June 2016

Mission Statement -

Centred on Christ, Caring for each other,
Connecting with the Community.

Summer is here and so far we have had a wonderful June,
although by the time you read this the rain might be back.
The right combination of rain and sun over the next
months will contribute to fruitful harvest in October. It reminds us how important it is to have the right elements in
our lives if we are to be fruitful.
Over the past couple of months we have been exploring
the Fruit of the Spirit in our sermons and in our bible studies. We discovered
that the fruit of the Spirit is our actions and the attitudes that dictate those actions.

Allowing the Holy Spirit the freedom to equip us and empower us, and allowing the things we learn from the Bible to guide our thoughts, our words and
our behaviours, then words like love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control will describe our actions.
Like the fields and the orchards, we need to have the right elements in our
lives so that the Holy Spirit might be fruitful in our lives too: as individuals and
as a church community. These include prayer, reading and studying God’s
word, worshipping God through songs and being willing to let go of the things
we like to control so that God can truly control them.
This last thing can be quite scary, but we are reminded throughout scripture
that the God we worship is a good God who wants only good things for us:
“If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those
who ask him!” (Matthew 7:11)
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” (James
1:17)

Church communities all around this island are facing challenging and changing
contexts and we are no different. If we willingly place our trust in God with the
things that are dear to us, the challenges and the changes that lie before us will
be easier to face.
“Trust and obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and
obey”
Have a wonderful summer!
Rowan, Joanne, Rachael and Bianca

Bring and share family Lunch
Lots of fun was had at our Bring
and Share family lunch held on
28th February. Thanks to the
organisers and all those who took
part who made this another
delicious and successful event.

LENTEN LUNCHES
Our congratulations to the team of ladies who hosted the lunches
during Lent this year. A massive sum of £600 was raised and will be
used towards the manse expenses.
Well done to all involved, for all the hard work and organising
– these events don’t just happen!!
Thank you.

CONGRATULATIONS
Many congratulations to Arva as she celebrated her
18th birthday in January. Arva has been a big part of our
family in Abbey street, throughout Sunday school, and
since leaving Sunday school she plays big part in the
Praise group. Outside of Abbey st Arva kept herself involved in other Christian meetings in Armagh and
Portadown.

And now with her final exams looming, she is preparing to
go off to study in Queen Margararet University in
Edinburgh. We will all miss you Arva but we wish only good
things for you in the future. May God continue to bless you
now and always.

ALSO CONGRATULATIONS
Our congratulations also to Lisa and
Kieran Rainey on the birth of their
second child Joseph Kieran on 19th
February. James is now a big brother
to baby Joseph. We wish the family
every blessing.

THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN:
There is A Green Hill Far Away

Some of the hymns that are still sung today are hymns that were favourites of our parents and
grandparents, and even great grandparents- hymns like “Once in royal David’s city” and “All things
bright and beautiful" Those two hymns were written by a lady from Northern Ireland called Cecil
Frances Humphreys. She was the second daughter of the late Major John Humphreys, Miltown
House, co. Tyrone, Ireland, and married in 1850 to the Rt. Rev. W. Alexander, Bishop of Derry and
Raphoe. Mrs. Alexander's hymns and poems number nearly 400. They are mostly for children, but
both those hymns were written before she was married and when she was a young Sunday School
teacher.
She was finding her job of being a Sunday School teacher a bit difficult because she was trying to
explain the Creed which the children had to learn. The Creed was written in very adult language,
and she suddenly thought that the children might understand it better if they could sing about it,
instead of just saying it. The Creed begins by saying ” I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth” “Well” thought Miss Humphreys, “if God made heaven and earth He made lots
of beautiful things” so she wrote the hymn ‘All things bright and beautiful’.
Then the Creed teaches us that Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary so Miss Humphreys wrote that
into the hymn, “Once in Royal David’s city”.
The creed also teaches us that Jesus ‘was crucified, dead and buried..’ and that bit became a hymn
too.
She was now Mrs Alexander and her husband was the bishop of Derry. They lived in Londonderry, a
town with walls around it and a little hill outside that she looked at often. These were both written
into her new hymn for her Sunday School class.

There is a green hill far away
Outside a city wall,
Where the dear Lord was crucified
Who died to save us all.
We may not know, we cannot tell
What pains He had to bear
But we believe it was for us
He hung and suffered there.

He died that we might be forgiven,
he died to make us good,
that we might go at last to heaven,
saved by his precious blood.

There was no other good enough
to pay the price of sin;
he only could unlock the gate
of heaven, and let us in.
O dearly, dearly has he loved,
and we must love him too,
and trust in his redeeming blood,
and try his works to do.

MWI UPDATE
We kicked off the new term with our Christmas dinner which was held this year
in Hutchinsons Restaurant. Our thanks to Mr George Henning for entertaining
the group with his holiday memories and photos.
Our guest speakers in February were from the MAF which stands for
Mission Aviation Fellowship, this is a non profit organisation, which provides aviation communications and learning technology services to more
than 1000 Christian and humanitarian agencies aswell as thousands of
isolated missionaries and indigenous villagers in the worlds most remote
areas. The slideshow kept us on the edge of our seats as we saw what
passed as airstrips in some of these locations and it was obvious these
pilots are all completely trusting in the Lord to fulfil his plan and keep
them safe.
As our planned speaker for April had had an operation and was unable to
attend, Liz Switzer very kindly stepped into the breach. Liz spoke very
knowledgably to us about gardening in pots big and small. It worked for
everyone, some of our group are avid gardeners whilst others just like it
to look nice and Liz had brought with her lots of visual aids, to make us all think
about how we will be planting up this spring, even a brightly coloured
welly which we could all imagine would look lovely planted up.
On our final meeting in May, our guests were Play it by Ear, the Christian Drama group, setup by
Chris Neilands & Ross Jonas. We were very excited, their reputation preceded them, by our young
people who have heard them at Autumn Soul and Soulmates and regular updates in the Methodist
Newsletter.
They began by telling us about themselves. God really does work in mysterious ways. Both boys
were born within a year of eachother in Dun Laoghaire, Chris, son of a Methodist minister and Ross,
son of a Church of Ireland minister and both served on the TOM team a year apart.
Both have a passion for spreading
God’s word through drama and
between them write and perform.
Chris is a youth worker in Methodist
Youth Dept. and now it has hired
Ross, to develop Play it by Ear.
Check out website and see some of
their videos.
We were left laughing and almost
crying as the boys performed three
dramas. One on following Jesus, one
on Elijah and the third on how a father and son reconciled after a huge debt was paid. Very thought
provoking.
Our thanks to the boys for a wonderful evening and we wish them every blessing in the future, as
they continue to spread God’s word in a fun yet thoughtful way.

Our Thanks to all those who took part in/
contributed to the Gospel concert held in
Abbey St on 12 March.

It was a great success raising £717 which
is to go towards Church funds.

Our inter Church campaign ‘Passion for Life’
hosted another series of meetings in the
Armagh City Hotel, on 20-22 April.
It was well attended and the Mark Ferguson
band, led the worship.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Our prayers and best wishes to Chloe who is sadly
leaving us in Abbey St for a while.
Chloe is heading for Wrexham University in
Glyndwr, Wales to study Radiography.
Chloe has grown up through Sunday School in
Abbey Street and was accepted into full
Membership June 2yrs ago, during the term of Rev
Denis.
She will be glad to know I will spare her the agony
of sharing old photos (at this stage)!!
We pray all will go smoothly for you and only good
things will come your way.
In the words of the Aaronic Blessing - ‘May the
Lord bless you and keep you.’

Easter Celebrations
Abbey Street Methodist Church started our Easter celebrations on Palm
Sunday when our congregation got involved in an impromptu drama.
Joanne had written the script but until Sunday morning the
actors and actresses were unknown. A bit of a scary prospect.
However the basic cast was found, and given their roles Bianca was Jesus,
Rachael, Jacob, Ezra and Dessie & Rowan represented the disciples. Whilst
Davy was, the donkey (great choice) and Carolyn was the donkey’s owner.
Shirley played Jerusalem, while the rest of congregation played the
shouting crowd. As you can imagine it all played out wonderfully with a
few giggles along the way. Was quite a lot of fun to see Jesus (Bianca)
riding towards Jerusalem (Shirley) on the donkey (Davy). A lovely way to
kick off our celebrations.
On Maundy Thursday we had our Prayer meeting,
with lots of effort put in to setup the scenes. There
were four areas of meditation, Jesus washing the disciples feet, the Last Supper, the garden of
Gethsemane, and Judas betrayal of Jesus.
Very thought provoking.
Good Friday was the Tenebrae service. Some of us
had experienced this service last year. The service is
held in darkness with only a number of pillar candles
lit at the front. It is aimed at getting all your senses
involved in what really happened on Good Friday.
After each reading, meditational piece of music or
poem one candle was extinguished. During the
message Rev Rowan passed around some vinegar for
us to smell and remind us that it was real what they
did to Jesus. He took it all for us. At the end there
was a loud bang the tomb was closed and we were
asked to leave in silence.
This was a very emotional service Sometimes when
we read the story of The Crucifixion we race over it
not really thinking of how Our Lord suffered, how He
really suffered for us. He was truly obedient to the
will of God despite his physical and emotional pain.
Our fellowship resumed on Easter Sunday morning
joining together in the Easter breakfast.
Full breakfast, that we have become accustomed to
on this special day, was enjoyed by many of us at
9a.m before Morning Worship.
This was a lovely time of fellowship and many thanks
again to Mary and all those involved.

Church Membership
Easter Sunday was also a special occasion for Andrew Lappin
and a proud moment for his Mum and Dad.
Andrew had went through all the preparatory membership
classes on the run up to Easter wanting to be a full member of
the Methodist Church.
Andrew accepted responsibility for the promises to God that
his parents and the congregation took for him at his Baptism
performed by the Rev. Ellen Whalley also in Abbey St. sixteen
years ago.

Andrew gave a short word, thanking the congregation and his
family for raising him on the right path. He spoke of his personal
relationship and love of the Lord and one of the ways he chooses
to respond to God in worship is through his guitar and he led us, in
the song ‘Cornerstone’
The family were all invited to pray with Andrew and he was
presented with a lovely Study Bible and a big hug from his Sunday
school teacher, Ashleigh Todd.
Finally we all celebrated in the sacrament of Holy Communion
together.

Pictured left to right Circuit Steward Mr George Henning,
Senior Sunday School teacher Mrs Ashleigh Todd, Andrew ,
Rev Rowan Zeelie with
Andrew’s Mum & Dad, Denise & David Lappin

Dessie escapes with the beautiful
Easter floral display.

Beautifully crafted wee
ducks handknit by our
own Mrs Dinah Cassells
proceeds went to Sunday
School funds.
Thank you Dinah!

MWI OUTING
A number of us headed away for our Mwi trip on Wednesday 4th May. What an
exciting day we all had. We began the day heading for Lissan House in Cookstown, we
were greeted very warmly by Tony McMinn the trust chairman and the roaring fire in
the massive hall. Getting priorities right we had coffee/tea
and homemade scones, jam and
cream. After which we were
treated to homemade shortbread.
Then we started our tour led
initially by Neil the trust manager,
then we divided into two groups
to be led around.
Such history, and beauty all wrapped up in a great story.
The house was built in 1621 by Thomas Staples, by 1680 the
house had been extended and doubled in size.
Tragically the upstairs collapsed due to weight of books in the
library in 1875, prompting these existing stairs to be built in arts
and crafts style reclaiming and using whatever materials they
could, They took 10 years to complete, as far as I recall
they are the only one of their kind in the world.
In the Ladies parlour the wallpaper holds a 280 year
reign- the oldest wallpaper to survive.

The beautiful bright ballroom is now freshly decorated and used
for weddings and large functions, all to raise money to restore the
house even further. This was the wish of the last owner Hazel
Dolling who lived in the house until she died in 2006 age 83.

The house was highlighted by the BBC back in 2003
in the programme ‘Restoration’, sadly it came
second, missing out on the huge prize by 140 votes.
This was a wonderful tour, so much crazy history in
one place over 400 years. If you are at a loose end
over the summer, would definitely recommend a
visit and our thanks to Eleanor for finding us this
treasure to visit.

George making himself very much at home!!

We left Lissan house for a wee bit of shopping in Cookstown, meeting up for tea in Royal
Hotel for a smashing evening meal and the most beautiful white coffee.
It is safe to say a wonderful day was had by all!!

Congratulations !!
Sapper Christopher Johnston, 17, who was inspired to join the
Army by his father who had been in the Royal Irish, has graduated from Army Foundation College in Harrogate.
He enrolled at the prestigious college at Uniacke Barracks, Penny Pot Lane, and went on to the win a prize for best Junior
Soldier at Physical Training.
Christopher said: “I’ve always wanted to join the Army, my dad
was in the Army and he used to tell me stories all the time
about his mates and the travelling he got to do. “The Army
Foundation College has already given me the chance to spend
many nights in the field with my new friends.”
Christopher joined the Army Foundation College in September
for a unique course combining vocational education and military training.
He enjoyed the sporting side of life at the Army Foundation College playing hockey, football and
rugby.
Christopher said: “I wanted to win the Physical Training award when I started so I’m proud that I
accomplished that.”
He now hopes to join the Royal Engineers and says he is looking forward to learning lots of different
trades.
The graduation parade at Uniacke Barracks was the finale of the course and thousands of relatives
and friends watched the Junior Soldiers pass off the square.
“The graduation parade is the culmination of months of hard work and dedication both by the junior soldiers and the college staff that train them,” said Lieutenant Colonel William Strickland, the
College’s Commanding Officer.
“The Junior Soldiers can justly be proud of their achievements at the College, and the staff and I
wish them well as they go forward to the second
phase of their training at different establishments
throughout the country.”
Lieutenant General James Bashall CBE, Commander of the Army’s Personnel and Support
Command, inspected the Junior Soldiers,
presented prizes and took the salute as the
military parade marched past the dais.
Many Congratulations Christopher on your
achievement and we wish you God’s blessing in
the future.

Soul Mates 2016
On Friday 4th March 2016 I went to Soul mates. Soul Mates is organised by the
Methodist Church for children ages 9 to 13 years. Rachel Gillespie, Daniel McCarthy and I went in Pauline Martin’s car. We had snacks on the way there. The rest
of our group went in Hilary Gillespie’s car. Our leaders were my mum (she could
only come to Soul Mates on Saturday), Hilary, Stephan and Pauline. There were 9
children from Armagh and Killylea church that went to Soul Mates. We slept on
the floor of Lurgan Presbyterian Church in our sleeping bags.

Each morning and night we went to the Jethro Centre, and sang songs, watched
dramas, and listened to talks. We also had a memory verse: ‘This is what the Lord
says, he who made the earth, the Lord who formed it and established it –
the Lord is his name: “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” Jeremiah 33:2-3’. Our speaker was Chris
Neilands from Play It By Ear, who spoke about how there is only one God who can
do incredible things, and can tell us even more incredible things if we just listen.
The worship leader was Adam Strong who led us in really fun songs. My favourite
ones were ‘My Light House’ and ‘Shine!’ The seminars and workshops I did were
Simon Peter, The Door, Zumba dance and Pitch Perfect singing. I had tons of fun
and was really sad when we left. I will definitely go back next year to Soul Mates.

Rachael Zeelie

CHILDRENS CORNER
WHO AM I ?
One day Jesus asked his
disciples a difficult question —
only Peter knew the answer

Fill the shapes into the puzzle below to find his words
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Jesus was delighted
that Peter knew the
answer!

USE THE CODE TO FIND OUT WHAT JESUS SAID IN MATTHEW 16 v17

Secret Code Pad
5 = YOU
8 = HEAVENLY

4 = REVEALED

3 = THIS

9 = FATHER

14 = HAS

12 = MY

______________

6 = TO

______________________

___________________

6+3

16 ÷ 2

4x3

_____________

______________

_____________

(3+4) x2

11—7

9÷3

________________

_____________________

18 ÷ 3

8 -3

SAWUBONA! MCI’s trip to South Africa in August 2016

For two weeks in August eleven Irish Methodists, including Rowan, Joanne,
Rachael and Bianca, will be travelling to South Africa to link up with two
Methodist Churches in the Kwazulu-Natal province and the community projects
connected to these churches.
For a while now we have been engaging in two conversations in Irish Methodism
with regards to mission. Home Missions has been asking, “How do we become
more missional at a local level within our own communities?” and Overseas Mis-

sion are asking “How do we move our relationship with our overseas partners
away from a needs-based relationship to a relationship of equality?”
What we have realised is that God has given us only one mission which can be
exercised at home and overseas. The trip to South Africa seeks to endorse that
understanding.

For this trip we have adopted the Zulu greeting “Sawubona” as our theme. Its
literal translation is “I see you”. It is a recognition and acknowledgement that the
person being greeted is important, is worth noticing. As people created in the
image of God we all have something to contribute.
For the past few conferences we have come away feeling inspired as we have
been challenged to “get our feet wet”, to “move out and join God at work in the
world” and to consider ourselves “aliens in a strange land”.

But important as these messages have been, we have struggled to
interpret them at a local level. Often finding ourselves stuck on the most basic of
questions “What do we do now?”
Having been born and grown up in South Africa, we have witnessed churches at
work in their communities. Methodism in South Africa has an understanding that
the church is in the geographic location for a purpose and that purpose is to
serve the people around it.
This makes sense when we consider that Methodism spread through Southern

Africa by missionaries and so from its very beginnings it has been missional in its
focus. They already know what we are trying to learn and so it makes perfect
sense for us to link up.
For centuries Methodist missionaries have been sent out into the world. This trip
gives us the opportunity to learn what they have learnt, so that we can continue

to send Methodists out into the world. But what we have discovered is that the
world is right on our doorstep.
It is exciting to back to our home country. It will be strange to be there as Irish
Methodists and, for the first time, as British citizens. We are looking forward to
coming back to “spread the word” across the Connexion, to encourage, inspire
and offer practical help to local churches as we begin to “transform our minds” in
what it means to be the church on this island.

Zeelie family at 2016 Marathon raising money for Charities they will be visiting on their
Miission to South Africa

Young At Heart Outing
On Wednesday 11th May, the
Young at Heart visited Stormont
and were given a tour by Danny
Kennedy pictured right with the
group.
Afterwards they had lunch in the
canteen, before setting off to
Bangor.

Pictured left and below the
group wait in anticipation for
lunch.

Below: Off to Bangor for Ice
cream - in the glorious
sunshine.

Christian Aid Update
Pictured right are the supporters,
otherwise known as the movers
and shakers within Christian Aid
who have to date raised a
whopping £6,750!!!
This amount has been raised by
monthly soup lunches, door to
door collections, a fireside quiz,
prepared by Mrs Sadie Somerville
which raised £170 and a Big Breakfast hosted by Liz Switzer, the local Christian Aid
organiser which raised £140.
A very BIG well done to you all for this very worthy cause.

Congratulations !!!
Our Congratulations to Mr & Mrs Robert Frazer who were married 59 years on
5th June. What an amazing milestone!
Pictured below are some of the ladies wishing Lily every blessing and many
Congratulations.
Hope you all had a wonderful family celebration. May God continue to bless you
both on your journey together.

Bowls AGM
The bowls AGM took place on Monday 9th May. It
was chaired by Rec Rowan and the secretary Mr
Billy Greenaway. Positions were voted in and prizes
were given out. Brian is Team Captain, Davy is Vice
Captain and Irena is Treasurer

Brian won the John Mills Cup for the Men’s singles

Irena won the Frank Keys Cup for the Ladies Singles

Once the supper was had and the mats
were lifted the bowling season was officially
over. They will miss the bowls and the fellowship over the summer, see all the happy
smiling faces, pictured below. Well done to all
the prizewinners and for the rest -there is
always next year!!
Ashleigh & Fred won the Harcourt Irwin Memorial Trophy
for Mixed Doubles

Crafty Message
A man and woman had been married for more than 60 years.
They had shared everything. They had talked about everything.
They had kept no secrets from each other except that the little
old woman had a shoebox in the top of her closet that she had
cautioned her husband never to open or ask her about. For all
these years, he had never thought about the box but one day
the little old woman got very sick and the doctor said she would not recover.
In trying to sort out their affairs, the little old man took down the shoebox and took
it to his wife’s bedside. She agreed that it was time that he should know what was
in the box. When he opened it, he found two crocheted dolls and a stack of money
worth £95,000.
He asked her about the contents. “When we were to be married,” she said “ my
grandmother told me the secret of a happy marriage was never to argue. She told
me that if I ever got angry with you, I should just keep quiet and crochet a doll.”
The little old man was so moved, he had to fight back the tears. Only two precious
dolls were in the box. She had only been angry with him two times in all those
years of living and loving. He almost burst with happiness.
“Darling” he said “that explains the dolls but what about all of this money”?
“Where did it come from?”
“Oh” she said “that’s the money I made from selling the dolls!”

AHH!!
Pictured here are our
two youngest cuties in
Sunday School, Ezra &
Eva.
See the look of
concentration and deep
thought.
They look at the rest of
us in Sunday School
room and think WE
have gone mad!!

KILLYLEA in pictures

Outing to the Craigavon Ski Slopes

Annual Pizza Sunday in Killylea

Baptism in Killylea
Pictured Left.
Our Congratulations to Alfie Fitzroy Stoops
who was Baptised in Killylea on 10th April
2016.
Rev Rowan pictured with Alfie, his Mum,
Tina and his Dad, Alan.
May God bless you and keep you.

On the 4th March 2016, the Methodist Church in Armagh hosted the Women’s
World Day of Prayer. This interdenominational event across all communities
happens annually in March and dates back to the 19th century. This year the focus of the service and our prayers were on Cuba and the theme was ‘Receive
Children. Receive me’.
The Republic of Cuba is a beautiful, green archipelago in the shape of a crocodile. Although discriminated against in the past, Cuban women today play an
important role in society, family and church although there are still some elements of a patriarchal culture in all levels of society. Today more than 46% of
persons employed in the public sector are women. Neverless, it is still primary
men who occupy key positions in economy, politics and religion.
On the evening representative of all ages from different churches in Armagh
took various roles during the service. I was involved in leading the service.
Sarah Martin and Bianca Zeelie read and sang a Hymn ‘And God will Delight’
together. Julie-Ann Coulter from Killylea played the piano for the service. Many
thanks to Eleanor Johnston and Liz Switzer for the planning and organising so
the service could run smoothly.
‘We are your children, part of your beloved creation and have a place in your
heart. Help us: to speak kindly and to be a forgiving community, to accept
every human being as unique and worthy to God, to keep the hope in a future
of justice and peace, to receive children in order that they are able to dream,
laugh, dance and love without discrimination.’ Extract from Women’s World
Day of Prayer 2016.
Joanne Zeelie

CHIDREN ARE ‘AMAZING’
LOT’S WIFE
The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot's wife looked back and turned
into a pillar of salt, when little Jason interrupted, "My Mommy looked back once
while she was driving," he announced triumphantly, "And she turned into a telephone pole!"

GOOD SAMARITAN
A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan. She asked the class, "If
you saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?"
A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, “I think I'd throw up."

DID NOAH FISH?
A Sunday school teacher asked, "Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark?"

"No," replied Johnny. "How could he, with just two worms."

MOSES AND THE RED SEA
Nine-year-old Joey was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday School.
"Well, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, he had his army build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across safely. Then he radioed headquarters for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up
the bridge and all the Israelites were saved."
"Now, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught you?" his Mother asked.
"Well, no, Mom, but, if I told it the way the teacher did, you'd never believe it!"

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD
A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the most quoted passages in the
Bible - Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter.
Little Rick was excited about the task - but he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After much practice, he
could barely get past the first line.
On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd,
and that's all I need to know."

CHIDREN ARE ‘AMAZING’ contd
UNANSWERED PRAYER
The preacher's 5-year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed his head for a moment
before starting his sermon.
One day, she asked him why.
"Well, Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his messages. "I'm asking the Lord to
help me preach a good sermon."
"How come He doesn't answer it?" she asked.

TIME TO PRAY
A pastor asked a little boy if he said his prayers every night.
"Yes, sir." the boy replied.
"And, do you always say them in the morning, too?" the pastor asked.
"No sir," the boy replied. "I am not scared in the daytime"

ALL MEN / ALL GIRLS
When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she would bless every family member, every friend, and
every animal (current and past). For several weeks, after we had finished the nightly prayer, Kelli would say,
"And all girls."

This soon became part of her nightly routine, to include this closing. My curiosity got the best of me and I
asked her, "Kelli, why do you always add the part about all girls?"
Her response, "Because everybody always finish their prayers by saying 'All Men'!"

SAY A PRAYER
Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother's house. Everyone was seated
around the table as the food was being served. When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right
away. "Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer." said his mother.
"I don't need to," the boy replied.
"Of course, you do." his mother insisted. "We always say a prayer before eating at our house."
"That's at our house." Johnny explained. "But this is Grandma's house and she knows how to cook!"

Dessie Mitchell

Fellowship OF the Kingdom

The monthly Fellowship of the Kingdom meeting within the Portadown district, including
ministers, spouses and pastoral assistants gathered together in Abbey St Methodist in Armagh
on 5th April.
However the Ladies from the Killylea circuit catered for the event as it had been due to meet
there, but unfortunately due to a disruption to the electric supply, that wasn't possible.
All are looking very happy after sharing in fellowship and a soup lunch.

To Whom It May Concern
It gives me great pleasure to announce the arrival of the new lightweight
cordless hoover. It’s a Bosch Athlet.
This will make our cleaning rota as
easy as a breeze.
Please get yourselves acquainted with
the instructions in the Sunday School
room, and please remember to empty
the small dust chamber and plug in to
recharge when finished so as its ready
when next needed.
I would like to thank all those who
helped in the research and advisory roles in the purchase of this and trust
it will serve us for many years to come.

Rowan’s Ordination
What a night! Such a memorable moment in my journey with God. To have
my parents over from South Africa to
share in this moment made the night
even more special. On Sunday, 19
June 2016, 16 years after hearing God
call me into the ordained ministry, I
was ordained in St Mark’s Parish
Church in Portadown.
It was an honour to have retiring
minister, Rev Jo Sweeney at my side
as my sponsor. Jo played a vital role in my calling to Ireland.
My journey to ordination has not been a simple straight line. I was expecting to
be an ordained minister in South Africa: a familiar country with familiar people
in a familiar culture. Even when Joanne and I moved to Portlaoise in 2002 we believed it was for only two years after which we would go back home where I
would candidate for the ministry in South Africa.
But God had other plans and Joanne and I soon realised that we had a joint calling to Ireland. My ordination is just a part of that and we are looking forward to
discovering what that joint ministry looks like within Irish Methodism in the
years that lie ahead.
I am so proud of the role Joanne,
Rachael and Bianca have played
(and continue to play) in my development as a minister and I look forward to exploring Joanne’s role in
our ministry. She is and always will
be my partner in all we do.

To God be the glory
great things He has done!
CONGRATULATIONS ROWAN!!
As a Congregation Rowan can we all send you our warmest Congratulations and may
God bless you in all the wonderful ways you seek to serve Him and continue to bless
you throughout your ministry, wherever He may send you, now and always.
A big warm welcome to your Mum & Dad & hope they have thoroughly enjoyed their
time in Armagh

Dates for Your Diary
2nd July - Coffee morning and craft sale in aid of South African Mission Trip
4– 21 July - Rowan on Leave
31 July - Armagh Baptism
9-23 August Zeelie Family on Mission trip to South Africa
4th Sept - Armagh Sunday School Resumes New Term
8th Sept - Rev Robin Roddie (Methodist Historical Society) Young at Heart
6th Sept – MWI District Meeting in Abbey Street
13th Sept - Circuit Council Meeting 7.45pm Killymaddy
15th Sept - MWI resumes New term.
1st Oct - Killylea Coffee Morning
2nd Oct - Armagh Harvest Services
9th Oct - Killylea Harvest
30/31st Oct - Killymaddy Harvest
6th Nov - Killymaddy Annual Holy Communion Service
9th - 11th Nov – Junior Ministers’ Conference
12th Nov - Armagh MWI Coffee Morning & Sale
13th Nov - Remembrance Sunday
20th Nov - Home Missions Sunday
4th Dec

- 3pm Killymaddy Carol Service
- Carols by Candlelight Abbey St 7pm
th
11 Dec - Abbey Street Sunday School Carol Service
18th Dec - 10.30am 9 Lessons Carol Service
- 3pm Killylea Carol Service
th
25 December - 9am Christmas Morning Service
31st December - 11pm Watch Night Service
1st January - No service
8th January - Covenant service
Message from the Editor:
A big thank you to all those who have contributed photos, articles, permission for articles and information for this
edition of The Link.
Apologies if I have missed anything, please feel free to pass on any information now for Christmas Edition.
Can I take this opportunity to especially thank our Printers INSTANTPRINT on Loughgall
Road for all their hard work and efficiency at getting our magazine produced on time.
Many Thanks.

