Christmas 2015
Dates for Your Diary 2016

31 December 2015 11.15p.m. - Watchnight Service
02 January 2016– Livingstones Tractor Run at Armagh Business
Park
03 January - Covenant Service
10th January - Gideons International Armagh Methodist
17th January - United Service in 1st Armagh Presbyterian
07 February 3pm - Rowan’s final trial service in Killymaddy
20th February - Global Vision
21st February - Overseas Mission Sunday
27th February 8p.m. - Killymaddy Sacred Concert
28th February 11a.m. (Please note time) Circuit Bring and Share
Lunch
Speak to Joy for further details.

4th March - Woman’s World Day of Prayer In Armagh Methodist.
4th-6th March - Soul Mates
12th March - Gospel Concert Armagh Methodist
19th March - Craft Fair in Armagh Methodist
Speak to Joy or Hilary
13th March - MWI Service
20th March - Palm Sunday Family Service
27th March - Easter Breakfast and Confirmation Service.
28th March - 3rd April Rev Rowan away
Message from Editor: Thank you to all those who contributed to this edition of the Link, in whatever
way.
Apologies if I have missed anything , and remember it can always go into our next Edition in June.
Pass on any items you think may be of interest between now and then.
And may I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and Christ-filled Christmas with
abundant blessings continuing throughout the New Year.

Mission Statement Centred on Christ, Caring for each other,
Connecting with the Community.

Armagh Sunday School Party

A Message from Rev Rowan

Though our numbers were small, we all
had a really lovely time together at the
Sunday School Christmas Party.

Hi everyone!
The year has almost run out and Christmas is upon us! As the year draws to a
close is it often a time for reflection on what has gone by and we look back on
2015 with a mix of sadness and happiness.

We watched Muppets Christmas Carol, all
setup like cinema, lights off, popcorn and
juice.

We have lost loved ones this year, in our church family and in our personal
families, and they will be sorely missed. While we reflect on their passing as a
time of sadness, we also remember with smiles the lives that they lived that
were so precious to us.

Then Santa arrived aided by the snow that
morning, and gave all the children gifts,
having assured them that all letters had
been received and all was on schedule for
Christmas morning. Even Denise got a present this year, now that was a surprise!!

This is also a time when we start looking forward to a new year that is almost
upon us. Growing up, 2016 was year far in the future when we would have
flying cars, meals in the form of tablets and everyone would wear shiny
clothes with odd hairstyles.

After all that, we shared some KFC buckets
and tucked into Ashleigh’s
delicious cake.
Before setting off for home we had to have
traditional game of Pass the Parcel.
A lovely end to a lovely day.

But with the exception of a few odd hairstyles, the future looks nothing like
we might have predicted. We don’t know what 2016 holds for us, what awaits
us in the twelve months ahead. But we can be certain of the God who loves us.
700 years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah foretold of His birth. Jesus Himself promised that He would come again so that all who believe can
be with Him in a place He is preparing especially for us.

We don’t know when that will be. It could be next year or it could be in a hundred years. But we are taught through Jesus’ parables that we should always
live lives prepared for that great and wonderful day.
For our family, these past twelve months have been good. Rachael and Bianca
have performed exceptionally well in school, in piano lessons and in their
dancing and we look forward to the year ahead.
In June my parents will be visiting from South Africa and I will be ordained at
Conference in Thomas Street, Portadown. In August Joanne and I will be leading an Irish Methodist team to South Africa and in September Rachael will
begin high school. We are looking forward to sharing the year with you and
pray that 2016 is all that you hope it to be.

Balloons - always great
source of FUN!!

Have a wonderful, blessed and merry Christmas.

Rowan, Joanne, Rachael & Bianca

Winners of Pass the Parcel!

Step Into Christmas

Pupils from Drumsallen Primary sing at
Killymaddy Carol Service.

Armagh Anniversary Service

Right Armagh Methodist
Church was well filled for
Carols by Candlelight held
on 6th Dec in which the
choir sang from Saints and
Scholars Primary School and
Armagh Old Boys silver band
played.

On 28 June Armagh held the Sunday School
Anniversary Service. Both Sunday school groups shared
the responsibility for the Service, giving guidance
through a ladies make-up bag. Bianca was our model
and Ashleigh our make up artist. Although Bianca definitely didn't need make up it gave us pointers as we use our make up and the
gents use their toiletries to remember God’s word and His unconditional love
for us.

Prizes were awarded to each child for their
attendance and effort put in throughout the
year.
Cups were awarded for highest attendance.
The Senior Cup went to Andrew & Naomi.
The Intermediate cup went to Rachael &
Bianca and the Junior Cup in memory of
Bessie Blocksidge went to Jacob. Congratulations to all our winners and a big thank you
to all from Ashleigh & Denise for your
enthusiasm and dedication in Sunday School.

Above The Nativity was led
by Lisanally Special School
pupils on 10th Dec. Great to
see the Church so full for
both evenings.

JMA Collections
Delicious cake made by Ashleigh Todd for Sunday
School party held on 12th December

Rachael and Bianca Zeelie preparing for Sunday
School Nativity in Armagh. Jacob was briefly
dressed as Joseph and looked great, I just wasn't
quick enough with camera.

Cutting The Cake!!

Congratulations and thanks to all those who helped raise the funds
for the Junior Mission for All.
A total of £98.59 - big thanks for all who supported the children
achieve this sum.
Badges were also distributed for effort. With thanks to Andrew,
Naomi, Rachael, Bianca and Jacob.
Our star collector once again was Jacob!
Well done!

Congratulations & Welcome New Members

Bowls Christmas Party
Fun & games were had at the traditional
Bowls Christmas party held on Mon 14th
Dec
Firstly a game of Bowls like you’ve never
seen before, throwing bowls through chair
legs and between their own legs!!

On Sunday 5th July, Armagh was
delighted to welcome three new adult
members into our congregation and
wider church family. Pictured from left
to right Rev Rowan, Ashleigh Connelly,
(now Todd) Alan Todd, Leon Herwig
and our Circuit Steward George
Henning.

After that it was tuck in time to the festive
treats

It was an extra special day for Alan as
prior to accepting Membership Rev.
Rowan conducted the sacrament of
Baptism. Baptism is always very special,
however when an adult presents themselves its an outward expression of an inward experience
and makes it even more special.
They were presented with very lovely Bibles as a gift from the Church to mark this special
occasion.
We are excited to have them as part of our church with all three now actively involved in our
Church. Ashleigh is the Senior Sunday School teacher, Alan has joined the leadership as a
Congregational Representative for Armagh and Leon has taken on the role of Circuit Treasurer
and is also part of our Pastoral Care team.
“ So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows
into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit” Ephesians 2 :19-22

Killylea Sunday School Outing

Killylea Sunday School went Go Karting to
Lisburn for their outing this year.
Pictured left, Hannah, Aaron, Gary and Rev
Rowan get some much needed safety instructions prior to racing their Go Karts.

As if that wasn't enough excitement for one
evening they had to have another wee quick
game before home.
Big cause for celebration this year and much
excitement as the group have been able to
return to the hall after all the work being
carried out on the Lift.

Don’t Invite People Back To Church
This will be somewhat controversial as I suggest that we don't invite people
back to church!!
I said it would be controversial. Well, don't invite right away, be patient, bear
with me.
Think about this, if someone invited you to watch a movie, you already know about the cinema you
know it’s a large building with a very large screen where movies are shown but you wouldn't go along
without knowing something about the movie. You would want to know will it make you laugh or cry,
will it frighten you or will it inspire or educate you .
The fact is everyone thinks they know what church is about - for many, it is a large building where
the goody two shoes go to on a Sunday, you sing hymns, pray, listen to a sermon from the
minister, sing more hymns and go home again. With this impression, if they are invited with just this
knowledge, their answer is something like "well maybe, I will try and get next week " or " I will think
about it " and when they have been asked repeatedly, it becomes embarrassing, that they begin to
hide away.
So is there another way to go about inviting someone to church? In my opinion, yes there is. Instead
of jumping right in and inviting someone to church perhaps we need to excite our listener.
We should begin by telling them what church does for us, testify how Christ has changed your life,
tell about how important church life is to you, tell about the fellowship, tell how you have witnessed
peoples lives changed. This is what the apostles did, they testified about the saving grace of Jesus,
they told of peoples lives being changed.

Walk for Life - Autumn Stroll
On 27th August a ‘Walk for Life’ was organised with 14 walkers leaving the
Manse at 7pm to do a lap of the Mall,
some completed 2 circuits others did an
extra lap.
The rain prior to the walk had left the
Mall very slippery, Thank Goodness noone fell.
At 8pm we went up to the Lynn Hall
where a few more joined the group for
supper which mainly consisted of fruit.
Dr Stephen Reaney gave a very interesting Powerpoint presentation on his
missionary trip to earthquake torn Nepal. He also spoke of other trips which
he had undertaken to countries which
had suffered as a result of disasters
B.G.

We do have a wonderful gospel to declare and be excited about, and if you can't be excited about it,
how can you expect someone to come along and take a chance they might enjoy it?
I think when you have taken time, and this could be weeks or months, telling someone about your
experience and love for Christ, His church and what it does for you - if you’re doing this right they will
be wondering why you’re not inviting them along on your first conversation. If you’re doing a really
good job they will soon be inviting themselves along. If not, then this should be the time to invite
them along to a special service or event.

The first Christian Aid Soup lunch was held in
the Lynn Hall on Wednesday 2nd
September.
Pictured above are Methodist members of
Christian Aid, Billy, Elizabeth, Eleanor and
Joy with tables prepared to welcome their
first guests, Mrs Crowe and her son Leslie.
£110 was raised at this lunch. The aim is to
raise £1000 over the next 8 months.
Future Christian Aid Lunches will be held in
the Lynn Hall on the first Wednesday of each
month at 1.00P.M. Everybody will be made
very welcome.

Christian Aid 70th Anniversary

Someone coined the phrase " Don't ask what you're country can do for you but ask what can you do
for your country." I think people ask this question about Church the other way around “what can
church do for me" and only when you truly feel and experience the Holy spirit will you be able to answer this question, then at some point you will be asking "what can I do for my church?"

Encourage, excite, inspire. When you feel you are missing out on something you tend to want it all
the more. Share what is in your heart first and not what is in your Church. For in your heart is the
passion, the love and the guidance of the Holy spirit that God has placed in you, it is that passion that
takes you to church to hear Gods word, to have fellowship with others who believe in the
risen Christ. It's a wonderful fulfilling, enriching feeling knowing that the Holy Spirit is at work in your
life. Sometimes you just need to stand back and acknowledge the work of the Holy Spirit in your life
for that is what has made you whole, not the church building, it is this passion that will encourage
others.
My son Andrew has been enthusing so much about the new Star Wars movie that I am now looking
forward to going to watch it. It’s his enthusiasm that has prompted me to act. May God bless us all to
show our enthusiasm about Him.
David Lappin

Christian Aid Soup Lunches

December held a special Christian Aid lunch to
celebrate 70 years since the charity was
formed.
£416 was raised at the most recent Christian
Aid lunch, £170 of that was raised by Mrs Sadie
Somerville who had organised a Fireside Quiz.

A cheque for 730 was presented by Liz Switzer,
the local Christian Aid Organiser, to Mrs Helen
Pictured above -Left to right Liz Switzer, Newell, for funds raised so far, by the soup
lRev. Rowan Zeelie, Mrs Sadie Somerville lunches, well on target. Well done!
and Mrs Helen Newell from Christian
Aid, Belfast.

Young At Heart
On Thursday 3rd September The Young at heart group kicked off the new season with a
bang. Rev Heather Robb and Anne Frazer gave the
group a very warm welcome to their beautiful
home in Cloghy, Co Down. They provided the
members with a magnificent BBQ which was
thoroughly enjoyed by all. Billy presented Heather
& Ann on behalf of the members with a thank you
token for Dobbies Garden Centre - a much loved
spot of the two, Frederick Archer seconded Billy’s
thanks. It was so kind & generous of you both and
all the trouble you went to, Many Thanks again. Rev Heather Robb shows Billy around the Summer house during the visit and look who’s got
caught in the photograph, its only Mr Brian
Gilbert normally behind the camera, nice one!!

Pictured right Maisie
relaxes in the swinging chair, much deserved I’m sure!

Above -Faithful Methodists, The Young
at Heart dishwashers tidying up after
the BBq at Heather & Anne’s beautiful
home.

Pictured left, The Young
at Heart group with Rev
Heather & Anne all very
well fed and watered.
Delighted you all got such
lovely weather for your
outing, certainly looks like
you all had a wonderful
day.
We can only assume Brian
is only missing behind the
camera again!!
On leaving everyone got a
hug from Heather with
the gentlemen getting a
kiss aswell. However it
was felt one man got
more kisses than the
rest!!

Kids Corner
M __ __ __ and J __ __ __ __ __
traveled to
B __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __.
M __ __ __ had a baby and named him J __ __ __ __. He was God’s Son.
She placed J __ __ __ __ in a
m __ __ __ __ __, which was a place for animals to eat. He was wrapped
in s __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ clothes, which were strips of cloth.

Pastoral Care Team Training

MWI –New Term

Following the Pastoral Training completed in April 2015, a further one was completed over
three nights in October and covered topics such as:
What is Pastoral Care?

Why is Pastoral Care important?
Qualities of a good Pastoral Carer.
Communication skills
Using the Bible in Pastoral Care
Praying and Pastoral Care

Keeping up to date with Northern Ireland politics is often very difficult. Mwi stepped out for their
first meeting of the new term on 10th September, hosting Mr Danny Kennedy MLA representing
Newry and Down You may recall the beginning of September was a very uncertain time in Stormont, however we were privileged to hear from Mr Kennedy how he grew up as a lad in Bessbrook,
how the Lord found Him and continues to use him in his daily life. We were very honoured that he
took time out of his busy schedule to talk to us, all the time keeping his eye on his mobile phone incase his presence was required.
Mr Kennedy is no stranger to the Methodist Church in Armagh having given his support for the
Memorial to the Railway disaster victims on the Mall and attended our opening service in memory
of those victims 250 years on, held in June 2014.

Safe Care of Pastoral carers
Confidentiality
Good practice of a Pastoral Carer
Five people attended from Armagh and two people from Killylea. The Pastoral team current-

ly have 8 people for Armagh and 2 people for Killylea; this excludes Joanne Zeelie who will
be a pastoral carer in both Killylea and Armagh congregations. Each person has identified a
certain group of people they feel comfortable and called to care for. Depending on the need

of each person they care for, they’ll will provide pastoral care by visiting or providing care
through phone calls, text messages or practical help.
In the New Year following a Pastoral Care meeting the team will ‘officially’ begin providing
pastoral care for the members of our circuit. At the moment not all members of our circuit
have a pastoral carer, however we hope to increase the team further within the next year or
two years to cover all members of our church congregation.
The team will work alongside our Minister to care for our church circuit. They do not take
away the need for the minister’s pastoral visits but allows all the congregation to be cared
for on a regular basis and not ‘slip’ through the gaps. Thank you to all who attended the
training and were willing to give up their time and energy to help care for God’s folk. Please
speak to Joanne or Rowan if you are interested in becoming a pastoral carer.

United Service St Mark’s Church Of Ireland
An evening with Methodist Church in Ireland President Rev Brian Anderson at the United Service.
Preaching on Ezekial 47, Brian reminded us that the water that brings life flows out from the altar
into the world. As a church we also need to be moving out into the world, bringing life where there
is need.
Pictured left to right Rev Tony Davidson , Presbyterian, Rev Rowan Zeelie, Methodist,
Rev Brian Anderson, President of Methodist Church in Ireland, Rev Malcom Kingston, Church of
Ireland , in whose church the service was held.
Y

Notice For Young At Heart Members
‘For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his
teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity;
the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.’
Romans 12:4-21

Next years Outing is to Stormont on
11th May 2016 as guests of Danny
Kennedy (pictured above)
Please keep this date free in your
diary. Further details nearer the time.

Welcome Baby Ezra
Congratulations to Carolyn and Mervyn
whose little baby boy Ezra James
Carlisle was Baptised on 27th September and welcomed into the family of
Abbey St Methodist Church by our
Cradle Roll Secretary Mrs Elizabeth
Armstrong.
Jacob, the couples first child is an
absolute star in Sunday School having
won the Bessie Blocksidge cup for
attendance three years in a row and is
a real asset to our Church life.
No pressure Ezra.

Wednesday morning began thinking about the rhythms and patterns of our lives. We thought about
how through scripture, we are encouraged to work from a place of rest rather than work until we
need rest. Because humanity was created on the sixth day, our first full day was a day of rest. We
also thought about what that means in relation to being fruitful. Being fruitful does not equate to
being busy. Being fruitful also means that pruning is important and so in times of rest, when we
abide in Jesus, it is also a time to reflect on what we must prune from our lives, both as individuals
and as a church. This is something that is perhaps not easy to do, but is necessary if we are to be
fruitful.
In our final session we looked at the legacy of the disciple-maker, which involved thinking about
how we help new Christians grow until they are ready to become disciple-makers themselves.
All-in-all it was a busy three days, but what I welcomed most was the opportunity to meet with
other junior ministers who are having the same experiences as me and understand the enthusiasm,
the joy (and, at times, the frustration) of the role that we have as ministers in our churches.
Thank you to the circuit for making this possible.

Church BBQ
On Saturday 5th September, quite a few
of us gathered together at the Manse
for a BBQ. Sadly it wasn't as warm to sit
out in the evening as we had hoped but
a lovely meal with lots of choices of salads and delicious array of desserts, tea
and coffee, was appreciated by all.

Youth Pizza Evening

Just before returning to school for the new term on 26th August, some of the
Youth from the entire circuit gathered together for a pizza evening in the
manse.
They divided into teams to play a game of “Scene it” This involved having to
guess the Disney film being hinted at by a snippet of
the theme tune, a line from the film or a brief
picture clue of a character.

Great fun I believe was had by all, with the winners
surprisingly being a team of boys, Andrew and his
two mates from school, Samuel and Timothy.
Personally Disney films have always been a
favourite. Well done lads!!

JUNIOR MINISTER’S CONFERENCE

On the Monday after Remembrance Sunday I went to my first Junior Minister’s Conference, three
days at the Four Seasons Hotel in Monaghan. As I hadn’t been before I wasn’t sure what to expect,
but after a busy October I was hoping for a few days of rest and retreat. I was encouraged in this
thinking by a daily schedule that had breakfast served at 9am.
This wasn’t to be the case.
On Monday afternoon we held our Junior Minister’s AGM and then after dinner we had a couple of
hours of free worship.
Over the next two days an organisation called 3DM managed to squeeze six sessions into a two-day
conference, which was pretty exhausting and left very little time for relaxation. I even managed to be
late for breakfast on the Wednesday morning.
The seminars were around the theme of discipleship and the process of “making disciples who make
disciples”. While for the most part I found these seminars informative and certainly gained insight
and a different perspective on certain things, the programme they were presenting to us is one I
would be hesitant to recommend it to our church in its entirety.
Without going into too much detail on the seminars, we looked at the following ideas:
Session 1: The difference between a pastoral-focused church (looking after its own needs first) and a
missional-focused church (outward looking towards the world around it).
Session 2 addressed the concepts of covenant and kingdom and how we need to balance these two
parts of our Christian identity. Covenant is about a relationship between us and God: God invites us
into a relationship with Him, when we accept He gives us our identity (“I will be your God and you
will be my people”) and then we respond in obedience by living out our new identity. Kingdom is
about the responsibility. Jesus, our King, gives us authority to do His work and then He gives us the
power to do it. We see this happening to the disciples in the Great Commission (authority) and then
at Pentecost (power). While we tend to gravitate towards one or the other individually and as a
church, it is important for us to find a way to have a balance.
We then looked at the balance between invitation and challenge and in Jesus we find that he uses
both of these in His relationship with people: He invites us to find rest, to follow Him, to abide in
Him. But then He also challenges people: to take responsibility, to move out into deeper waters, to
live a better life. The invitation is about the covenant, the challenge is about the Kingdom. A church
that focuses too much on the invitation can become too comfortable and complacent, while focussing too much on challenge can become stressful. Again, it is about balance.
In Session 4 we thought about our relationships and we thought of this in terms of three directions:
up (which is our relationship with God), in (our relationship with other Christians), and out (our relationship with the wider world). Again we thought of these in terms of helpful phrases: our ‘up’ relationship is about a “Passionate Spirituality”, a love of God and a desire to spend time with Him. Our
‘in’ relationship calls us to “Radical Community” – a community of sacrifice with Jesus in the centre.
And then our ‘out’ relationship is about a “Missional Zeal” which should reflect the love that Jesus
had for the marginalised and the lost. If we are to invite people into a life with Christ then we need
to live lives that are worth imitating.

Congratulations Ashleigh & Alan

Our Congratulations to Ashleigh & Alan who got
married in Abbey Street on 13th October.
The service was conducted by both Rev Rowan and
the District Superintendant Rev Clive Webster.
It was a lovely dry day, and a number of the
congregation joined together at the back of the
Church to encourage and support the bride and
groom.
Needless to say the bride looked gorgeous, closely
followed by the two bridesmaids. Little Heidi was a
dote and almost stole the show.
Loads of photos were taken throughout the day
when memories were made.
May God continue to bless you both as you begin
this journey together.
All that is left to say is Mr & Mrs Todd we wish you
God’s richest blessings in this wonderful journey you
are embarking upon together.

1st July Killylea
Each year at the 1st July parade in
Killylea, Members setup a burger stall
on the street and coffee and cake stall
indoors. All proceeds raised go towards Church funds.
Thank you to all the people who make
this effort so successful

Harvest

Circuit Executive

The month of October is always busy with
Harvest Services. It is right to give God thanks
and praise and no better time than when we
bring in the crops.
We have been given so many blessings and
sometimes we take so much for granted. May
God’s Holy Spirit prompt us to be more
thankful and challenge us to do or give a little
back to those less fortunate.

The New Circuit Executive met on
8th December, kicking new session
off in style with a meeting lasting
almost 3hours.
New members as selected by congregational meeting are
Eleanor Johnston, Janitha Archer,
Leon Herwig and Alan Todd. Also
voted but not present Sarah Martin.

CHURCH OFFICIALS
Circuit Steward: George Henning Circuit Treasurer: Leon Herwig Circuit Secretary: Roberta Livingstone
Armagh Society
Society Steward: Henry McMullen Treasurer: Leon Herwig Property Steward: Desmond Mitchell
Killylea Society
Society Steward: Trevor Gillespie Treasurer: Janet Gillespie Property Steward: Stanley Livingstone
Killymaddy Society

MWI Craft Night

Society Steward: Wesley Livingstone

Our MWI October meeting was
Craft Night led by Joy and Denise
and what fun we all had. Joy had
prepared box templates which the
ladies had to transform into boxes.

There were several ideas for
decoration to prompt the imagination and in the end after battling
with scissors, double sided tape and
tiny gems, an array of beautiful
boxes were made.

Treasurer: Roberta Livingstone Property Steward: Alexander Livingstone

Church Council members: Denise Lappin, Alan Todd, Sarah Martin, Janitha Archer, Hilary Gillespie, Brian Warnock,
Eleanor Johnston Secretary: Roberta Livingstone

Thank you Brian!

MWI AGM
Held on 12th November, Rev. Rowan chaired the meeting,
all positions were up for grabs. Ladies were voted as follows
Mrs Janitha Archer-MWI President
Mrs Liz Switzer –Vice President
Mrs Joy Price—Secretary
Mrs Eleanor Johnston –Vice Secretary
Mrs Averil Henning –Treasurer
Mrs Dinah Cassells & Mrs Beth Lester– Committee members

A BIG Thank you to Mr Brian Gilbert ,
pictured right, who had his final meeting at
the Executive as Treasurer on 8th
December. He was very shy and didn't
want to be in the group picture (above) you didn’t think we were going to let you
off that lightly!
For many years of dedication and service
producing quarterly financial reports, and
all that goes with it, we want to express our
sincerest thanks, now passing on to Mr
Leon Herwig.

Young at Heart Christmas Lunch
The Young at Heart group returned to Hutchinsons again
this year for their Christmas lunch, on Thursday 3rd
December and if the photographs are to be believed that
looked like one good big lunch.

Everybody thoroughly enjoyed the occasion.

Armagh Methodist Church Lift
New Church Lift, lighting and Heating improvements, and Fire
Alarm Installation
The congregation will have noticed that over the last few
months intensive building activity has been underway in the
Lynn Halls. For a number of years the Church has been aware of
the need to provide better facilities for the disabled and others
finding life a little more challenging in climbing stairs, etc.
About 3 years ago we provided a disabled toilet and disability
access seating in the church and that was the first stage. The
provision of a lift to increase access to the upper Lynn Hall was
the next objective. Part of the generous Miss Liggot legacy for
church upkeep was allocated to help fund the installation and
to install new heating in the upper Lynn Hall and new lighting in
both halls. It was also necessary to provide a new fire alarm system in both halls to meet the legislative requirements. We are
pleased that the work has been completed. Many in the
congregation have commented on how Pictured above in Lift Averil &
George look keen, Billy looks
Pictured below,
pleased they are that these improve- a little apprehensive
Andrew and Naomi were lift
attendants at the coffee morning. ments have been made.
The coffee morning was the first public
test of the lift and it was well used and appreciated. Now that
the halls have been upgraded the opportunity exists for more
activities.
Dessie
New Tenants: Offices 15 Abbey Street
We are pleased that the WAVE Trauma centre are our new tenants in the
Old Manse offices. Barnardo’s, who were our faithful tenants for a number
of years, left in July this year. They were very good tenants providing services to vulnerable young people. It was fortunate to attract WAVE as successors, particularly without a gap in the use of the building. WAVE Trauma
Centre is the largest cross community victims and survivors support group
in Northern Ireland. The overall aim of the WAVE Trauma Centre as a crosscommunity, voluntary, regional organisation is to offer care and support to anyone bereaved, injured
or traumatised through the 'Troubles'.
Since its establishment in 1991, WAVE has offered direct support to over 5,000 individuals; a crosssection of adults, young people and children with over 2,000 people currently engaged in support
provision. Typically, over 450 new referrals are received across the organisation each year.
Service delivery includes Advocacy & Casework Service; Complementary Therapies; Counselling and
Psychotherapy; Outreach Support and Welfare Advice. Other services include Trauma Training;
Transgenerational / Youth services and Truth, Justice and Acknowledgement.
Armagh is one of five project Centres located in Belfast, Omagh, Armagh, Derry / Londonderry and
Ballymoney with associated satellite provision. We wish the staff of the Armagh WAVE Trauma Centre
well in their important work.
Dessie

MWI Coffee Morning & Sale

God’s Answer for you.
This years sale was very exciting, for first time there
was no worries about who could take the stairs, as
the new lift was fully operational and used well.
Firstly it got good use to take all the boxes of goods
and vegetable produce upstairs on Thursday & Friday and then to carry the customers on Saturday.
Everybody worked very hard setting up stalls upstairs
and transforming downstairs into coffee rooms. Not
to mention all the baking that went on behind the
scenes by young and older alike.
The total raised was £1268 by Mwi and Sunday School stall raised
£168, our major thanks to all those who contributed in any way to this
success.
Editors apologies to Mary, Dinah, Beth, Eleanor, Janitha, Sylvia & Liz
working downstairs the photographer didn't make it down there, I will
make it up to you next year. Sincerely hope didn't leave anyone out.

You say : It’s Impossible
God says : All things are possible (Luke 18:27)

You say: Nobody really loves me
God says: I love you (John 3:16 & John 13:34)
You say : I can’t go on
God says : My grace is sufficient (2nd Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm 91:15
You say : I can’t figure things out
God says : I will direct your steps (Proverbs 3:5-6)
You say : I cant do it
God says : You can do all things (Phillipians 4:13)

You say: I’m not able
God says : I am able (2nd Corinthians 9:8)
You say: It’s not worth it
God says : It will be worth it (Romans 8:28)
You say : I can’t forgive myself
God says : I FORGIVE YOU (1 John 1:9 & & Romans 8:1)
You say : I can’t manage
God says : I will supply all your needs (Philippians 4:19)

You say : I’m afraid
God says : I have not given you a spirit of fear(2nd Timothy 1:7)
You say : I’m always worried and frustrated
God says : Cast all your cares on ME (1 Peter 5:7)
You say : I don’t have enough faith
God says : I’ve given everyone a measure of faith (Romans 12:3)
You say : I feel all alone
God says : I will never leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5)

Killylea Coffee Morning & Sale

A Family Heirloom.
Here is a heartwarming piece of history that I
felt is a story that had to be told, with Kind
permission of Dinah and her family.
Pictured is Dinah holding her most recent
great grand-daughter Mia Emily, age 5mths,
interestingly born on 6th May, the day we
were all away to Glenarm Castle with MWI.
Dinah looks on to Mia lovingly and proudly.
Mia is blissfully unaware that her great grand
-mother wore that exact Christening robe/
Baptismal gown when she had been baptised
in 1935.
It all began with Dinah’s great grand-mother,
it had been given to her, as preowned, for
the Baptism of Dinah’s Aunt, her mother’s
sister, in 1905. The family are unaware of its
history before this time.
However from then it was used for the Baptism of
Dinah’s Mum in 1911, and for Dinah herself in 1935. From there it has passed
around the family and covered a dozen or more babies on their special day,
including Dinah’s daughter Lynn, depending on how it fitted.
The gown itself has withstood all this extremely well, each time being handwashed
to preserve and prolong its life for another generation.
It’s what most of us do we hold onto something for
years, in the hope that the next generation will
make use of it and this piece has been used, valued
and treasured for 110 years and more. What a
lovely thought as each generation has been
presented to God, that he has faithfully blessed this
family, and guided them, as promised, generation
to generation.
Our prayer is that you will all feel God’s continued
blessing upon your lives, and we thank you again
for sharing this with us.
Here pictured with Mia is her mum Emma, (Dinah’s
Granddaughter) and dad Lee.

The annual sale in Killylea was held first Saturday in October
and was well supported by members and local villagers.
£640 was raised for the property account plus £140 for Sunday
school funds.
Thanks are due to all who helped, baked, served scones and
coffee, supplied items, setup tables and tidied up after sale
was over. Many thanks.
BRIAN

Rachel & Leah say farewell to visitors

Killylea Youth Club Outing

50 members and leaders of Killylea
Youth Club set off on their trip to
Dundonald Ice Bowl.

Chloe Bruce (pictured left) won a
mathematical question set by the DJ and
got herself a prize. Well done Chloe!!

The Youth club members always look forward to the stop at McDonalds Sprucefield
on the way home from Belfast.
Photograph shows queue for ‘Happy Meal’
From left JulieAnne, Aaron, Hannah and
Danielle wait in anticipation.

A child’s faith – from a Parent

Autumn Soul

As a child I loved attending Sunday
school. I have very clear and colourful memories of Bible stories and
songs of worship that were taught so
faithfully to us. Therefore, I always
knew that if I was blessed to have
children I would send them to
Sunday school just as my parents had Pictured above Jacob being great big brother and
introduces Ezra to the baby walker, who loved it.
with my brother Mark and me.

Autumn Soul was held from 23rd-25th October, leaving on Friday tea time returning
Sunday early evening. Each year the event is
run by the Methodist youth department and
held among the churches of Bangor,
gathering together almost 500 teenagers to
praise and worship God.
Sleeping arrangements are on a church hall
floor, although with flying glowsticks not
much sleep was to be had, even though we
did have an extra hour due to clocks going back.

As my children are still very young I go out to Sunday school with them. This has
been a wonderful experience. It is a privilege to witness their journey of faith and
this has indeed enriched my own faith and closeness to God.

Four of us went this year Rachel Martin and my friends Samuel King and Robert Gray, and
myself. This was a special year celebrating Autumn Soul’s 20th birthday. Over the course of
the weekend we had a couple of seminars, one of which was a Question & Answer session
with the live band. We were able to discuss with them what its like to be in a band and lead
the congregation in worship, this was the last year of this particular band and was great to
share with them.

I have learnt so much from Jacob in adopting a simplistic approach to faith; to not
overthink it, to believe in God without a doubt. When I watch Jacob and his little
companions sing in church I notice they praise and worship God with all that is in
them. In Sunday school they listen intently and believe what the Bible says; that
Jesus loves them and that he heals their sickness. They believe without arguing, receive it and keep it safe in their hearts. I feel we can learn a lot from the faith of a
child. The Lord Jesus knows and sees that. Before his Disciples and listeners he took
a child and told them that unless they came as little children they could in no way
enter the Kingdom of God.

The Big sing was a highlight for me being
personally interested in music and actively
involved in leading worship. It was a more
informal way of singing the modern Christian
songs, where instead of feeling the band were
performing we all felt like we were included in
the sing-along.

He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I
tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 18: 2-4
This is the faith God wants in us, to trust and not doubt, just like a child.
Carolyn

Dramas were performed by Play it by Ear, a Christian drama company setup by Chris
Neilands, and Ross Jonas, which were very thought provoking.
Over the course of the weekend we heard from Jon Middendorf from Oklahoma City First
Church of the Nazarene, who spoke passionately about how we should not try to fit God
into our life but we should seek guidance as to how to fit ourselves into God’s plan.
All in all it was a very enlightening and uplifting experience to be with so many likeminded
teenagers who are actively involved in their own churches, in expressing their faith and
passing it on.

Miscellaneous Observations





Andrew Lappin




I’m supposed to respect my elders but its getting harder and harder for me to find one
now.
If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong
A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. On my desk, I
have a work station.
Where there is a will, I want to be in it.
Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them
speak.

