back again, this time as a risotto.
On the tenth day of Christmas we were drinking homemade brew
Anything to help us face that steaming turkey stew.
On the eleventh day of Christmas our lovely tree was moulting,
And with chilli, soy and oyster sauce the turkey was revolting.
On the twelfth day of Christmas we had smiles back on our lips,
The guests had gone, the turkey too - WE DINED ON FISH & CHIPS.

Dates for Your Diary 2016
25 December 2016 – United Christmas Service in Abbey Street
31 December 2016 – Livingstone Tractor Run

1 January 2017 – No service in Killymaddy (Covenant Service on 8th at 3pm)
8 January 2017 – Covenant Service in all three churches.
12 Jan 2017 - Mwi Annual Dinner Armagh City Hotel (see Eleanor or Averil)
15 January 2017

– Adopt-a-child Service in Armagh and Killylea

– Quarterly United Service in Methodist Church (7pm)
18 January – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in St Patrick’s RC Cathedral 7.30pm
21 January2017 –Killylea Sunday School visit Panto, Dick Whittington
22 January 2017 – Armagh Pulpit Swap with Rev Tony Davidson
29 January 2017 - Retiring Offering for Methodist Childcare Society

4 February 2017 – Day of Prayer in Abbey Street (9am – 9pm) Evening Service 8pm
5 February 2017 – Rev Graham Hamilton preaching on circuit
10 February 2017 - Killylea Youth club visit to Belfast Giants
12 February 2017 – Overseas Mission Sunday
12 February 2017 –Service of Celebration for Global Vision, 7pm Lurgan Queen St.

19 February 2017 – Rev Aian Ferguson preaching on Circuit
25th February 2017 8pm – Killymaddy Concert
3rd – 5th March 2017 – Soul Mates Weekend
26th March– MWI Sunday.
31 March – 2 April 2017 – TOM Team visit to Killylea
9 April 2017 – President of MCI (Rev William Mullally) visit to Armagh
12 April 2017 - Wesleyan exhibition opening, lasting 6 weeks.

Message from the Editor:
A big thank you to all those who have contributed photos, articles and information for this edition of The Link.
Apologies if I have missed anything, please feel free to pass on any information now for Summer Edition.
Can I take this opportunity to especially thank our Printers INSTANTPRINT on Loughgall Road
for all their hard work and efficiency at getting our magazine produced on time. Many Thanks.

