June 2014

Dates For Your Diary

6th July - Rev Rowan Zeelie First Sunday
3rd August - Holy Communion led by Rev. Heather Robb
Rev Rowan will be on Holiday 9th - 17th August
10th August - Rev. Graham Hamilton
17th August - Mrs Maureen Blevins
Any enquiries or emergencies contact Rev Graham Hamilton on
30838808
Church Council Meeting - Tuesday 2nd September in Killymaddy 7.45pm

7th September - Official Welcome Sunday ( To be confirmed)
No Service in Killylea on 7th Sept as this is a Circuit Service
Killylea Sale & Coffee Morning - 4th October
Harvest Services - Armagh 5th Oct ober Morning & Evening
Killylea 12th & !3th October
Killymaddy 26th & 27th October.

Congregational Meetings - Armagh 22nd October
Killylea 29th October

MWI Coffee Morning & Sale - Saturday 8th November

Mission Statement Centred on Christ, Caring for each other,
Connecting with the Community.

Congratulations...

A message from Rev. Denis.
We are very sad to be leaving
Armagh. As I write I am surrounded
by boxes of books waiting to be
moved to Bandon. Carol & I want to
thank you all for your kindness to us
during our time here which has
been wonderful. We have very fond
memories of Armagh, Killylea and
Killymaddy and leaving is not easy. We trust God
that this is His plan for us and we look forward to
moving to Bandon knowing that by His mercy we
will be able to settle there.
The last number of months has been very busy.
We have had some good times and some very sad
times. It has been a great privilege for us to have
come through these times with you and we pray
God’s blessing on you all as you continue the work
of the church on the Armagh Circuit.
Don’t forget to look us up if you are ever in West
Cork.
God bless,
Rev. Denis.

Lucinda Murray holds the Bessie Blocksidge
Shield which she received for her sign language work with the children.
Also in the photo is Hilary Gillespie, Sunday
School Superintendant in Killylea and Rev
Denis Maguire.

AND Well done to All!!

Killylea Sunday School
pupils with their gifts
received at their Annual
Childrens day Service in
May.

Killymaddy Tractor run
In December 2012 the Livingstone family from Killymaddy organised a
Tractor Run to raise much needed funds for The
Southern Area Hospice as a “Thank you” in memory
of their dear wife and mother, Mrs Marina Livingstone who had been a patient for a number of weeks
until her passing in August 2012. The family gratefully appreciated the care and support given to Marina and them during her time there.
The Tractor Run was a huge success having raised
over £19,000 and the family were so encouraged by
the support they received that they decided to organise another one on 29 December 2013. This too
was a huge success with an increase in the numbers
taking part. The day ended with a barbeque, auction and entertainment.
We pass on our Congratulations to the family and
are delighted that their massive organisation and commitment paid off
with the total raised being in excess of £22,500. Everyone had a very
enjoyable time, and who knows maybe it’s a venture that will be repeated again this year!!!! Watch this space!

Gary Gillespie & Sam Murray went
to a special service at Glenavon
Football Club.
Prior to the service they are photographed here holding the Irish Cup
won by Glenavon.

Looking back…….

Sunday School Christmas Party
Lots of fun was had at the Christmas
party on 14th Dec. Both young &
Young at heart gathered for a delicious lunch prepared for us lovingly by
Joy & George Price. Followed by some
old fashioned party games, musical
chairs and pass the parcel, and Santa
even had enough time to call with us too.
A great way to spend the afternoon together.
Perhaps if you weren't there you will consider
joining us next year!!

Carol treated us to some
marshmallow snowmen and
a delicious Chocolate cottage
which we hadn't the heart to
cut into until the following
day after service!!
Look good & tasted great!!
Well done & thank you Carol.

BOWLING FUN
MUM
Our Bowlers have been
having lots of good green
fun also. Having their own
Christmas antics.
This year has seen some
new enthusiasm for the
bowling club but as always they will always
warmly welcome new
players.

When you are born, God chooses your mum
She cradles you first and two become one
The bond then grows between mother and
child
A love so warm, gentle and mild.
Your first day at school, she’d soothe your fears
And when you fell down, she’d wipe away your tears
In your teens, when you thought you knew it all
She’d never judge, just give you support.
You flew the nest, started a family of your own
But Mum was always there, you never felt alone.
She gave her advice whenever you were in need,
She wouldn't interfere, just sow the seed.
And now Mum has gone, what will we do?
She’s always been there with an “I love you”
We’ll miss her advice and the guidance she gave,
We’ll miss her smile and her loving ways.

Go For It
Ladies!!!!
It’s Ladies
Night & I’m reliably informed
Renee won.
Congratulations!

God gained an angel the day He took Mum,
But we know she’ll stay with us, because two became one
You can never replace that motherly figure
God, rest in peace Mum, we’ll love you forever.

Written by Margaret Wray in Memorium of her Mother Annie Trymble
who sadly passed away last year at the age of 98.

The congregation will have noticed some improvements to the
Church property. There are two reasons for this. Firstly, we
were required by the Church Commission to undertake repairs
mostly addressing dampness and woodworm in some sections
of the Churches, halls and manse. This is now complete. Secondly, we were able to secure funding from the Council to
spruce up the exterior of all
our Armagh Church properties in Abbey Street and Dawson Street.
This is underway and includes painting of
walls, doors, windows, guttering, railings
and repairs to stone wall in Dawson Street.
This work must be completed before the
end of June. We hope that this demonstrates that the Church takes pride in the
proper state of its properties to be used more effectively to the Glory of
God.

It has come to my attention that our cleaning rota, (that
is volunteers to clean the inside of the church building,)
is severely depleted.
Of course none of us likes housework- hoovering and
polishing but what’s the alternative? Do any of us want
to come to God’s house on a Sunday morning and see
our son/granddaughter write his/her name in the dust,
or counting cobwebs instead on focusing on the real reason we are there?
It’s the very least we want to do when we have visitors calling to our homes so
why do we not wish to show Our Father’s House similar respect?
I am making an urgent plea, and Mrs Renee Irwin will be looking forward to
hearing from YOU.
Whats involved? One hours service in 6 weeks - that’s all!!
Come with a friend, bring along family members, many hands make light work,
whatever way works for you we would really appreciate it.
And that’s not all I can honestly say anything we do for the Lord will always be
repaid to us in tenfold blessings and who of our number wants to miss out on
that!!
Thanking you in anticipation
Denise

One of this years newcomers to
bowls, David Lappin, took the mens
singles this year.
Congratulations!

Monday is Bowls night and
will resume again in the
Autumn.

Killymaddy Sacred Concert
This years concert was held on 22 Feb, and artists who took part were A92,
Tandragee Methodist Praise Group, Johnny McMahon, Gerry Black, The
Coulter Family and Rebecca Livingstone. The event was compered by Jim
Smart. It was a good evening of praise and fellowship.
0ur thanks to all participants and guests who helped to raise money for Killymaddy Church funds & also £450 to the work of Robert Ssegonga in
Uganda.

MWI UPDATE
The ladies of the MWI have had a few interesting
meetings this year.
We had a creative evening before Christmas when
Denise Alexander showed us
how to ice Christmas cakes she made it look
so easy.

Then we kicked off the New Year in style having the annual
dinner in the Armagh City Hotel on the 9th Jan. A superb
meal followed by some entertaining banter by Mr Ian Coalter,
and then our very own Roger Nesbitt led us in a singalong.
Our February meeting was led by Mr Willie Carson from the Container Ministry in Lurgan. He
had some wonderful stories to tell of how, our
most wonderful God uses him to provide items
from this part of the world to wherever there is
a need. It was truly amazing listening to how
miracles are still happening if we look closely enough.
Our March meeting was led by Mr Peter Donnelly who spoke to us about
First Aid. Peter is currently a paramedic and his information was very
useful and up to date. He brought along the resusitator for us to have a
go at Cardiac Pulmonary Rescusitaion (CPR)for ourselves.
There was a large group of us went to the Passion for Fashion evening in
The Armagh Hotel in April. We received goody bags the first 400 but
astoundingly there were about 900 ladies in total. Jude Law treated us to
a few wardrobe tips and also to her testimony. The soloist was Rosnah
Anderson who sang beautifully.

Congratulations to Terri & Robert
on the birth of their firstborn son
Lewis Matthew Crosby baptised
on 18th May. (right)

Congratulations also to Gary &
Naomi on the birth of firstborn
daughter Heidi Helina Pearl King
baptised on 8th June
(Left)
And to Gemma & Andrew on the birth
of their firstborn son Matthew David
Moore to be baptised on 29th June.
( Pictures in following issue of Link)

CONGRATULATIONS on your 60th Wedding Anniversary
Jim and Frances Bothwell recently celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary at their
home in Kennedies Road, Killylea.
They were married on 26th May 1954 in
St Marks Church, Killylea. They have
three children Heather, Ian and Gail and
four grandchildren. The photograph
shows Jim and Frances with the Congratulations card received from the
Queen for their diamond anniversary.
Together with grand-daughter Megan,
son Ian, daughter Gail and daughter-inlaw Pauline.
Our sincere Congratulations to you
both!!

Congratulations & Welcome
Many Congratulations to the many
new parents of new babies within
our congregation.

To Laura & Kyle Haire on the birth
of their daughter Amelia Rose baptised on 11th May sister to Alfie.
To Holly & Kyle on the birth of
their son Harry
also baptised on
11th May
brother to Tom

Congratulations also…
Congratulations to Arva
on the
occasion of her Baptism
on Easter Sunday 20th
April. This was a very
special occasion for all
of us for Arva it was an
outward
expression of an inward
experience, and she
gave us all a word of testimony.

Our MWI Outing was on 7th May this year going to Ballymena stopping at The
Moravian Church in Gracehill for a tour and
coffee. This was all very interesting, the Moravians hold very similar views to Methodists
& their founder John Cennick would have
been a peer of the Wesleys.
One difference is that Moravians separate
their males & females having two separate
doors into Church. This tradition doesn’t still
hold today
except for
funerals, and the brother or sister will use
appropriate door, and then be
buried on the appropriate side in the graveyard. Men are still
buried on Left,
Women on right.
Families are separated but feel that
its only the shell buried there the person has gone
on to Glory.
We visited the Old School room, and the Church,
sadly due to the rain we couldn’t walk the grounds and visit the graveyard,
but some of us had a quick tour of the square. Very forward thinking for the times. With the doctors house ,
separate boarding houses for boys & girls , the Church,
Manse and the village shop were all located around The
Square. Definitely worth another look , perhaps on a
heritage day, when they told us the Dr’s house is
opened.
We then spent 3 hours shopping in Ballymena
town centre, and topped it off with a fabulous 5
course evening meal at the Tullyglass Hotel. A wonderful day was had by all, our thanks to Eleanor for
organising it for us.

MWI Spring Rally.
This year the Spring Rally took a slightly different format, It was held in the
Faith Mission Hall in Portadown on
Tuesday 13th May, It was called a
“Festival of Fun, Food & Friendship.”

Ten of our members went along and
joined with almost two hundred ladies
of the district. We began the evening
enjoying our buffet meal, which was really tasty with lots of options.
After coffee our speaker was Mrs Barbara Boyd, a Presbyterian (we
didn't hold that against her) who was originally from Pomeroy but is now in
Rathfriland, where her husband has just completed his first year of ministry there in the Presbyterian Church.
Barbara had an amazing testimony to give which she brought to us through
craft. She has knitted, sewn, embroidered and recently
felted her way
around so many
Special times in her
life
where
she
told us
the
Lord
Jesus was

MWI Programme for Autumn
Come & Join the Fun & Fellowship !!
11 Sept - Mrs Maggie Burrows,
Foundation Ministry
9 Oct - Mrs Gillian Johnston, Life story
8 Nov - Coffee morning & Sale
13 Nov - AGM & Craft with Joy & Denise
11 Dec - Mrs Gertie Greenaway ,
“Give them a future “ - Sri Lanka
Just one of the beautiful items Barbara has created
and on display on the evening.

Killylea YOUTH CLUB
On Friday 10th May,36
members of the Youth
Club in Killylea wait their
turn to use the Ski slope
at Craigavon. This evening
is one of their highlights
during the year. After the
hour on the slope they
stopped on the way home
at McDonalds for a Happy Meal.
Leaders who accompanied were: Rev. Denis
Maguire, Hilary Gillespie, Brian Gilbert, Stephen
Martin, Pauline Martin and 2 volunteer mums.

METHODIST YOUTH DEPARTMENT
VISIT Lisanally PRIMARY SCHOOL
Members from the Methodist
Youth Department visited Lisanally
Special Care School on Friday 16th
May. Eight members from the
Church assisted with the children as
they listened to stories and participated in craft.

Due to Rev. Denis involvement with the School over his ministry in
Armagh, the Principal presented Denis with a gift and wished him
God’s blessing and thanked him for his support.

Killylea Overseas Missions

THE SOUP LUNCHES
Our thanks to all those who took part, cooked,
served or supported the soup lunches held for 4
Wednesdays on the run up to Easter.
It took a massive amount of work, but each day there were at least 2 , if not
3 fresh homemade soups on the menu. This together with bread & cheese
made for an ample lunch for just £4.
The funds raised totalled £ 1149.00. This is to be used for the upcoming
works on the manse in preparation of our new minister.
Thank you!

Easter Breakfast
This year’s Easter Breakfast brought a large number of us together
to celebrate Our Risen Lord and Saviour. Easter morning is always a
special occasion and to come together early in the morning, as we
recall how that first Easter morn how the ladies discovered the
empty tomb and were told “Why do you look for the living among
the dead? He is not here, He has risen!” Luke Ch 24 v5-6
Jesus is Alive - Alleluia!

Big Thank You to Carol for baking this
wonderful masterpiece which tasted as
wonderful as it looked!!

We brought our Overseas Mission Sunday
forward to 19th January. Rev Wesley Campbell spoke at the services in both Armagh
and Killylea just one week before he set off
for Jinja, Uganda to stay with
Robert Ssegonga.
At the end of their service The Killylea congregation held a special lunch
for Wesley. After lunch Wesley spoke to the young people of the circuit
about what is involved in going out as a team to help with outreach work. He
encouraged them to think and pray about it is a wonderful experience and
gives great encouragement and support to the local churches.
Wesley has taken time out of ordinary ministry
as he feel a mission call to train and encourage
the lay pastors in the Jinja area which he has
visited on a number of occasions. The lay pastors
get little or no support, spiritually or financially, but every Sunday they turn
up to preach to quite large numbers of people. These people are thirsting to
hear the Word of the Lord and the services are normally held under the
shelter of a few trees or under an old tarpaulin cover held up by a few
roughly cut wooden poles. Bible college and structured classes are difficult
there and sadly a lot of corruption exists even in Church issues.
We ask God to richly bless
Wesley in this work. He is returning to Northern Ireland
for a 6 week holiday in mid
June and we look forward to
an update. Robert Ssegonga
and his eldest daughter, Hope,
are coming over at the same
time for a 2 week holiday and
we look forward to renewing
our friendship with Robert and to meeting Hope for the first time.

Best Wishes Denis & Carol
Margaret and myself
very much appreciate
the welcome you gave us
to Armagh and are sorry
we are all losing you so
soon but wish you both
all the best as you move
to the far south west.
Leon & Margaret.

Many Thanks for all your assistance in Killylea & Killymaddy
especially with the Youth Club
in Killylea.
Brian & Eileen

Margaret & Norman would like
to wish Rev. Denis & Carol all
the best in their new Church.
Our loss will be their gain. You
have been a very conscientious
and caring minister and went far
and beyond what you needed to
do. Both you & Carol have become a great friends to all, so we
wish you both God’s blessing in
your future ministry.

It was great to have you both in Armagh these last few years & many
blessings for the future.
Mark

Wishing you both God’s blessing in
your future service in Cork. Thank
you for your time of Ministry in
Armagh.
George & Joy

A Very Special thank you to you both for all
you have done during your time in Armagh.
Wishing you God’s blessing in the future.
Elizabeth & Arva
Just to wish you both all
Denis and Carol thank you
With Best Wishes the best for the future
for sharing in some of the
with God’s blessing. We’ll
most special moments of our for the future
miss you both very much
life to date; our wedding
Dinah
you were both a great asand the christening of Jacob.
We pray God blesses and
Your ministry in Armagh has been most
refreshing. Bible study was outstanding.
looks after you and your
Thanks to Carol and yourself for the enfamily and we will hold you
couragement with the Praise Group. May
in our prayers. Carolyn
God bless you both in your new church
David, Denise, Andre & Naomi.

Rev. Denis & Carol
Thank you for 5 years of devoted ministry
to us and we wish you both God’s blessing
and all the best for Bandon.
Averil & George Henning.

Wishing Denis & Carol a
rewarding and Blessed
time in Cork, maybe see
you at Soul Mates or
Autumn Soul
God Bless Stephen, Pauline Sarah & Rachel.

Denis and Carol
We have been greatly blessed by your Christian Ministry in Armagh. In particular, the meaningful way you undertook Carolyn
and Mervyn’s marriage and Jacob’s baptism will be a cherished
memory for us. You’re attentive Pastoral Care and continuous
encouragement to be better in Faith and Service is a hallmark of
your Christian witness to us and many others in Armagh. We
pray for God’s protective care and the inspiration and guidance
of the Holy Spirit as you both continue His Ministry in Cork. God
Bless. Dessie and Margaret Mitchell

I first met Rev. Denis and Carol at the Dublin Conference 2009 when
Denis was being “probationised” and thought - How will that “wee fella
and that wee girl” cope with the “Mob” in Armagh Church?? … Well, five
wonderful years later, as we say farewell to them,
we now know - they did just that!!
Not only on our circuit did they give a great lead,
but also to the wider church family in Armagh.
We will all miss their enthusiasm and for myself, I
wont forget the various acts of kindness to me that
only I knew took place.

Sneak Preview of Flowers &
Art Commemoration .
Don’t miss all the details in
Christmas edition of Link.

Pictured above Cllr Danny Kennedy, Carol
Maguire, Desmond Mitchell, Rev Denis
Maguire, Our now Past President Rev Dr
Heather Morris on her last Official engagement, George Henning, Mary Lester,
Roger Nesbitt and Eddie McKee.

