Christmas 2013

Dates for your diary - Christmas
2013
15th December; Armagh 10.30am - Sunday School Carol Service.
22nd December; 9 Lessons and Carols, 10.30am followed by
‘After Church Christmas Treat’ in the Lynn Hall
22nd December; Killylea Carol Service, 3.00pm with the Killylea Silver Band
Wednesday 25th December – Christmas Morning
Circuit Service in Armagh at 9am.

Sunday 29th Dec. 2013 Sunday Services led by Mrs. Maureen
Blevins,
Armagh 10.30 am & Killylea 12noon
Watchnight Service Armagh 11.15pm –
Rev. Denis Maguire.

Mission Statement Centred on Christ, Caring for each other,
Connecting with the Community.

A message from Rev. Denis

Christmas is fast approaching! First we have the season of Advent which is a time of preparation prior to the celebration of
the birth of Jesus. The word Advent means ‘coming’ or
‘arrival’. It is a time of not only looking forward to the coming
of Jesus but also reflecting on what is past. This might cause
us to remember old friends or old times.
Advent is a time when we are reminded to prepare our hearts
for the return of Christ and to be ready. In years gone by people fasted during Advent in order to prepare themselves spiritually but also so they would have more food for the Christmas
celebrations.

Advent is also a time for reflecting on the Biblical story of salvation and God’s involvement with humankind. Some of you
may have seen the new television series entitled ‘The Bible’
on Channel 5 which will certainly help us to hear afresh the
stories of the Bible. The traditional themes during Advent are
the patriarchs, the prophets, John the Baptist and Mary, the
mother of Jesus.
As you continue to get ready for Christmas don’t forget to give
some time to God for reflection during this
Advent season.
May God grant you a very happy and blessed
Christmas.

Carols By Candlelight

Continuing the long tradition we held our Candlelit Carol
Service on Sunday 1st Dec, the first Sunday in Advent.
The Service was led this year by The Royal School Chamber
Choir and Killylea Silver Band. It was lovely to see familiar
faces in the band and of course our own Sarah Martin in the
choir.
The church was well filled and for a while we considered
Rev Denis’s sanity, as he took of his jacket with its vibrant
red sateen lining, and put it on inside out. (Apologies for
lack of photograph here) There was a purpose in this, we
discovered, to make us think of the inside story of the real
Christmas, Jesus was born into poverty in a smelly old stable, it wasn't all tinsel and fairy lights for any of them. However they knew this was a very special birth, and the visits of
angels, shepherds and wise men added to the greatness of
this special event and the fulfilment of the prophecies.

This Christmas let us not forget what it REALLY is all about.

Wishing you all a peaceful and Christ centred
Christmas.

Manse Coffee Morning
A lovely morning was had on the 30th December
also known as Georgian day in Armagh.

Lots of our congregation came together to enjoy
the fellowship and homebaking and traditional
Christmas fayre provided by Carol and some of
our talented ladies. Milky coffee was prepared by
Amy and Julie Ann and refreshments were served
by the very attentive Jonathon.
Donations were given in aid of the manse account,
totalling £500. This is used for the general upkeep
of the property, to keep all in good order.
A big thank you to all for your support.

Womens World Day of Prayer
2013
The Women’s World Day of Prayer was held this year in 1st Armagh Presbyterian
Church.
The service was prepared by the Christian women of France and the theme was “I
was a stranger and you welcomed me”
For a long time France has been considered a land of asylum. Many waves of immigration has given the country great culture diversity aswell as a variety of faiths
and religions. Almost one quarter of current population has at least one foreign
grandparent
The service started with a group of six women wearing different coloured scarves
representing women from different countries, walking in and greeting members
of the congregation.Then a woman dressed in grey walked in hesitantly from the
back of the church and she was warmly welcomed by the other women.
The readings were taken from Leviticus 19 and Matthew 25. In the reflection Helen Freeburn told of her time in France where she studied theology for three
years. She spoke of how the love and concern of one of her fellow students, while
she was ill and lonely, demonstrated the love of Jesus to the stranger.
In Leviticus the Israelites were encouraged to treat newcomers as friends and not
aliens. We have to consider if we accept strangers wholeheartedly no matter what
their circumstances OR do we simply tolerate or ignore them!
The service ended with the familiar hymn “The day Thou gavest Lord has ended”
We had a beautiful French themed supper; cheese, biscuits,
grapes and chocolates.

Our Manse Steward, looking very relaxed.

Next year maybe YOU could come ??
The service is being prepared by the women of Egypt.

EASTER BREAKFAST 2013
Easter is such a wonderful time in our Christian
calendar and this year was no exeption.
A lovely time of fellowship was enjoyed and a
marvellous breakfast was partaken before we
were led in worship to our risen Lord and Saviour
by Rev. Denis.
Thanks to all who came along and made
this a special and memorable occasion.

Look forward to doing it all over again
next year.

HARVEST SERVICES 2013
Harvest Services around the circuit were well attended this
year and giving was increased
for the Lord’s work around the
churches.
With music from Roger Nesbitt,
Ruth Best, David Livingstone, Killylea
Sunday School Choir, Killylea Primary School Choir and Tullyroan
Praise Group, around the
circuit.
Spiritual guidance was led
by Rev Denis ,Rev David
Kerr, Mr George Harrison,
Rev Maurice Laverty and Rev
Thomas Deacon

A Passion for life ARMAGH 2014
www.apassionforlifearmagh.org
Armagh Circuit is now committed to being involved in this
mission to be held in The Armagh City Hotel from 6– 13th April. The speaker
will be Craig Dyer.
Twelve or thirteen other churches in the Armagh area and district are also
involved including Baptist, Presbyterian, Gospel Hall and Elim to name just a
few .

it means...
connecting with people - making contact with

unbelievers in our local communities

it means...
connecting with churches - partnering with Evangelical churches
for the sake of the gospel

it means...
connecting with Easter - rediscovering the glorious message

of Christ’s death and resurrection

A passion For Prayer

Sunday 26th Jan 8.30pm 1st Armagh Presbyterian Church
Thursday 27th Feb @ 8pm in Armagh Methodist Church

Sunday 30th March @8.30 pm in Woodford Gospel Hall
“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. John10:10

Father’s Day
June 16th
We had the great
honour and privilege of having some
“old” friends if I
could be forgiven for the term, back to visit with us on
Father’s Day.
Rev Heather Robb and Ann Frasier returned to share
the word of God with us and despite Rev Heather having taken early retirement due to ill health, she reminded us of how deep the Father’s love is for us, each
and every one, just as she loves her cat Dulcie unconditionally and cares for her.
We had a lovely opportunity to catch up afterwards
with them with a lovely tea laid on by our ladies and
tea/coffee dutifully prepared by Davy & Steven.

JMA

Big Big Thank You

to all who helped and supported our
young people this year in their collection for Junior Mission for All. A
massive total of £150.91. has been gratefully received for projects both at home and in Ghana.

Holiday Bible Club
This year Bible Club was centred
on Communications –Call me And
I will answer you Jer ch 3 v33.
Cherith spoke to us on Friday
evening about talking to God in
prayer like we use our mobile
phone to our friends.

Killylea 2013

The Congregational Meeting
The congregational meeting was held on the 22 October. Rev Denis
showed us a clip from conference this year of Rev. Heather Morris, our
new President, to try and get us thinking. She told us as Methodists we
should be prepared to have warm hearts full of love, hardy hands from
serving and wet feet– not afraid to take risks for our faith.
With that in mind we recalled some of last years favourite events, Sunday School Christmas Party, The Easter breakfast, The Manse BBQ. Alpha course(to name a few,Denis’s list was much longer.)

On Saturday despite showers
there was games in the park and
then,crafts including mobile
phone danglers and kites with the
memory verse attached. There
was also a huge sheet painted
with Memory verse and signed by
everybody there.

We must also remember to pray for the work being done behind the
scenes in commemoration of 125th anniversary of the Railway disaster.

It was all concluded with burgers
and gift bags including God’s word
and information on Church services & Sunday School.

Denis congratulated the young people on their recent Family Service,
and said he would like to develop that further and there was also the
desire made known to reinstate the Praise Group so it was agreed to try
for next Family service in December.

We looked forward –to our goals in Abbey St.

to maintain our buildings, to continue fundraising to do God’s work. To
support the day of Prayer, and pray for the Youth Mission. Also remember The Passion for Life mission being organised for the beginning of
April 2014.

New members elected to Church Council are Brian Warnock, John
Nesbitt and David Lappin.

Church Officials for 2013-2014
Circuit Steward; George Henning
Circuit Treasurer ; Brian Gilbert

Circuit Secretary; Roberta Livingstone
Manse Steward; Henry McMullen

Killymaddy Society
Society Steward; Wesley Livingstone

Property Steward; Alexander
Livingstone

Sunday 10th NovemberRemembrance Sunday.
Royal British Legion Parade Service
We had a very reflective service this year led by Rev Denis .
Lord and Lady Caledon, The Mayor and Deputy Mayor were
all in attendance. David Johnston laid the wreath.
Lord Lieutenant of Co Armagh, The Earl of Caledon read
Psalm 46. The New Testament reading , Romans 8;31-39
was read by The president of the City of Armagh branch of
The British Legion Mr David Hammerton.

All the children from clubs and youth groups from around
Armagh were very well behaved and sat and patiently
listened.
Armagh Society

Killylea Society

Society Steward; Henry McMullen

Society Steward; Trevor Gillespie

Treasurer; Brian Lester

Treasurer; Janet Gillespie

Property Steward; Desmond Mitchell Property Steward; Stanley
Council members: Stephen Martin,
Denise Lappin , Mark Mitchell, Brian
Warnock, John Nesbitt and David
Lappin.

Livingstone
Church Council member; Hilary
Gillespie.

Manse BBQ
On 30th June lots of us gathered
at the manse for Food, Fellowship
and
Fun. It
was a
lovely occasion and BIG Thank
you to Rev Denis & Carol for
opening up their home to us for
such a wonderful evening .
It was finished off by walk
around the Mall for some and
more energetic game of football
for others!!

1st July Anniversary Service

StarFire Choir

Today started with a very packed Family service, based
around the Fruits of the Spirit. Rachel shared with us her
thoughts on fruit and us being likened to fruit. She pointed
out without being preserved, as in tinned fruit we too wither
and perish—ALL we need for that eternal life is to
accept Jesus into our lives.

During the summer we were given several musical treats from the
Charles Woods choir.

We presented gift vouchers for The Faith Mission
Bookshop to the young people and
awarded the Attendance cups.
The Senior cup
going to Andrew,
Intermediate cup to
Naomi and The Bessie Blocksidge
Memorial cup was awarded to Jacob for his outstanding
attendance of 26 Sundays in his first year of life. Bessie would
have been so proud as we all are.
Well done!!
We then took the Sunday School on
Outing for a
picnic to
Tollymore forest Park followed by fun
and games , finished off with tea in

Newcastle. A great way to conclude
another term.

We were also treated to the voices of the Starfire Choir all the way
from Los Altos in America. A group of 100 or so young people travelling all over Europe and Ireland to sing and perform drama. They performed in places such as Westminster Abbey, Wesley Memorial
Church, Trinity College, Stormont Castle and they wanted
to worship and share with us in
Abbey Street on Sunday Morning just because they were
Methodists..
It was an honour and privilege
to have them, and upon
reflection a missed opportunity to highlight their visit to others within
the city.
They enjoyed tea/biscuits and fellowship with us afterwards and we
have e-mailed them
telling them how
much we truly enjoyed their visit with
us. They replied saying how they had felt
warmly welcomed and
truly enjoyed their
time with us.

September/October 2014 will mark the first ever Irish
Methodist Church fundraising trek to Everest Base
Camp.
We’re looking for 20 enthusiastic & willing
participants to join us on what will be a fabulous spirit filled pilgrimage to the base
camp of the worlds highest mountain.

This trip entails overnight stays and sightseeing in the magical ancient
city of Kathmandu and 14 days consecutive trekking in the stunning
surroundings of the Himalayas. No previous trekking or hiking experience is required, all that’s needed is a good level of fitness, a sense of
adventure and some determination!

Youth Mission
Held in Lynn Hall 22nd & 24th Nov.
On the first evening The Holly Bennett Band performed live and the son

of the President Rev Dr
Heather Morris, Peter,
spoke very well to en-

courage our youth in
their everyday life.
On the Second Evening the group were Connection
and the speaker Chris spoke of God’s love and how

The Cost just €3,450/ £2,950! €1950/£1600 Participation Fee

This will cover the cost of your participation on the trip, and includes:
International Flights, Internal flights & transportation, Food & Accommodation, Trekking and Support costs as well as pre-departure Training & Information.
Each participant is asked to cover this cost themselves- Fundraised
money may not be used to cover the cost of participation in this trip
of a lifetime. €1500/£1350 Fundraising Target.
All fundraised money will go towards specific projects identified by
World Development and Relief Fund, Home Mission Department and
Methodist Missionary Society in both Ireland and Nepal.
JOIN US!
If you are interested in joining us on this trip of a lifetime, please

get it back to us by Dec 16th email: beth@irishmethodist.org

Congratulations
Our congratulations to our Deputy Lord Mayor Mrs. Sylvia
McRoberts who shared with us
her thoughts on her experience
the day she attended Buckingham Palace to be awarded her
MBE, for her services to local
government, from Prince
Charles.
We are so proud to have one of
our own recognised in this manner.

Congratulations
Paul McMullen who was a member of
the Sunday School and church in Abbey Street from 1982 until 2000,
when he left to go to university in Edinburgh, was married to Miss Penny
France in Aberdeenshire on 27 July
this year.
Some of you will remember Paul being baptised under the lights of the
Christmas tree in December 1982.
Paul and Penny met at university in
Edinburgh where their romance blossomed. Following graduation they set off around South East Asia and on to Australia for
adventure and employment.
Penny is a Scottish lass from Dundee, hence the return to
Scotland for their wedding. The wedding ceremony and reception was held in Drumtochty Castle
and the Rev Tim Foley from Portadown was the officiating minister. They had a two
destination honeymoon with a week
spent in the Highlands
with the France and
McMullen families and
then off together to Italy. They live and
work in Melbourne
where Paul is an engi-

A Single Nail
As the story goes, they built a new church
building and people came from far and wide to
see it. They admired its beauty! Up on the roof
the little nail heard the people praising everything about the lovely
structure - exept the nail! No one even knew he was there, and he became angry and jealous.

“If I am that insignificant, nobody will miss me if I quit!” So the nail
then released its hold, slid down the roof, and fell in the mud.

That night it rained and rained. Soon, the tiles that had no nail blew
away, and the roof began to leak. The water streaked the walls and
the beautiful murals. The plaster began to fall, the carpet was stained,
and the pulpit Bible was ruined by water. All this because a little nail
decided to quit!

But what of the nail? While holding the tile, it was obscure but it was
also useful. Buried in the mud, it was just as obscure, but now it was
useless and would soon be eaten up by rust.!

Moral of the story :EVERY MEMBER IS IMPORTANT TO THIS CHURCH!
You may, like the nail, feel obscure at times, but just like the nail, your
absence is felt. When you are not present for worship, in some way
the body of Christ hurts. We are ALL a part of the Lord’s ministry.

MWI Coffee morning Nov 2013
Congratulations to the ladies of the MWI
the recent successful coffee morning which
raised £1123.00

for

The Sunday School craft stall also raised
£164.33 for Sunday School funds . We are also delighted to
announce that Henry won the beautiful teddy whose name
was Toffy chosen by Mrs Dinah Cassells, whom has very kindly
donated our wonderful toys this past few years.

There is an amazing amount of work and effort goes into such
a production and can we say a big Thank you to you all.
Our thanks also to all family and friends who continue to support us. We couldn't do it without you.

FUNNY THINGS IN CHURCH MAGAZINES
The Senior Choir invites any member of the congregation who
enjoys sinning to join the choir.
Thursday night Potluck Supper. Prayer and medication to follow.
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the
Church Hall. Music will follow.
At the Evening Service tonight, the sermon topic will be "What
is Hell?" Come early and listen to our choir practice.

Message from the Editor—
Abbey St. Congregation send
you both our Congratulations , as many of us still do
remember you Paul as that
little boy, willing to participate, up the front of the
church. We wish you both
God’s richest blessings as you
travel on this lifetime journey together.

CONGRATULATIONS
We would like to extend our heartfelt
Congratulations to Lisa Warnock and
Ciaran Rainey who were joined in
matrimony in Abbey St on 18th Oct.
May we wish you both God’s richest
blessings and may He give you many
happy years of happiness together.

Friends
Thank you for the gift of friends
Their comfort, help and care
For all the Joy and happiness
The special things we share

Thank you for the helping hands
When problems crowd around
For all the patient listening

The kindness I have found
And for all the steadfast loyalty
On which my trust depends.
Friendship cant be hurried
So handle it with care
For like the roses fragrance
And the blossom it will bear
True friendship bonds will grow stronger

And deepen every day
The kind that never falter
Or ever fade away
And though the rose’s season
Must too soon depart
The season of true friendship
Lasts forever in our hearts

