Dates for Your Diary 2012
Harvest Services
Abbey Street Methodist Church – Sunday 7nd October
2012 - 10.30 am – Rev. Clive Webster; Soloist: Anna
McKeagh 7pm – Rev. Edmund Mawhinney; Solist: Philip Bailie
Killylea Methodist Church - Sunday 14th October 2012 - 12 noon – Rev.
Denis Maguire; Killylea Sunday School Choir
8pm – Rev. Denis Maguire
Monday 15th October, 8pm – Rev. Brian Sweeney
with the Killylea Primary School Choir
Killymaddy Methodist Mission Hall –
Sunday 28th October 2012 - 3pm – Rev. Denis Maguire
Monday 29th October, 8pm – Rev. Stephen Woods
6th October; Killylea Sale, 10.30 am – 12.00
Alpha Course Wednesdays 7.30 – 9.30pm, October 10th 17th 24th 31st, November 7th,
14th, 21st, 28th.
Bible Study commences on Tuesday 9th October at 7.30pm in the Manse
21st October; Armagh 10.30 am - Family Service.
23rd October - Abbey Street Congregational Meeting, 7.30pm Lynn Hall
26th October – 28th October; Autumn Soul
Saturday, 10th November; MWI Coffee morning & Sale
Home Mission Sunday, 18th November
United Service, St. Marks Sunday 18th November at 7pm
Christmas 2012
2 December; Killymaddy Carol Service, 3.00pm
&
Carols by Candlelight - Abbey Street, 7.00pm
nd

Saturday 8thDecember; Sunday School Christmas Party
9th December; Armagh 10.30am Sunday School Carol Service.
Killylea Carol Service, 3.00pm – Date to be confirmed
Tuesday 25th December – Christmas Morning; combined Service in Armagh at 9am

Harvest 2012

….Even More Good News
A message from Rev. Denis
Welcome to the Harvest edition of our Link magazine. I hope you enjoy reading
the different articles and thank you to all those who have contributed. A special
thanks to Mrs. Denise Lappin for her work in editing and preparing the magazine
for printing.
It has been a very busy start to the Church year on the Armagh Circuit. We have
had our Youth Mission in Killymaddy, our Concert at the Armagh City Hotel and the
Alpha Course has begun. All of these initiatives have been a success and I want to
thank everyone who was involved in the organisation of each one. We had a good
attendance at each of the three nights of the Youth Mission and the Mark Ferguson
Band led us each night as we praised God together in Killymaddy. It was great to
see so many of our young people present and thank you to those who brought
friends with them.
The Concert in the Armagh City Hotel was a tremendously uplifting event. I think
everybody who was present went away feeling joyful. The ‘Belfast Community
Gospel Choir’ is a wonderful choir and they truly enjoy praising God. Their smiles,
their voices and their enthusiasm certainly encouraged us to ‘feel the joy’. I want
to pay a special tribute to Desmond and Margaret Mitchell for all their efforts in
making this an enjoyable occasion. Without them it would not have been possible!
I look forward to celebrating harvest with you again this year. There are two harvest services in both Armagh and Killymaddy. There are three services in Killylea. I
will be leading at each of the services and preaching at one in Killymaddy and two
in Killylea. We have guest preachers at the rest of the services so please come to
hear them. It would be great to see a full attendance at all of these services so
please make a note of the date and time of each one. Why not invite a friend or a
family member to come along as we gather to thank God for all that he has provided for us?
Congratulations to Mervyn and Carolyn Carlisle on the birth of their son, Jacob.
Also congratulations to Henry and Shirley McMullen on the birth of their granddaughter, Skye Lily. Finally, congratulations to Ms. Lisa Warnock on her engagement to ‘Mr. Ciaran Rainey’.
We thank God for all that he has provided for us. And we thank Him for the
‘Harvest.’
Every blessing,
Rev. Denis.

On Sunday 9th September, it was lovely to see
the church pews filled up for the occasion of Jacob Mitchell Carlisle’s Baptism.
Jacob remained calm & collected throughout,
even as Rev.Denis took him for his traditional
walk down through the congregation he was relaxed and smiling. His Christening gown had a
special story behind it having been in the family
for 100 years
used for the baptism of Jacob’s great grandmother,
Dessie’s mother, and also for Dessie’s baptism, Carolyn
added her own special touch having
added her wedding veil as a cape over
the simple gown. A little bit of history in
the making.
Mrs Armstrong, our Cradle Roll secretary presented Jacob with his certificate
of baptism and a bible and welcomed him into the family in Abbey Street.
The congregation joined in the celebration with tea/ coffee and cupcakes specially supplied by the family for the occasion, with blue teddy bear icing.

Anyone for tea??
Calling all ladies!!

Just to remind you
all of tea and coffee
continuing after Sunday worship. Needless to say it’s not
just a cup of
tea but a wonderful
time of fellowship
and catching up with
eachother,
See you there?

MWI

Just to remind you that our local gathering of Methodist
Women in Ireland has recommenced.
Our first meeting was on 13th Sept, it’s always the second Thursday of the month.
After our president Mrs Janitha Archer opened in prayer,
we kicked off with a craft night, led by Joy Price and assisted by Denise Lappin, we all made a very beautiful
little reminder box, simple everyday items that can remind us of God’s amazing love for us.
More of these little boxes will be for sale at the Sunday
School stall at the annual MWI sale on Saturday 10th
November.
Upcoming Speakers are11th October—Mr Stanley Burrows is going to talk
about Old Armagh
8th November—Mrs Liz Switzer is going to tell us about
her trip to Iona.
13th December—It’s party time!!

CONNECT YOUTH EVENT
The Connect Youth Mission was held in Killymaddy Mission hall 7-9th Sept.
There was a lovely prayer room created, a place to be
still with God amidst all the coming and going. There
was a large mobile phone in here made from card
where we could add prayer requests. With reminders
such as God never misses a call. Your call Is Important,
just to make you think. On the first night we heard
from Stephen McCann from Youth Dept who spoke to
young people about foundations and asked
“what are we laying our foundations on?”
Before Saturday’s meeting we had a bbq, delicious burgers and hot dogs perfectly presented
by Joy & Hilary.
That night Michael spoke about relationships and
how our youth (& oldies too) depend on our mobile phones, e-mail and facebook to keep our relationships going with our friends and how we
need to
use prayer to keep our relationship alive with
God.
On the last evening Jonny Best spoke about
having life in its fullness and not settling for
second best, make your commitment to God.
On each of the three evenings we were delighted to have the Mark Ferguson Band. Mark, the
leader, played the keyboard, there was also a
base guitar, electric guitar and acoustic guitar
and Matt on the drums. This group of talented
young men led us very enthusiastically in a
number of praise songs with very apt lyrics,
but lets face it young people love loud music
and if you love the Lord why not shout about
it!! They very kindly gave away free cds of
theirs on the last night, an offer that was accepted by most if not all of our youth.
A big thank you to band and our speakers,
God bless you.

On 8th Dec 2011 we
dedicated our new
wooden floor in the
Lynn Hall to
Mrs Winnie M’Kee.

Getting ready
for entertainment which was
followed by
delicious supper
On same vening Mr
Billy Greenaway was
awarded a T.V. and dvd
player to jointly celebrate his organ playing
in Abbey St. for 40yrs
and retirement of circuit
steward position after
very long service. Both
came with strict instructions that they don't
work on Sunday mornings!!
Congratulations Billy!

Easter Breakfast Report
This year was another great success for our
Easter breakfast. What a beautiful way to celebrate the
glorious resurrection of our Lord.
We had a large turnout and a great time of fellowship together.

Can you see yourself??
Pictured here is Abbey
Street on their annual
outing. This year it was
to Enniskillen for a trip
to the museum AND a
little Shopping. Stopped
off for coffee and scones
in the Methodist Church
in Fivemiletown and
then in Ballynanny
Church for a lovely
evening meal where this
photo was taken.
A lovely day seems to
have been had by all
and you even got a little
bit of sunshine !!

Holy Humour
A father was approached by his small son who told
him proudly “I know what The Bible means”.
His father smiled and replied “What do you mean;
you know what the Bible means?”
The son replied “I do know”.
“Okay” said his father, “What does it mean?
“That’s easy. Daddy”, the young boy replied. “It
stands for “Basic Information Be
fore Leaving Earth”.

After tummies being filled
Rev. Denis
filled us spiritually.
Our neighbours Barry & Helena had very kindly brought
us in a lovely cake and biscuits which was then shared by
all during tea after the service.



More pictures and information
on this and other items can be
found on our website
www.armaghmethodist.co.uk
OR
Look up Armagh Methodist
Abbey Street on facebook!!

Be Careful of asking for a
higher position in the church
- you might just get one!!

*

*

*

*

*

There was a very gracious lady who was sending an
old Family Bible to her brother in another part of the
country.
“Is there anything breakable in there?” asked the
postal assistant.
“Only the Ten Commandments” answered the lady.

Killylea Annual Pizza
Sunday
After an interesting talk by Robin Scott from the Christian Prison Fellowship, the children all
enjoyed their pizzas

It was a great delight to have a
double baptism in Abbey St on
20th May.
Baby Alfie son of Laura & Kyle,
pictured on right and Baby Tom
son of Holly & Kyle, pictured on
the left, were both warmly wel-

comed into the family of the Church by Denise Lappin, our Sunday School Superintendant who stood in for Mrs. Armstrong, the
Cradle roll Secretary and presented them
with Bibles and certificates to mark the occasion.

Say Cheese!!
Killylea Sunday
School and Bible
Class in June 2012

It was also lovely to see Baby Matthew looking so
healthy. Matthew was held in prayer by all the
congregation when he was born.
Holy Humour
A Sunday School Teacher began her lesson with a question “Boys and girls, what do we know about
God?”
A hand shot up in the air and a little boy said “He’s and artist”.

Christian Aid Service in
Armagh
The preacher at the Christian Aid service in Armagh
Methodist Church was
World Mission and Development fund Officer Tim Dunwoody who outlined the
work of Christian Aid in
Sierra Leone. The service
was conducted by the Rev.
Denis Maguire

“Really, how do you know that” asked the teacher.
The boy replied “You know ......... Our Father who does art in Heaven”.
*

*

*

*

*

*

One Sunday after church a mum asked her little daughter what the Sunday School lesson was about.
The daughter answered “Don’t be scared, you’ll get your quilt”.
Needless to say the mum was perplexed.
Later in the day the minister stopped by for tea and the mum asked him what the Sunday School Lesson was about.
He said “Do not be afraid, thy comforter is coming”.

YOUTH
Our circuit has been very busy.
Since last publication we had a very
lively and successful Bible club in
Killylea in June.
Aimed at primary school children
there was songs, dvd, fun & games.
There was also craft time when
children painted stones, made
swords etc.
Can you guess theme from crafts?
Hint club song was “Only a boy
named David”
You got it David & Goliath!!
Big Thank you to all leaders & children who took part.

A

Abbey St Attendance
Winners 2012.
Sarah Martin—Senior
cup
Andrew Lappin Intermediate Cup
Rachel Martin & Naomi Lappin joint winners of Bessie
Blocksidge Junior Memorial cup.
JMA badges & certificates were also
awarded for collections made this year
totalling £46.

rmagh Sunday School Outing

On Sun 1st July , Armagh Sunday school set off after
church with our picnics , and raincoats /umbrellas
(just in case)
We headed for Tollymore Forest park in Newcastle.
We arrived had our picnic, and some games football rounders (which was a challenge) tug of war, skipping & limbo. To top it off we went for a
nice relaxing forest walk and kept eachother in good spirits as we walked.
Off then into Newcastle for a really delicious tea at The Adelphi, followed by big ice creams all
round. Before the ice creams were finished we felt the spits of rain, being it was by now 7.30pm
we felt it was God telling us time to go home.
We had a truly fabulous day some had wanted to do it again before end of summer which didn't
work out but we can all look forward to doing it all over again
next year. Thanks everyone!.

The first speaker at the conference was Professor Keith Jeffrey from Queen's University Belfast who
spoke on the topic, Ireland and the Great War. What struck many attending the conference was how
little they knew about the role played by Irishmen (their grandfathers, great-grandfathers, great-uncles
and great great-uncles. In all, about 210,000 Irishmen served in the British Army during World War I.
Professor Jeffrey pointed out that while there was no conscription in Ireland, yet Irishmen volunteered
and 35,000 died. Irishmen enlisted for the war effort for many reasons. Some, just like their fellows in
other countries, joined up for the perceived justice of the cause. However, in Ireland, which in 1914
was deeply divided between nationalist and unionist political groups, other considerations played an
important role. Many nationalists took the view expressed by John Redmond that, ....the freedom of
small nations such as Belgium or Serbia, was that of Ireland as well.
If you would like to know more you can buy Professor Jeffrey's book, Ireland and the Great War. However, it's expensive at £25.43 new of £14.12 second-hand from Amazon.
The second speaker was the writer, broadcaster and novelist, Kevin Myers, on the topic of Remembrance. I won't even try to summarise this thought provoking and challenging session, suffice to say
that we all need to be wary of the myth of memory and how it can develop our identity or perceived
identity. If you are interested in the subject you might like to read, Anthony D Smith's book, Myths and
Memories of the Nation: Oxford University Press 1999, or look up Revisionisms and The Story of Ireland:
From Sean O'Faolain to Roy Foster, by Alfred Markey, Universidad de León. You can find it at, http://
www.estudiosirlandeses.org/ALFRED%20MARKEY.htm
The third speaker was Fr. Iggy O'Donovan on the role played by William Redmond M.P during the Great
War. William Redmond, the son of John Redmond mentioned above, was a liberal and a nationalist
who served as an MP in the House of Commons and in Dáil Éireann. He joined the National Volunteers
and served on the Western Front throughout the war, first in the Royal Dublin Fusiliers and later in the
Irish Guards where he gained the rank of Captain and was awarded the DSO.
Two further speakers, Sean Collins a former Mayor of Drogheda and Lynn McDonnell from St Peter's
Church of Ireland in Drogheda spoke about Drogheda men of the Great War. Lynn related one very
moving and poignant story about a returned veteran who, in that era before the diagnoses of post traumatic stress, was regarded as being 'shell-shocked' and spent the rest of his life in an asylum. His medical notes stated that he was, a schizophrenic lunatic who stands to attention by his bed. You can read
more about The Returned Army: County Louth servicemen in the Great War 1914 -1918 at http://
www.jbhall.freeservers.com/the_returned_army_-_introduction.htm
In the evening The Mayor, Kevin Callan, hosted a very splendid dinner at which the guest speaker was
Michael Copeland M.L.A.
On Sunday there were two conducted tours; the first was to visit the memorial to Lt. James Samuel Emerson V.C. in the churchyard at the Church of Ireland parish church in Collon. Lt. Emerson was 22 year
old and was serving with the Inniskilling Fusiliers on the Hindenberg Line and was awarded the V.C on 6
December 1917. He was killed in action later that day.
The day concluded with a visit to the Ledwidge Cottage at Slane. Francis Edward Ledwidge was an Irish
Nationalist and a poet. However, despite his views on Irish Nationalism, he joined the Inniskilling Fusiliers saying that it was unreasonable to expect others to fight for the freedom that he would later enjoy. He was killed on 31 July 1917 while preparing for an assault during the Third Battle of Ypres. The
Chaplin Fr. Devas recorded, "Ledwidge killed, blown to bits." It is difficult to refrain from discussing his
poetry and the ability he had in capturing in verse the beauty of nature in the Boyne valley. You can
read it for yourself as well as his war poetry. I'll leave you with this little verse from Ledwidge,
Oh what a pleasant world 'twould be,
How easy we'd step thro' it,
If all the fools who meant no harm,
Could manage not to do it!

A Conference on the Great War, 1914-1918

Annual Manse BBQ

A member of the congregation and two friends from Armagh attended a two day conference in the Westcourt Hotel, Drogheda on the weekend of 5 and 6 November 2001. The
conference was entitled “Michael Hodgins, Frank Smith and the Drogheda men who never
came home”. The programme commenced at 11am with a ceremony of remembrance and
wreath laying at the War Memorial in Mary Street, Drogheda. The ceremony was led by
the Mayor of Drogheda, Kevin Callan, accompanied by The Rt. Honourable Julian King,
British Ambassador. Groups from Newtownards, Newtownabbey, Shankhill and
Whiteabbey Royal British Legion attended
along with members of the Slane Branch of
the Organisation of National Ex-serviceman.
There are over four hundred names listed on
the memorial of men from the Drogheda area
who fought in the Great war.

BBQ at manse on 26th June was a great success despite the rain. We were
forced to take it indoors but spirits were high and all were well fed.
Sadly weather didn't allow games on the Mall but there’s always next year.
Thanks to all who made this a memorable occasion in the Church calendar.

Cenotaph Ceremony

Welcome Babies

Wreath laid at Cenotaph

Medical Corps

Shaving Kit

Note club used for hand-tohand fighting in trenches

During the conference, which was held in
the Westcourt Hotel, selections of World
War I weapons, uniforms, equipment and
food were displayed, which gave tremendous insight into the conditions and hardship suffered by the soldiers.

Jacob Mitchell Carlisle born on 10th June
pictured here on 8th July at just 4 weeks
old. (Ahh.) And as good as gold.
Wishing God’s richest blessings on
Mervyn, Carolyn and Jacob in the months
and years to come.

Also pictured is Skye Lily Wilson born
on 19th July. She was pictured here
looking very pleased with herself on 12
Aug, her first visit to church at 3 1/2
weeks old. (Ahh) Her big sister Amy
Mia just wanted to treat us to a rendition of Baa Baa black sheep. Go for it
Amy!!
May God continue to bless this family
now & in the future.

Congratulations!

PUZZLE TIME

WARNING
If you have something
else you are supposed to be doing , look away now, This puzzle is VERY addictive.
You have been warned & happy searching!!

There are thirty books of the Bible hidden in the following paragraphs.
See if you can spot them.
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane
seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied
for hours. He enjoyed it so much that he passed it on to some friends. One
friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john-boat. Another
friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend was
so intrigued by it, she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column.

On 12th Aug we all surprised Rev Denis and Carol and helped
them to celebrate their Silver Wedding Anniversary and Denis’s 50th birthday.
Firstly, a circuit service was organised and tea, TWO cakes
and lots of goodies were served after the service.
Two very special cards were handcrafted and signed in secret
by the congregation, and presented on the day.
There was also an interesting wall chart of pictures of Denis
and Carol down through the years.
Denis & Carol were presented with a lovely painting of the
Mall
painted by local artist Frances Lester, to mark the occasion,
and may God continue to bless them now, and in the years to
come.

Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving that she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves.
There will be some names that are really easy to spot.
That’s a fact. Some people however will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the books are not necessarily capitalised. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it
usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research
has shown something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in
seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund-raising event which
featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi-Lemonade booth set a new sales record.
The local paper, the Chronicle, survived over 200 patrons who reported that
this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, “the books are all right there in plain view hidden from
sight.” Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those
who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books Timothy
and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you to compete really well
against those who claim to know the answers. Remember there is no need for a mad exodus, there
really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere
in this paragraph waiting to be found.
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