June 2015

Dates for Your Diary

5th July: Membership Service with Holy Communion, Abbey Street
12th July : District Orange Service, Abbey Street
20/21 August: Sunday School Outing Killylea
2nd Sept: Christian Aid Soup Lunch, Abbey Street
3rd Sept : Young At Heart Outing
10th Sept: MWI Opening Meeting
13th Sept : United Service in Abbey Street, joining with Presbyterian & Church of Ireland
27th Sept : Back to Church Sunday
3rd Oct : Killylea Coffee Morning
4th Oct : Harvest Service Abbey Street 10.30a.m. & 7p.m.
11th/12th Oct : Harvest Services Killylea 8p.m.
25th/26th Oct : Harvest Service Killymaddy
8th Nov : Remembrance Sunday
14th Nov : MWI Coffee Morning & Sale, Abbey Street
24th Nov : Kids-4-School Service, Abbey Street
27th Nov : Passion for Life -African Childrens Choir in St. Mark’s
Church of Ireland
6th Dec Carols by Candlelight Abbey Street 7pm
13th Dec :Sunday School Carol Service Abbey Street 10.30a.m
20th Dec: Carol Service Killylea 3p.m
25th Dec: Christmas Day Family Service

Mission Statement Centred on Christ, Caring for each other,
Connecting with the Community.

Railway Disaster 126 year Anniversary
A Message from Rev Rowan

Hello everyone!
Wow! It’s hard to believe that we’re coming up to our first year in Armagh.
Time certainly flies when you’re having fun!
On a whole, it has been a good year for us with some ups and downs as we adjusted as a family to what it means to be in ministry. Rachael and Bianca have
enjoyed their school year and have made some great friends along the way.
For Joanne and I the adjustment from what we pictured ministry to look like
and what it actually looks like has been an interesting journey with ups and
downs along the way, and we are certainly wiser for the experience. Our passion and excitement in serving the Lord has certainly not wavered.
What has certainly helped us this year has been the caring and supportive nature of the people of Armagh, Killylea and Killymaddy, and for that we are most
grateful.
We are enjoying living in Armagh and certainly love the location of the Manse,
overlooking the beautiful Mall. It has been interesting to watch how things
change over the course of the year and as we move through the seasons.
It reminds me of how so much of what God has created in this world operates
in cycles. Our churches are no different. As I watched the beautiful green leaves
on the trees turn to oranges and reds and eventually fall from the trees, leaving
them bare and stark through winter, looking so fragile, it made me think of how
some of our churches might be finding themselves in the season of winter, and
that might worry us. But the seasons are cyclical. Winter is not the end, because spring is still to come when new life springs forth from what seems to be
dying.
As spring came and new life starting appearing on the trees, I couldn’t help but
notice how these new leaves could not live and grow without the tree and the
branches that had been standing there for so many years. It’s not a coincidence
that Jesus so often uses trees and vines to describe the Kingdom of God.
As we enjoy the summer, let us learn from what God has set before us, that
apart from each other, we cannot grow and be fruitful. Every person in our
church is important – yes, that includes you – and we all need each other’s wisdom, encouragement and talents to be the church that God has called us to be.
Best wishes,
Rowan, Joanne, Rachael & Bianca

Rev Rowan, Denise and a few of
the young people from Sunday
school gathered at the Railway
Disaster Memorial on the Mall
on Friday 12th June, the 126th
year anniversary of the railway
disaster. We laid a basket of
flowers in memory of the 89
men, women and children from
all parts of the city who lost
their lives on that fateful day.

KIDS CORNER

ALLIGATOR BEAR BEE BOAR CAT CHICKEN CROCODILE DOG EMU GOAT GOOSE HORSE KANGAROO MONKEY MOOSE MOUSE PARAKEET PENGUIN PIG RABBIT
RAT ROOSTER SHEEP SNAKE TIGER

Wedding Congratulations

Our heartiest Congratulations
and warmest wishes to
Timothy Hawthorne and
Suzanne Maddox, who were
married in Abbey Street on
21st May.
Can we take this opportunity
to wish you both every
happiness in your future life
together.

On Friday 20th & Saturday 21st February the Love for Life
team came to the Lynn Hall to give two
interesting talks over the two evenings.
The first evening was aimed at parents, How do we keep
our children safe on the internet? We were
given pointers to talk to our young people, to know what
they’re doing online and who they are talking to. To remain
in control, setup parental controls through your provider
and set boundaries as when internet is allowed. Last but
not least keep talking, so that your child knows they can approach you. Tea/coffee
and biscuits were provided afterwards
The second evening was called Iclick it was more for the young people, guiding
them to think about their safety when online. Reminding them that once a photo
or information is put on there, it cannot be retrieved. Technology and the Internet
are amazing, we just all have to learn how to use it safely. There was live music
and hot chocolate, doughnuts and popcorn after the event.

Billy Graham Outreach Mission

Before Easter the Billy Graham Hope
dvd was shown in both Armagh
and Killylea Churches.

Further Congratulations
Our Congratulations also to Mark Gillespie and
Laura Nesbitt pictured right, who were married in
on Wednesday 10th June.
The family all looking fabulous pictured above.
Hope you all had a brilliant day, and may God
continue to bless you as you embark on this wonderful journey together.

We continue to pray that all who hear
this message will respond to the
greatest gift of all, the Lord Jesus
Christ. We ask for blessing upon Billy
Graham who has tirelessly campaigned
for Christ the most of his life. May we
be inspired by him, and put ourselves
forward to introduce more people to our best friend.
We will not be discouraged and ask God to guide us on how to mission in the future.

Sunday School Christmas Party

YOUNG AT HEART OUTING
Lots of fun was had at our Christmas
party, where we had a late lunch followed by games and a visit from
Santa. It was lovely to see some of
our youngest members,. Thank you
to all who came and shared with us
and also to those who helped and
made it such a wonderful occasion

ng fun!!

Jacob’s havi

The Young at Heart group set off on
Wednesday 13th May for their annual
outing.
They went to Kilbroney for their
morning coffee then soaked in some of
the lovely scenery, up through
Kilbroney forest.
From there they went down into
Newcastle to the Avoca Hotel where
they had a very enjoyable meal.
Safe to say it was a very enjoyable day for all and the sun shining was an added bonus.

Young At Heart - Dates For Diary
3rd September - Outing to Cloughey to visit Rev Heather & Anne
Bus leaves Orange Hall at 11am

As is his mum!!
Raring to go!!

Do Something good today -

!st October - Fields Of Life , Trip to Uganda - Stephen Martin

Make someone smile!!

5th November - My Life with Music - Billy Greenaway
3rd December Christmas Lunch - Hutchinsons Restaurant

Children’s Day Killylea
Easing into the afternoon
Rachael keeping our spirits lifted.

Heidi’s unsure what its all about

Carly taking it all in her stride
Lewis looks full of beans

A big Well done to all who took part in Children’s
day in Killylea on 26th April. The choir sang a number of pieces. Aaron and Gary had a Bible charge
which was thoroughly enjoyed and aided by
everyone, and a group of girls signed to “Stars in the
sky” by Kari Jobe.

Pictured left, Rev Rowan presented Rachel Gillespie with the
Bessie Blocksidge Shield for her Contribution given to Church &
Sunday School over the last year.
Well done Rachel!
Enjoy your summer break, ready to return refreshed in September.

Matthew getting acquainted with the
baby walker — enjoying the freedom!

Going out with a bang - MWI

Bowls Christmas Party

Our final MWI meeting of the season was held in Abbey
Street on 14th May and our special guest was Annette
Foster, who brought us an evening of floral wizardry.
Annette is no stranger to Abbey Street, having mastered our
Floral Creations for our 125th Anniversary of the Railway
Disaster last June.
Pictured here Annette made it all look so easy and produced
all pictured in about one hour!!

Fun & games being enjoyed by all ages!!
Throwing bowls with eyes closed, backwards under
your legs, and with opposite hand you are used to,
so right handers had to bowl left handed, just some
of party antics. Followed by delicious supper, a great
time was had by all.

Tractor Run 2014

MWI District Spring Rally
Pictured left are some of the ladies from Armagh Methodist
who attended Spring Rally in Portadown. The evening meal
was a very enjoyable salad followed by a delicious choice of
yummy desserts.
The speaker Mrs Roberta Bailey the President from the Lakelands district ( pictured below right with her Mum) led with a
game & some choruses, before bringing her message.
She read from Proverbs 31 v 10 “A wife of noble character
who can find” and continued reading verses 25-31. She very
interestingly had brought along her makeup bag and used its
contents to remind us, the Methodist Women in Ireland of our responsibility to yes, take care of our
appearances, but to also deal with our inner selves, to cleanse our
hearts, set our lives on a firm foundation, watch our lips, be careful what we allow our eyes to see and
our ears to hear, and bless our feet
where we go, that we do all things to
honour & glorify our Lord Jesus Christ.
We wont look at a make up bag the
same again!

The Tractor Run was held again on the 27th December and was once
again a well attended event with the region of 500 tractors in attendance. This was held this year in aid of Southern Area Hospice and NI Children's Hospice and raised in excess of £22k.
The route this year was slightly different starting at the old barracks in
Armagh & returning there for burgers, cake crisps etc afterwards. An
auction was also held and a DVD taken of the event to raise as much
funds for the effort as possible.
Our major thanks to the Livingstone family for organising this event,
these things don't just happen without lots of planning. Thanks also to all
the contributors who provided food, burgers, baps and sweet treats,
minerals etc. Last but not least thanks to our volunteers who worked
tirelessly, God bless you all. So will they do it again? ... we watch this
space!!

The next time you feel

God can’t use you

...just remember

Noah was a drunk

Naomi was a widow

Abraham was too old
The Samaritan woman
was divorced more

Gideon was afraid
Isaac was a daydreamer

than once

Paul was too religious
Moses had a stuttering

problem

Joseph was abused
David had an affair with a murderer
Peter denied Christ
Zaccheus was too small
Timothy had an ulcer
The Disciples fell asleep
while praying

Leah was ugly

Jeremiah & Timothy were too young

Samson had long hair and was a womaniser
Jacob was a liar
Job went bankrupt

Jonah ran from God

AND LAZARUS WAS DEAD

Sunday School Update
I can't believe we have come through another Sunday School year. After membership
classes last year and six of our seniors leaving Sunday school, we knew this year was
going to look different. With the arrival of Rachael and Bianca we were blessed with
a much needed boost to Junior Sunday school, and their neighbours and friends Trinity and Daniel. We are small, but I have always clung to our Lord's promise where
two or three are gathered He will be there, and I can assure you hearing the children's
prayers and their questions, I have no doubt they know God's presence is with us in
the Sunday school room as well as with the congregation in the main building. We
also have fun of course, and sometimes in the midst of enthusiasm I see Jacob looking at me as if I have lost the plot. Its great to get excited about God's word, and I'm
very much delighted to be part of it!
Ashleigh has settled in very well to the Senior Sunday school class, where it
seems I'm not the only one to get excited about my faith! We both would
like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support prayerfully
and in fundraising. You will have seen by last years accounts we sold a
phenomenal amount of crafts, £953 (before expenses) our thanks to
Margaret & her team in Cut-n-Curl, to Ashleigh who also sold a vast
amount of our older stock, (that you all were sick looking at!) To Dinah whose
knitting has been admired by all, male & female and to Norman who earlier this year
put together a quiz raising £120 for Sunday School accounts.
Due to all of this we remain self sufficient after 15years and have still been able to
supply the biscuits for after church teas, making sure no strain is put upon our
Church working account. Further to this the Sunday school room has been due a
makeover for some time, and with new heaters being installed, painting, curtains etc
now having all been approved by Church Council, I am delighted to say that our account will be able to help out with these costs. That's all down to all of you, all of you
who buy our paper crafts & cards, thank you so very much, it really is appreciated,
yet you can rest assured we do not take that money for granted and do continue to
make sure its used wisely. Thank you.
Finally a big thank you to Joy, who works steady behind the scenes designing and
coming up with new ideas and then giving her time to produce these creations. Big
Thank You! Now that our stocks are depleted we are already in preparation for Mwi
sale so watch this space.
God bless you.
Denise

District Service

Killymaddy Sacred Concert

On the evening of 24th June Abbey Street Methodist had the
privilege and honour of hosting the District Service. This was
a very well attended Service, so much so that we hadn't
enough Hymn books. What a joy to say that we hadn't enough Hymn books!
The service echoed Methodism at its best. Our ears were treated to a serenading
from Mahon Road Methodist Ladies Choir, this was a delight indeed.
The Rev Ken Wilson {pictured above} was the guest speaker, and he was very
relaxed. He calls coming to Abbey Street coming “home” and we are always very
happy to welcome him back.
Rev Ken delivered a sermon of true depth and volume, expanding our minds to
reach beyond the pews and Church buildings. He encouraged us to be happy, joyous
Christian’s reaching out to others, to be overwhelmed and full of joy at being filled
with the Holy Spirit and to live our lives more like Christ.
The challenge to each of us is to imagine our minds as an art gallery. Imagine how
we would feel to show off all our good deeds, and our not so good deeds. our good
thoughts and our not so good thoughts to our Saviour - What a challenge! I may
have to close mine for renovations!!
It was great also to see old friendships rekindled and new ones being forged over
tea and coffee in the Lynn Hall. May I extend our gratitude and appreciation to the
Abbey St. Ladies for giving us that
opportunity.
David Lappin.

The Sacred Gospel Concert was held back on 28th February. Of the
funds raised, half, £450, went to Robert Ssegonga’s work in Uganda,
and the other half was to Killymaddy Church funds.
It was a busy program followed by an outstanding supper, safe to say
a very enjoyable evening was had by all who attended.

Surprise Surprise
It was a lovely surprise on Sunday 14th
June to be visited by Rev. Denis & Carol,
up for Conference. It was lovely to catchup
and hear all that they’ve been up to this
past 12mths.
May God continue to bless them in all
they continue to do.

Pictured left - Joy Price receives cheque from Stanley Livingstone and
his wife Lorraine, on behalf of Robert Ssegonga. Also pictured is
Rachel Gillespie, one of the stars of the evening who sang.

Soup Lunches 2015
Over four weeks in the run up to lent,
some of our ladies in Armagh put in
an awful lot of work and offered
homemade soups, bread and cheese
lunches to workers and supporters in
the surrounding area. Each week the
soups flavour changed and there was
usually a choice, unless it was sold
out.
Our thanks to all the ladies involved
they raised a massive £931.65 which
will be much appreciated for Church
funds.

WHEN I GROW UP
A small boy returned from Sunday School in floods of tears. When questioned by his mother about his distressed state he sobbed “ Jesus wants
me for a sunbeam, but I want to be a train driver!”
TWOS COMPANY
For our honeymoon my fiancée and I chose a fashionable hotel known for its luxurious suites. When
I called to make reservations, the desk clerk inquired ”Is this a special occasion?” “ Yes” I replied
“it’s our honeymoon. ” “And how many adults will there be?” she asked.
HEAVEN
An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, finally asked him, “How do you
expect to get into heaven?” The boy thought it over and said “Well I’ll just run in and out and in and
out and keep slamming the door until St Peter says “For heavens sake Dylan, come in or stay out!”

School of Worship
The church council gave me a great opportunity to go on a worship weekend focused on
leading praise through music on 27th –29thMarch. I would like to start by thanking them
for this amazing opportunity.
School of worship was based in Trinity Church Lisburn. There were 3 groups of different
skills; artistic, technical and musical. I was going for music, as you probably have already
seen me leading with my dad in the Church Praise Group with my guitar.

Pastoral Training
Introduction to Pastoral Training took place on Saturday 30 May 2015. Five people attended of which 1 person was from Richhill Methodist church. Unfortunately two people
had to pull out at the last minute due to sickness and other commitments. Following this
training there has already been an interest to run Pastoral Training for those who could

Within the musical section we were given 3 seminars, to choose 2 of them. The choices
were; leading praise, writing children’s songs and song writing, I chose song writing and
leading praise, as leading is the main reason I went so as to learn more about it and be
able to understand it better.

not make the whole day training during evenings.

The first day for me was a bit daunting as I was alone knowing only Chris Neilands, one of
the leaders. I soon got over this as I quickly made friends and got to know most of the
people there very well. I discovered later that this worked to my advantage since I was
alone it was better as I was able to make friends easier and be more confident than clinging to those I knew. It reminded me of my first day in secondary school where I was separated from my primary school friends.

and even within the local community. The view that pastoral care is only visiting homes

The first seminar was song writing it was where we looked at a piece of scripture in both
NIV version and the more updated version The Message. We separated from the group and from then we chose lines that we thought
worked well together to form a song that is scripturally accurate and
was poetic.

the families but would take responsibility to build relationships with them, pray and care

The second seminar was leading worship, where the leader of the worship band of the weekend set out the role of a worship leader and how
to interact and try to engage with the congregation in our own church.
We started by identifying what their responsibilities are to both the
church and the people in the praise group, this was a great help to me
and allowed me to understand more about being a praise leader.
There was free time but we had the choice of taking part in individual
instrument tuition, it was more like a Q & A session on the guitar. I
was able to ask about more difficult ways of playing guitar that help to make the music
sound better like bar chords and power chords.
Overall this worship weekend was a great experience and I really enjoyed being with focused like-minded Christian’s intent on praising God.
I plan to put what I learnt into practice in Church and try to involve more ways of playing
my guitar and other instruments now that I have the Mandolin at my disposal.
Andrew Lappin

Feedback from the training was positive and encouraging. There seems a definite shift
from the more traditional thinking of pastoral care from mainly visiting the sick or non
church attender to a new view of pastoral care by building relationships with all the church
has also shifted and the realisation that it could be done through indirect contact (phone
calls, texting, conversations at church etc.).

There are 72 names of families on our

church list in Armagh and 11 families in Killylea. My hope is that in the near future we will
strive to try have a pastoral carer for most of these families that will not necessarily visit
for them.
It says in Ezekiel 34:2-10 ‘the Sovereign Lord says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel who
only take care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? You eat the
curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not
take care of the flock. You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound
up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have
ruled them harshly and brutally. So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they were scattered they became food for all the wild animals. My sheep
wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. They were scattered over the
whole earth, and no one searched or looked for them.
Let us make sure that our ‘flock’ does not scatter but we care for them and search for the
ones who are lost.
Please can you continue to support and pray for our pastoral care.
Thank you
Joanne Zeelie

Walk to Emmaus
From 5th -8th of March this year, I had the wonderful privilege of being invited to become a pilgrim on the Walk to Emmaus. I had refused this offer a few times in previous years but this time I realised
that God was speaking directly to me, inviting me to spend some very precious time with Him
away from my the constraints of modern life, work, schedules, television, phones etc. - just
time alone with God.
I left on Thursday afternoon and headed for Dromantine over near Newry. A wonderful
location set in beautifully cared for grounds and a lake to add to its beauty. Left my bags in my
room with ensuite facilities, and enjoyed our first meal together before settling into the program. From then until Sunday evening our every need was taken care of, someone had joked
it could be called walk to enormous with teas, coffee & cake in between very substantial
meals.
This was a real awakening of my soul, realising just how closely one can feel the Real Presence
of God. The pouring out of God's love felt so real it was like standing beside Jesus with His
arm around me reminding me that for the rest of my life He will never leave me or forsake
me. No matter what life throws at you this is God's love in its purest form - Agape, God not
only gives love but God is Love.
For me, God reminded me I am a disciple of Christ and I should be the very best disciple I can
be, daily showing His love to others. We are a bit like the loaves and fish after the sermon on
the mount, those five tiny loaves and two fish fed thousands after being blessed by Jesus. He
too has blessed us, we are now equipped to feed thousands with the word of God.
The objective of the Emmaus community is to inspire, challenge and equip the local church
members for Christian action in their homes, churches, places of work and communities.
The walk to Emmaus has been a new beginning on my walk with Jesus I feel so blessed having
been given this
opportunity, and
thankful to the
members of Abbey
St. who supported
me and my family
over this weekend.
If you feel led to
spend this wonderful
"honeymoon with
Christ" please feel
free to come and talk
to me.
David Lappin
Pictured right pilgrims &
leaders of Emmaus 21

Belfast Marathon
At Autumn Soul in 2014, the challenge was put out
for 100 people to volunteer to take part in the Belfast Marathon. The purpose was to raise funds for
the Container Ministry who are celebrating 25 years
of incredible work this year.
There is still some disagreement about who exactly from our group volunteered us – it has
been narrowed down to two – but it all ended with us entering four people in a five-person
relay team (Stephen Martin, Christopher Johnson, Henry McMullen – an eleventh hour replacement – and me), while Pauline Martin and Hilary Gillespie took part in the 8-mile
walk.
After months of training (and by months, I mean weeks) pounding the streets of Armagh
and Markethill, we set out for our big day in Belfast. Speaking for myself, it was not easy, it
seemed longer than I imagined it to be, but we did pretty well by all completing the challenge we had set out to do, and I must admit that I did not feel as bad as I thought I would
the next day, in spite of struggling quite a bit with dehydration that night.
It was hard work, but there was a great sense of achievement and I look forward to doing it
again next year, perhaps with one or two new team members?
Between us we managed to raise £395 towards the Container Ministry. We are thankful to
all who contributed to this.

Congratulations
Many Congratulations to
Arva Archer who passed
her driving test on 26th
May.
In between doing exams at
school and
juggling other commitments.
May we all wish you many
happy years of safe driving.
God bless you.

DEVOTION
I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me
Phillipians 4:13
The secret of the believers life
is his drawing on the strength
of his faith in Christ. There is no
limit to what the least of us can
overcome and become in the
Lord.

Soulmates 2015
The Story Behind… ABIDE WITH ME
On Friday, 6th March, Trinity, Daniel and I went to Soul
Mates. It’s kinda like a camp for lots of churches.
Trinity, Janaya, Rachel Gillespie and I went in our car.
We had crisps on the way there. The rest of our group were in different cars.
There were three leaders, my mummy, Hillary and Stephen. There were twelve
children – 8 girls and 4 boys.
When we got to Lurgan, we set out our beds and unpacked some of our stuff,
then we went to sing some songs and we watched a drama. After that we had a
party. There were games, a movie, a disco and a cafe.
Then we went back to the halls where we were staying. We got all our sweets out
and shared them and ate them. The lights went out at 12 o’clock but Trinity and I
stayed awake, eating sweets.

We woke up the next day at quarter-to-six and got
ready for breakfast. I had three sausages and threequarters of French toast. While we were waiting for
things to start, we practised for Soul Stars. Soul
Stars is like a talent show. You can only enter one
entry in per church so we decided to enter a group.
We got everyone to participate in the event. Trinity
and I started with doing a tap dance and then some
girls did a mime and then we ended off with a pyramid. Even the boys got involved.

One of the most famous hymns in the world came out of Brixham, near Torbay, Devon in 1847. In
those days it was a poor obscure fishing village and the vicar was the Rev Henry Francis Lyte. It was
a discouraging place to be a pastor, but Henry felt that God wanted him there, and so he stayed,
though it was lonely work, and he suffered constant ill health. By the time he was 54 Henry had
contracted tuberculosis and asthma, and he and his family knew he was dying. It would have been
so easy for him to look back on his life and feel a complete failure. What had he ever accomplished?
And yet– Henry knew that in life it is not worldly success that matters, but how much we respond to
Jesus Christ and how much we follow him.
In September of 1847 Henry was preparing to travel to the south of France, as was the custom for
people with tuberculosis at that time. One day before he left, he read the story in the gospel of
Luke about the two men on the road to Emmaus. They were met by Jesus on the day of His resurrection, and they invited him to stay with them because it was getting late. “Abide with us” they
said “ for it is towards evening”
These words struck a cord with Henry, who knew that it was getting towards evening in his life. So
he sat down and wrote this hymn as a prayer to God– (the following are just some of the verses)
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide
When other helpers fail and comforts flee
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day
Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.
I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me.
Shortly after Henry wrote that hymn, he preached his last sermon. He was so ill he practically crawled into the pulpit to do
so. A few weeks later, in Nice, France, he died, and so of course
he never knew that his hymn would go on to become world
famous, and that nearly 100 years later it would be the last
hymn played by the brave musicians on board the Titanic the
night it went down.

Bowls AGM

We then went to listen to a talk, sing songs and
see a drama. After this we went to seminars in a

Winding up the end of the bowling
year was the Annual General
Meeting and prizegiving.
Mrs Janitha Archer chaired the
meeting and presented the prizes.

school. I went to the one on Psalms with Hilary.
While we waited for our turn for lunch we
played games. Kate was picked to try and get a
chocolate from her forehead into her mouth
without using her hands. Daniel had to feed Stephen a doughnut on a string.
It was very funny. After eating lasagne for lunch we went to our workshops.
Next I went to Photography with Trinity. We took cool
pictures that looked like Trinity and mummy were eating
cars or standing on each other. I really enjoyed this work-

Fred Archer won the John Mills cup for Mens Singles

shop.
After the workshops we all met up together again and had
some free time to do some shopping.
Once we got back to the hall we practiced our dance again.
Irena Irwin won the Frank Keys for Ladies singles

We then had dinner. I really enjoyed the talk on the Holy Spirit. The speaker
used the example of a jug never running out of water. We also sang songs and
watched a drama. Soul Stars then started and we got to perform.

David Lappin and Ann Mills won the Harcourt Irwin
Memorial Trophy for Mixed Doubles

We then went back to the hall, had a mini feast and went to sleep as we were
very tired. In the morning we packed up our things and went for breakfast. We
had our last talk, watched a drama and sang
some songs again. At the end we said our
‘goodbyes’ and ‘thank-yous’.
And prizes for the runner up Mixed Doubles.
Brian Warnock & Naomi Lappin
All followed by celebration supper.
A delightful evening was had by all!

Finally we headed home, stopping at McDonalds on the way. I really enjoyed Soul Mates
and will definitely go again next year.
Rachael Zeelie

CONGRATULATIONS
& WELCOME

Happy Easter!
Our now traditional Easter Breakfast in
Armagh kicked off bright and early at 9a.m. to
celebrate together as a family, the risen
Saviour.
The Rev Graham Hamilton was due to share
the sacrament of Holy Communion with us
and it was really lovely that his wife Francis
and he were able to join us for breakfast..

Congratulations to Carolyn & Stuart
Pictured left. Welcome to
Baby Carly Edwards born on
22nd September 2014.
Sister to Mollie & Ellie Edwards .
Pictured here at age of 3
months.
May God continually bless you
all.

Furthermore it is with great thanks to Francis
for these photos of breakfast, as the
editor( fixated on her breakfast prepping,) forgot her camera. Thank you Francis!

A very young baby James Rainey on
his first visit to Sunday school

Congratulations Across The Miles

Thank You!

We all truly enjoyed breakfast and also the
very uplifting Worship service afterwards.

A very kind lady. Sent this wonderful cake to
Abbey Street congregation which we all enjoyed with our tea & coffee after the Easter
service. It was such a shame to cut it,
a masterpiece.
Thank you!

Congratulations to our Winner
Anna Rose was born on 3 February this year at 7.13 am at the Mercer Hospital
Heidelberg, Melbourne, Australia. Her grandparents, Shirley and Henry, visited
her in March and April, and the photo show her being cuddled by a proud
grandmother. You can see how much she has grown in just a few weeks from
the photo taken on Australian Mothers’ Day 10 May, when she and her dad
Paul took her mum Penny out to lunch. Paul and Penny appreciate the
thoughts and prayers of the congregation in Abbey Street.

Earlier in the year Mr Norman Wray devised a thought provoking quiz sheet on towns and
villages in N.Ireland.
The winner was drawn in Cut n Curl by Mrs Margaret Mitchell on Good Friday
and we are delighted to announce that Mr Joey Colvin won himself an Easter
egg for completing the sheet successfully.
Thank you to all who participated as this quiz raised £120 which Norman had
earmarked for the Sunday school account.
Major thanks to Norman, I was very touched that you chose to support our work in Sunday
school in this way . God Bless you.

More Congratulations!

Palm Sunday Bring & Share

Pictured left Kieran, Lisa and baby James
Rainey at his Baptism on Sunday 14th
December in St. Anne’s Church in Kilrea.
May the Lord bless you and keep you today
and always.

What a spread!!
A 3 course meal, including After Eights .
A meal for the people provided by the people.
We all contributed in whatever way suited, filled
in the list and Hey Presto it went down a treat.

The gentleman pictured here is called Wilson Archer ( no connection to
our own Archer Family.)
During Lent some people gave up sweets, cakes others gave up technology, time spent on dsi’s and tablets, all very worthy ways to show God how
much we love Him, and to contemplate how much He truly loves us that
He gave His one and only son.
This man has carried his cross to the towns & villages of Ireland, North and
South sharing with people his faith and the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Pictured here in Moira on a very cold day. What a marvellous way to give
of your time over this sacrificial period.
In Abbey Street we had a most amazing Good Friday Service called
Tenebrae, bringing together all the events after Jesus Triumphal entry into
Jerusalem.
I describe it as amazing, let me explain. On entering it was very dark with
only 9 candles alight at the front of the church. There were readings, interspersed with video
clips and music, after which one candle was put out. Our readers read from the lit up tablet and
all happened unannounced, culminating with a loud bang, indicating the stone closed over the
tomb.
We all were asked at the beginning of the service to leave in silence at the end and with such a
wave of emotion, it really did feel the right thing to do. Sometimes we read quite calmly over the
Easter story, forgetting Jesus did feel real betrayal, real loneliness cut off from His Father, real
pain, real ridicule, real death, for me and you. What a Saviour!
Thanks to Rev Rowan for introducing us to this special service interacting with all the senses and
for most definitely for making us think.

& Welcome
Big Hello & welcome to baby Ezra James
Carlisle pictured here with very proud big
brother Jacob.
Ezra was safely delivered on 26th March
at 7lb6ozs, but is rapidly growing since.
Congratulations to Carolyn & Mervyn and
may God continue to richly bless you and
your wonderful family.

& there’s even more baby Congratulations
Our heartfelt Congratulations and
every continued blessing on Lucy,
Patrick and their new baby
daughter Eva Sylvia May Clarke
who arrived 4weeks early on 23rd
February this year, weighing in at
only 5lbs 7ozs.
Its lovely to see how she is
thriving now, taking it all in her
stride.

MWI UPDATE

MWI OUTING
On Wed 6th May 38 of us climbed on a bus and
headed wherever Eleanor’s heart desired, which
this year was Glenarm Castle Gardens & tearooms. After tea/ coffee & scones the weather
just about held up for us to make our way
around the beautifully tended walled garden,
and see all the wonderful species of tulips.
Sadly the castle wasn't open to visitors the day
we were there. It is the current home of Viscount and Viscountess Dunluce and their family.
The 1st Earl of Antrim had built a castle in Glenarm, it was burnt down in the 1640’s and the
current castle was rebuilt by the 5th Earl in
1756.
In January the MWI held their Annual
Dinner in Armagh City Hotel.
The food was delicious, and we were entertained afterwards by Elizabeth Forbes
and Brenda Thompson and their
puppets.
It was a real treat. Sad to say this was
their final performance

In February we had a very interesting talk
In April Peter Donnelly from the N.I. Ambulance service, brought along the all sing- from Angela Lipsett from New Hope
ing all dancing defibulator, what an amaz- Ministries in Portadown.
ing piece of kit. By the end of the night he
had tested blood pressure, blood sugars,
cholestorol to name a few.

Dates for Diary
10th September - Danny Kennedy
8th October – Craft Night
12th November—AGM
14th November Coffee Morning
& sale
10th Dec –Christmas Party night.

Then off to Larne we went drinking in the magnificent scenery on the coast road, ready to hit
shops & coffee shops.
We finished our day in Craigyhill Methodist
Church in Larne for our evening meal and the
obligatory group photo!!
A big thank you to Eleanor for all
her hard work—and dare I say we
look forward to where the magical
mystery tour will lead us next
year!!

