June 2017

Message from the Minister
Dear all,
This will be the last time I will be writing for you in the Link as Joanne,
Rachael, Bianca and I prepare to move to our new circuit in Cookstown and Magherafelt. There is a mix of sadness and excitement as
we prepare to say goodbye to you, while also looking forward to all
God has planned for us and requires of us in our new stationing.
As our time draws to a close, there is always an inclination to reflect on the past three
years, on what we have experienced, what we have learnt about ordained ministry and
how God has worked all things to the good.
The greatest lesson I have learnt in my time here is the importance of grace. It is because
of God’s grace that through the death and resurrection of His Son we, although undeserving in our human nature, are invited into an intimate relationship with a perfect and holy
God.
In a book I have just read called “Total Church” by Tim Chester and Steve Timmis, the
church is reminded that “we need to be communities of love. And we need to be seen to
be communities of love. People need to encounter the church as a network of relationships rather than a meeting you attend or a place you enter.”
To do this requires us to be gracious towards each other, especially when we are hurt by
what others have said or done. The opposite of grace is revenge, getting even and turning
away from a relationship. There is no place for this amongst the people of God, even in
our imperfections and with our faults.
Paul sums this up in Ephesians 4:32, “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
Joanne, Rachael, Bianca and I will continue to pray for this circuit, a circuit that we have
seen to be full of potential to do amazing work for God. We hope and pray that the
church, working together with your new minister and God, can fulfil this potential.
Wherever God might lead us in the future, the Armagh Circuit will always be where it all
began for us, and so you will always hold a special place in our hearts. We wish you God’s
richest blessings in the future.
“Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree
with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.” 2 Corinthians 13:11-12

Our Congratulations
To…
Jacob Carlisle who recently won this
cup at Armstrong Primary school for
all round achievement in P1. Well
done, keep up the good work!!

Our Thanks to ...
Thanks once again to Mrs Dinah Cassells
who knit these wonderful dainty mice in aid
of Sunday School funds.

They raised a fantastic sum of £75 within a
number of days.
Our thanks also to Margaret and her staff at
CutnCurl for marketing these for us.
We are very grateful to Dinah for her time
and her continuing support of our work with
our young people.

JMA
Our thanks to all those who supported
our children in their collection for JMA
this year.
Big thanks to Parents and children who
took part.
We raised a total of £179.44 to date.

This year’s beneficiary from the JMA collections is Ankaase
Methodist Faith Healing Hospital in Ghana.
The hospital treats over 155,000 people a year. It was built over 30 years ago and is
showing signs of age with many areas around the hospital in need of repair.

JMA collections will help develop the children’s and public health wards, and
help create a dedicated nutrition area in the hospital. By having a dedicated
nutrition area there can be a greater understanding of how to prevent
malnutrition by using education and food demonstrations.

Congratulations on your Baptism
Do you remember this young lady?
This is Hollie Elizabeth Moore, she was born
on 13th Dec at 7lbs 15ozs and she is thriving.
We welcomed Hollie into the Church family
on 9th April as her Mum, Gemma and Dad,
Andrew brought Hollie for Baptism.
Pictured below Mum, Dad, Hollie and her big
brother Matthew.
We wish the family every
blessing, now and always.

LENTEN SOUP LUNCHES
ARMAGH
Lenten Lunches took place in
Armagh three weeks prior to
Easter.
These were a great success raising a massive
sum of £792.00. This money is due to go to the
Manse account to help prepare the property for
our changeover of minister in June.
Our thanks go to the group of
ladies pictured right, as they
wait for lunchtime to begin,
I’m sure they didn't get
sitting long.
We do recognise the massive
task it is to organise such
events and major thanks also
to all those who supported
the ladies in this venture.
Many thanks to all!

Sunday School Update
This pic has a hint of deja –vu, only different
children, 15 months apart.
Little Dermot tries out the baby walker, while big
sister Eva looks on protectively.

Sunday School Anniversary Service
On 11th June we held our Anniversary Service
in Armagh.
Even though our children are of a young age,
with the help of Mum’s and Grandmum’s we
told the Parable of the Pencil. And with the
help of the congregation we sang our
Action song, “My God is so Big”
JMA badges and certificates were
awarded, and Christian books presented
for commitment during the year.
Finally, the Attendance Cups Naomi
Lappin received the Senior Cup. In the
absence of having a middle age group
this year it was decided to award this
cup to Matthew Warnock in recognition of his
attendance and commitment.
Finally The Bessie Blocksidge
Memorial Cup was awarded
to Jacob Carlisle, who was also awarded a certificate in
recognition of having
achieved 100% attendance.

Well Done to all involved!!

MWI Update
On 12th January the MWI had their annual
dinner in Armagh City Hotel.

MWI President Mrs Janet Gillespie
pictured above with
MWI Treasurer Mrs. Averil Henning

It turned out to be slightly more of a
challenge than usual, as it snowed quite
heavily from late afternoon making driving
conditions difficult. However Abbey Street
congregation are a hardy lot, and the show
did go on.

Footwear and clothing were rethought and
some taxi’s booked and a lovely meal was
enjoyed by all.
In time for our coffee Billy was surprised with
a birthday cake.

We skipped on the traditional entertainment
fearing road conditions may be difficult but
happy to report that a very pleasant evening
was enjoyed by all.
A big Thank You to our MWI Secretary
Mrs Eleanor Johnston, for all her efforts in
organising this event.

MWI Continued
A very successful year of meetings in MWI has been
held.
To round off the term the annual outing was held on
Wednesday 3rd May.
The bus left the Mall at 11a.m. under blue skies and
beautiful sunshine. There was 31 of us. We headed for
the Burrendale Hotel in Newcastle in the shadow of the
spectacular mountains of Mourne.
After all having a superb lunch we made our way into
Newcastle as shops and ice cream parlours awaited.
We returned home via Kilkeel and the scenic coast
road, our busdriver Colin had a few diversion challenges on return journey all which he handled very professionally and we all arrived home safely around 8p.m.
Our thanks again to Mrs Eleanor Johnston (secretary)
who each year surprises us with something and somewhere new and this year was no exeption.
MWI will return in the Autumn, 2nd Thursday in the month at 8pm. Whether you are
new to the group or a vintage member your presence will be very much valued, enjoy
an informative meeting with fun and smiles as an added bonus.

PREVIEW MWI

Look forward to seeing you all then.

14th Sept - AGM
12th Oct - Craft
night TBC
9th Nov - Prepare
for coffee morning
11th Nov –Annual
Coffee morning &
Sale
14th Dec - Floral
eve & Christmas
Party

Presidential Visit 2017
The President of the Methodist Church in
Ireland, Rev Bill Mullally and his wife, Mrs
Val Mullally visited the Armagh Circuit for
the Easter Weekend, which coincided
with the commemorations of the 250th
Anniversary of John Wesley’s first visit to Armagh. Rev Mullally joined us on the
evening of Wednesday, 12 April for the official opening of the Museum Exhibition,
‘250 Years of Methodism in Armagh’ and then returned on Friday evening to
spend the next three days taking part in our Good Friday and Easter services, as
well as the Commemoration events on Saturday. He was also able to visit with
some of our members in their homes.

Rev Mullally chose as his readings the resurrection story from Matthew 28:1-10
and the apostle Peter speaking to the Roman centurion, Cornelius in Acts 10:3443, and asked the question, “What does the resurrection message say to the
world?” He answered this question in 4 brief points:

The resurrection speaks of a living Lord;
The resurrection validates Christianity;
The resurrection guarantees our salvation; and
The resurrection is the foundation for the hope of life beyond the grave.

We are grateful that Rev Mullally was able to change his diary so that he could
share in our commemorations and our Easter Service with us. In the summer, Rev
Mullally and Val will be moving to England where he will be stationed in a parttime role so that he can complete his doctorate. Please pray for them as they
make this move and we pray for success in his doctorate.

Rev Rowan Zeelie

KILLYLEA IN PICTURES

A new dishwasher was dedicated in Killylea by Rev Rowan in memory of
Marina Livingstone and Pauline Coulter (nee Gillespie)
Photograph shows Pauline's husband David, daughters Juliann and Amy
and son Jonathan.
2nd photo shows Marina's husband Wesley, son Stanley and daughter-inlaw Lorraine.

Messy church at Killylea
All enjoy burgers, salad and
crisps at the end of the event.

Killylea Youth Club visit Belfast Giants.

TOM Team Weekend
The TOM Team (Team On Mission) from
the Irish Methodist Youth and Children’s
Department (IMYC) visited the Armagh
Circuit on the weekend of 31 March – 2
April 2017. Every year the IMYC send a
team of young people around the Irish
Connexion to join in with the work circuits are doing with young people, and
this year we welcomed Chloe, Sarah, Jill,
Tara and Claire to our circuit.

On Friday evening they took part in the
Killylea Youth Club, performing a drama,
teaching them a new song and playing
some games with them.
On Saturday afternoon we had a family BBQ in Abbey Street with the TOM Team again playing games
with the children, parents and grandparents, teaching them action songs and performing a drama
after which we enjoyed a meal together. The turnout for the event was fantastic.
They then shared in our Worship Service on Abbey Street on Sunday morning and led the service in
Killylea and then later that afternoon helped out with Messy Church in Killylea.
We are grateful to the team for coming out to us and giving us the opportunity to minister to the children of our circuit and their families in a setting that was different from our usual Sunday services.
They certainly all had a brilliant time.

TOM team BBQ in Armagh

Killymaddy concert
Lily Walker and Lauren
Anderson from Killylea
Youth Club were two of
the singing artists at the
concert which raised
£621 in February.
This is divided between
Killymaddy Church and
Robert Ssegonga.
A cheque for £300 has
been forwarded to
Robert Ssegonga for his continuing outreach
work in Uganda.
Many thanks to all those who made this event
successful.

Opening Of Exhibition
This year was very exciting for Armagh
Methodist Church, having been 250years
since John Wesley had brought Methodism
to Armagh.
Plans were afoot 18 months prior to our
commemoration day on 15th April in order
to mark this very special occasion in an
interesting and exciting way, and thanks to
Mr Desmond Mitchell and the Abbey St. Congregation this was very successfully
achieved.
Firstly on Wednesday 12th April there was an official opening of
"250 Years Of Methodism in Armagh" in The Armagh Museum on
The Mall East beside the Manse. This was due to run until the 13th
May, however due to demand its now due to run until mid June.
Quite a number of people gathered for this event which was
officially opened by our Methodist President, Rev Bill Mullally.
Refreshments were served before speeches and thanks were
given, to all who had been involved in particular Sean Bardon and
Sarah Millsopp of the Armagh Museum and Caitriona Rafferty, Head of Design,
Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council. Desmond officially launched
his wonderful book on the subject, all the Information he had gleaned in the planning
of the exhibition, far more than could ever be displayed. At a very modest cost of £5
this book is well worth getting your
hands on if you can. All proceeds go
to Church funds.
Both Rev Bill Mullally and past President Rev Dr Heather Morris were
awarded with one of the very special
Memorial coins printed for the occasion, one side depicting John Wesley
and on the other, Armagh Methodist
Church.

Finally the exhibition itself was amazing, the
story of how and through whom Methodism
began and evolved over 250 years. It was
breathtaking, with original documents, the
original chair John Wesley is said to have
stood on to preach in Abbey lane and a
lifesize sculpture of John Wesley provided by
Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council. Altogether a truly wonderful
piece of work.

Above -Rev Bill Mullally
officially opens exhibition.

Left - People wandering
around Exhibition.

Pictured Right From Left to right, Rev
Rowan Zeelie,
Rev Dr. Heather Morris,
Mr William Greenaway,
The President of the
Methodist Church in
Ireland Rev. Bill Mullally,
Mr Desmond Mitchell,
Mr George Henning.

Public Re-Enactment in Market Square
This was held 3p.m. on Saturday 15th April in Market Street
Armagh playing out the history as it is recalled. Our minister Rev
Rowan Zeelie donned a grey wig and his robes and played the part
of John Wesley also dressed in period costume were The Sovereign, his aide, who disallowed Wesley to preach Gods word
on the King's Highway. Mrs Russell who issued the original
invite to John Wesley and Mr McGeogh who owned the
land up Abbey lane and compromised with the Sovereign
that Mr Wesley could preach there. These actors were
from the Navan centre, and our thanks goes to them and
Grace Greer for so wholeheartedly taking part in the occasion, they played their roles to a tee staying in character
throughout. Congratulations to all on a job well done.
Having this all acted out
before our eyes in the
middle of Armagh truly
brought the history to life.
People were invited to
walk with us up to Abbey
lane, and I'm delighted to
say a large number did and
were all furnished with a cup of tea and a biscuit, in true
Methodist tradition. It
is all because of this
history that we as
Methodists exist in the
city today, and as
"friends of all and enemies of none," what a
responsibility we hold
to carry out our beliefs
for the next 250 years
and beyond.

Easter Celebrations
Amidst all our John Wesley commemorations, we also had to set aside time
for our traditional Easter celebrations.
This began with the Tenebrae service on Good Friday, the President, Rev Bill
Mullally and his wife Val were in attendance and stayed at the Manse over the
weekend.
On Saturday the Upper Lynn Hall, was transformed and 20 young children and
their families attended an Easter egg Hunt arranged by Denise on behalf of
Sunday School.
Refreshments were served and bunny masks were issued. The afternoon was opened in prayer as we were celebrating our Risen Lord.
Denise and her helpers, wearing bunny ears, led in some Christian
action worship songs, as we were waiting on everybody to arrive.
After a short message that Easter is not all about the bunny, the children were instructed on how the Easter egg hunt around the Church
would work and they came back to the hall to claim their Easter egg and make some Easter crafts.

Denise writes -”A few of my highlights was to hear the children on opening the empty eggs in the
Church shout out "Jesus is Alive" totally at random. Another was this photo of Mums and children scrambling
around the craft table, eager to get stuck in either to
decorate one of the three dozen eggs I had boiled the
previous night,
or make the
bunny napkin
ring holders.”
Lots of imaginative things were achieved, with glitter and glue and big
thanks to all families who supported this event. Having not
done anything like this before we were stepping out and
really delighted with the response and to all of those
who for one reason or another couldn't make it this
year, watch this space, it may be something we would
like to repeat.

Easter Breakfast Celebrations
Then on Easter morning full breakfast was served at 9a.m for forty people organised by Mary and her
team. This was prior to our Service of Holy Communion to celebrate our Risen Saviour led by Our
President of the Methodist Church, Rev. Bill Mullally.

It was a great family time of fun & fellowship
enjoyed by all. Big Thank you to all who came &
made this event such a success.

APRIL SHOWERS?
April was a wonderful month
for Methodism in Armagh and
in particular the people of Abbey Street Methodist Church
Armagh.
We often talk about April showers, well this was truly showers
of blessing.
We were also privileged to have the company of our President of the Methodist
Church in Ireland, Rev. Bill Mullally and his wife Val, for the events of the weekend.
There were four main events that really spoke to me and showed Abbey St Congregation at their very best as is often spoke of by past ministers and visitors alike.
We held our annual Easter Breakfast and an Easter egg hunt for over 20 children and
as many parents. Though what really brought Methodism to life was through the outstanding dedication and research that Mr Dessie Mitchell and his wife Margaret put
into the Armagh Museum Exhibition and the re-enacting of the visit of John Wesley
250yrs ago and how that has affected the journey that we have travelled as
Methodists.

The response and interest shown was very humbling, I think it even took Dessie by
surprise. The number of people that followed the re-enactment up to Abbey St. and
into the upper Lynn Hall was amazing. Every seat we had available was pulled out and
put to use, the hall was full to overflowing. The ladies and gentlemen of Abbey St. did
what they are renowned for by making everyone feel welcome and no one left without a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit.
It showed the wonderful fellowship that Abbey St Congregation share, their strength
of commitment and an eagerness to work together as one body for the glory of God.
On the surface it might look like man is getting a big clap on the back but not so. The
people of Abbey St. graciously accept the “well done factor” but we direct all the
glory and praise to God and God alone.

David Lappin

John and Charles Wesley
John and Charles Wesley were the founders of
Methodism. Two of nineteen children born to
Samuel and Susannah Wesley of Epworth Rectory in Lincolnshire in 1703 and 1707. Their
father was the local rector, while their mother
was a spiritual inspiration to her many children. In 1709, a fire destroyed the rectory, and
5 year old John had to be rescued from a second story window by a man standing on
another man's shoulders. "a brand plucked from the burning." This childhood deliverance subsequently became part of the Wesley legend, attesting to his special destiny
and extraordinary work.
Each child began “school” on his or her fifth birthday. School hours were from 9-12 and
2-5 with no interruptions. The lessons consisted of Maths, Grammar, History and
Geography. Samuel taught Classics and Susanna taught Theology.
In 1712 when Samuel was away in London at Convocation, Susanna felt constrained to
invite parishioners into the Rectory for instruction, counselling and prayer. At that time
it was unprecedented for a woman to organise such meetings. The curate complained
to Samuel who ordered Susanna to stop holding these meetings. Susanna’s response
was that if he forbade her from doing good, he would have to stand with her on judgement day and explain why he had issued this command.
Samuel bowed to her challenge and the meetings resumed. In holding such meetings,
Susanna planted a seed in John’s mind which lead to the holding of Methodist Class
meetings

Both John and Charles went to Christ Church, Oxford (1720 and 1726) John was
ordained and Charles and some friends formed a ‘Holy Club’ while still at college. It
consisted of men who dedicated themselves to Bible study, prayer, fasting and good
works. Such regular disciplines soon earned the nickname ‘Methodist’. The name stuck.
Both Charles and John felt called to the mission field, and so in 1735 they sailed to
Georgia. Their time among the Indians in America was not a success – they struggled for
any real spiritual authority in their ministries. Feeling failures, they returned to England
in some depression. John summed it up “I went to America to convert the Indians, but
Oh who shall convert me?”

Then the Wesleys made friends with some Moravians. They
stressed that salvation cannot be earned, but must be received
by grace through faith in Christ. Charles was the first to experience this ‘true’ conversion, when on Pentecost Sunday, 21st May
1738 he wrote that the Spirit of God ‘chased away the darkness
of my unbelief’ Only three days later, on 24th May 1738, it was
John’s turn. As he wrote in his journal, “In the evening I went
very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was
reading Luther’s preface to the epistle of the Romans. About a
quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which
God works in the heart through faith in Christ, he said “I felt my heart strangely
warmed “
At age 48, he married a widow named Mary Vazeille, who had four children, she deserted him after 25 years. They had no children together.
He organized the groups into societies, then classes, connections and circuits, under
the direction of a superintendent. His brother Charles and some other Anglican priests
joined, but John did most of the preaching. He later added lay preachers who could
deliver a message but not offer communion. The clergy and lay preachers met on occasion to discuss progress. That eventually became the annual conference. By 1787,
Wesley was required to register his preachers as non-Anglicans. He, however,
remained an Anglican to his death.
When the established Church threw John out, he took to the fields, preaching to coal
miners and commoners. His itinerant evangelism took him 250,000 miles on horseback
and to preach over 40,000 sermons. His small societies attracted some 120,000 followers by the time of his death.
Charles became the most prolific and skilled hymn writer in
English history, writing Hymns that are sung widely today such
as “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” In all he wrote nearly
7000 hymns.
The strict discipline and relentless work ethic instilled early in
his life served John Wesley well as a preacher, evangelist, and
church organizer. He was still preaching at age 88, just a few
days before he died in 1791. John Wesley met death singing hymns, quoting the Bible,
and saying farewell to his family and friends. Some of his last words were, "The best
of all is, God is with us."

YOUNG AT HEART
On Thursday 25th May the members of the
Young at Heart met at Newry Train Station before 11a.m. for a very exciting trip to Dublin, to
visit the Presidents house, Áras an Uachtaráin, in
Phoenix Park.
The sun shone and the sky was blue and arriving
in good time they had a tour of the lovely
Phoenix Park on the bus.

They enjoyed their tour and posed for the
“Official photo”
On return to Newry some of the group stopped
off at the Flagstaff Lodge for their tea. A great
day was had by all, thanks to Brian for organising
the trip. Young At Heart resumes in September.

YOUNG AT HEART
PROGRAM 2017
7 September – Outing to
Loughgall Museum, Meal at
Hutchinsons Restaurant.
Meet at Loughgall at 10.30a.m.
for tea/scones

5 October Rev Peter Smith,
Church of Ireland
2 November - Rev Heather Robb

23 November - Shopping
trip to Lisburn, leave Mall
9.30a.m

7 December Christmas Lunch
Hutchinsons Restaurant 12
noon

Killylea End of Year in Youth Club & Sunday School

Above - Ollie Scott wins the
Bessie Blocksidge Memorial
Shield. Well Done!

Killylea Youth Club visit Ski Slopes 2017

Killymaddy Church
On Sunday 4th June,
after the monthly service, the congregation
bade farewell to Rev.
Rowan Zeelie and
presented him with a
cheque.

Bowls Update
The annual Bowls AGM was held on Monday 24th April. This
is always a joyous event, presentation of awards won by pairs
and individuals over the season tinged with a little sadness
that the season is at an end.
This year was no exception. Positions were ratified by the
secretary Mr Billy Greenaway, Mr Brian Warnock Team Captain, David Lappin as Vice
Captain and Mrs Irena Irwin as Treasurer.

Thanks to all those involved for the success of another
season, after all it's not the winning that counts but the taking
part.
Congratulations to our winners this year, Irena Irwin won the
Frank Keys cup for Ladies singles followed by runner-up
Hayley Warnock. Fred Archer won the John Mills Cup
for Men's singles and Brian Warnock came runner-up.
The Harcourt Irwin Memorial Trophy was presented to
the winners of the Mixed Doubles, Irena Irwin & Fred
Archer with Elizabeth Switzer and David Lappin came
runner-ups.
The new season will start back in September and the
team are crying out for new members.
Last year both Liz Switzer & Eleanor Johnston joined the team and both thoroughly
enjoyed it, giving a new lease of life to the team. Sadly a few members have had to
drop out due to illness and injury and we wish them a full recovery and every blessing.

The Church Blueprints
Having very much enjoyed the history of Methodism in
Armagh that was revealed to us during the John Wesley
celebrations in April, it got me thinking about our wonderful
building that we gather together in each Sunday and what it
must have been like while it was being built. I am sure there
must have been many different tradesmen all working together applying their different skills with one objective and
that was to build Abbey Street Methodist Church according to
the architects plans.
These plans that would have been drawn up with consideration of how sound the ground
was that it was to be built upon, its strength and durability against all the elements that
nature and man could throw at it, and hasn't it lasted well ?
This is because it was built according to the plans and the town planners recommendations. The set of blue prints that was passed and signed was a guarantee to the Church
members that it would stand up against the elements and that it was fit for purpose.
But what about the true Church? What about the plans, the blue print, the guarantee? Well
let’s take a look at what the Holy spirit reveals to us through scripture, Jesus is talking to
Peter in Matthew 16:18,”I will build my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.” Look at what Jesus is saying here, "I will build MY church" it is Christ's church He is the
architect, creator and builder, and remember just like Peter all of us who proclaim Jesus
as Christ the son of the living God, it is upon you and I that Christ will build HIS Church.
The guarantee? Its right there in that verse- the guarantee is if it is built according to Gods
plan, “THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT” That is to say if the
gates of hell should open and satans legion of warriors' should attack with all their strength,
the Church that God has built His way, according to His plans will not fall.

So what is the blue print of Christ's Church? Where better to look than where we are first
introduced to Christ's Church,the book of Acts 2;42 “And they continued steadfastly in the
apostle doctrine and fellowship and in the breaking of bread and in prayers” Here you
have it the blue print of Christ's Church, this is how Gods people filled with the Holy spirit
were laying down the foundation to a true and everlasting Church and remember they had
no precedence to follow, this was the Alpha and the Omega, nothing should be added or
taken away from Gods directive to us. “They continued steadfastly in the apostle doctrine”
this is the teachings of Christ, "And in fellowship" take a look at verse 44, “And all that believed were together,and had all things common,” ( they were filled with the Holy Spirit )
“and in the breaking of bread and prayers ”they recognised Christ as the head of the
Church "do this in remembrance of me "
All things were done through prayer with thanks.
When we look at the Abbey street Church building, we don't see the strength of the materials that bind it together, the foundation, the hidden nails, the purlins, the trusses, the stones
and brick that lie hidden behind the plaster work, but we know it’s there.
The builders followed the architects plans and that's why it stands strong today and as we
look around at each other we don't always see what part each of us play to strengthen
Christ's Church but is for sure is that as long as we continue to follow Gods blue print we
are laying foundations for the future and I believe that the people of Abbey Street are doing
it right.
David Lappin

Christian Aid Update
On Wednesday 7th June the final soup
lunch of the season was held in Abbey
St and a cheque for £8450 was presented to Mrs Hazel Baird by our local
Christian Aid Organiser Mrs Liz Switzer.
The funds were made up of monies
raised by monthly soup lunches, Church
collections and recent door to door
collections.
The local committee wish to thank all
who helped raise this magnificent
amount especially the collectors and
general public who gave so generously.
Special thanks was given to Mrs Irena
Irwin and Mr Billy Greenaway who were
awarded Diamond Certificates for over
50 years of service as door to door collectors. Congratulations!!

Living Joyful – Methodist Ministers Spouse Breakaway 2017
The Methodist Ministers Spouse Breakaway was arranged by myself and three other
spouses from the Portadown District this year, and was held from Friday evening 31 st
March to Saturday evening 1st April 2017 in Ballycanal Cottages, Moira. A total of 36 Methodist Ministers wives including student, ordained and retired spouses attended the breakaway.

Amidst the scenic beauty of the Ballycanal Cottage grounds, the spouses had the opportunity to connect with God through worship, led by Ms Ruth Best and talks given by Mrs
Joanne Briggs, Director of Leprosy Mission. Space was allowed in the programme for
bonding with fellow spouses through conversations, prayer and a pamper session on Saturday afternoon.
According to Mrs Briggs, we need to change our view of Christian serving to by asking the
question “What are the things that we can do to invest in, nourish, protect, and defend our
relationships, while also enabling us to remain more in Christ?” She explained that “our joy
comes from taking on God’s perspective, lifting our eyes off ourselves unto Him and His
truth, even when we don’t understand it or circumstances in life are difficult and seem to be
poles apart from our notion of what joyful living should be.”
Mrs Briggs read the story of how God spoke to Elijah right in the midst of his pain, frustration and fear (1 Kings 19): “In the stillness we hear His voice, we know that He is God and
that he is in control. We need to be still before God so that we can find depth and intimacy
with Him”. She encouraged the spouses to look at each area of their lives (J – Jesus, O –
Others, Y- You) and formulate a plan to ensure there is joy within those areas by deciding
what they need to do on a daily basis, and for an extra boost at difficult times, while also
identifying the things that they need to be more disciplined about that invest in their relationships with Jesus, others and themselves.
The Methodist Church in Ireland have a remarkable group of Minster’s spouses that give
up so much for ministry life and faithfully serve the church. Each ministerial family is different; they have good and bad days, their own successes and failures, and have much to
offer the Methodist Church. In order to Live Joyfully, not only do we in the ministry need to
‘lift our eyes off ourselves unto Him and His truth’ but also need the continual and active
support from the church through your prayers, friendship and encouragement.
‘
Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart.’ Psalm 119:111
Mrs Joanne Zeelie

Dates To Remember
2nd July - Armagh, Killylea & Killymaddy- Mr Marshal Allen
9th July- Rev. Louise Donald's first service ( Holy Communion)

19th August- 5th September Rev. Louise Donald on holiday
20 August - Armagh & Killylea - Osmond Mulligan
27th August - Armagh & Killylea - Rev. Graham Hamilton
3rd September - Armagh & Killylea - Rev Graham Hamilton
Killymaddy - Mr Marshal Allen

3rd September - Armagh Sunday School Resumes New Term
4th September- Bowls Club Resume Upper Lynn Hall 8pm
7th September - Young at Heart Resumes new term, trip to Loughgall, see Brian for details.
10 September - 10.30 am Holy Communion in Abbey Street,
12.00pm - Holy Communion in Killylea
7.00pm - Rev Donald's Welcome Service - United Service

12th September - Circuit Council Meeting 7.45pm Killymaddy
14th September - MWI resumes new term, AGM 8pm
1st October - Armagh Harvest Services
8th/9th October - Killylea Harvest Services
28th/29th October - Killymaddy Harvest Services

11th November - Armagh MWI Coffee Morning & Sale
12th November - Remembrance Sunday
19th November - Home Mission Sunday
3rd December - 3pm Killymaddy Carol Service
7pm Carols by Candlelight, Abbey St Armagh
10th December - Abbey Street Sunday School Carol Service

24th December - 10.30am 9 Lessons Carol Service, Armagh
3pm Killylea Carol Service
25th December - 9am Christmas Morning Service
7th January 2018 - Covenant Service
Message From the Editor –Thanks to everybody for contributions for this edition. Apologies if I have missed anything.
Please feel free to compile and forward any further articles for Christmas Edition.
Again can I take this opportunity to thank all the staff at INSTANTPRINT on Loughgall Road for all their hard work and
efficiency.
Many Thanks.

